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BRAGG'S CAMPAIGN IN KENTUCKY, 1882,

WENERAL BRAXTON BILA0

ENERAL SMITH sdvancing, as 1 have
G gaid, through Big Creek and Rogers'
gaps, presseid on ss mupidly s the ditlicalt
nature of the mogged country he wis travers-
ing would permit, nnd on the 24th of August
reached Barboursville, Kentucky, Thanee he
divected his pnreh strnight for Lexington,
On the 20k bis cavalry, under Colonel John
Seott, encountered the Federal eavaley, under
Colonel Motealfe, on what is known as the Big
I, fifeen milles from Richmond, and routed

it. U the next d.tl}*. the 3tk of Aupgust, Gon-
ernl Smilth attacked two brigades of Nelson's
corps, which had boen improvised for the de-
fense of Contrml Keotucky out of regiments
recently recruited, and, defeating, absolutely
dissolved them. General Fry speaks of this
combat in terms which seem more intended Lo
pullinte disaster than to justly represent its
chameter. He says, = This affair was ealled
tho baitle of Richmond, In his report of the
etgagement, Cruft, ene of our brigade com-
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manders, =aid it was an attack by fiftesn thou-
sand eoldiors on six thousand, two hundred and
fifty eitizans," It is trae that the Confederate
soldiery engaged were velerans as compared
with their opponents, Yot the Iatter, nlthough
hut a brief time in the flold, were thoroughly
arganized, had reccived fome instruetion, and
wore betler armed and far bettor equipped and
supplied than the troops who defested them.
Nor had General Smith even the balf of fifteen
thowsand men sctually in the Aght. He had
marched with gront colority.  His troops,
poorly shod, had suffered severely on the Rinty
mountain roads; they bad subsisted for ten
days almost entirely on green corn, and his
column was necossarily go prolonged that ke
vould employ only a fraction of his entire
forews in u conflict which ho felt compelled to
scel and hnsten. e bad entered the State
with barely twelve thousand infantry snd ar-
tillery. He was able o deliver battle at Rich-
mond, on the 30th, with little more than six
thousand men,

His victory, however, waz complote.  The
Federal foreos opposed to him were not only
routed, but disintegrated, and wnrching to
Lexington, he entered that ety September 1st.
He was in absolute strategic possession of all
Central Kentucky upon the moment that be
did so, pearly to Covington upon the north,
and slmost s0 far as Louisville on the west,
Lexington wus then the terminus of the Ken-
tucky Contral Railrowd, and of the Louisville
and Lexington; and although neither moad
was of muech servies to tho Confelorates, from
the fuct that the greater part of the rolling
stock on each had been removed beyond reach
before the caplure of the place, they yol di
rived some beneflt from the possession while
entirely depriving the enemy of their use,

Within n day or two after his occupation of
Lexington, Goenoernl Smith  dispatehed Heth
with flve or zix thousand men toward Coving-
ton, and thut officer n.ppmumhml ) u]m-l:l.r thut
the most serious appreliensions were folt for
the safety of Cincinnati. He could doubtless
have taken that city 0 he Dol ede the at-
tempt il‘lhllbdi.ﬂll‘.‘l}‘ upon reaching its 11'1|:'1I|i.l:|r.
but such a cwp War ol embrnesd o, it seems,
but rather forbidden by hiz insteoctions. Gone-
awral Smith apparently expected daily noties
from General Bragpg that o junction of theie
respective forces was roquired for decisive Tat-
tle with Buell, and preferrsd to hold overy
thing well in hand for & movement of =0 much
importanie,
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Om tha 17th of September, tha Fedoral Goen-
eral, George Morgan, evacusted Cumberland
Gap, and pushed with all possible dispatch for
the Ohio, Thia relessed Stevenson, who in-
stantly followod with the whole force under
his commeand. About the same time Genernl
Humphrey Marshall was entering Kentueky
from Virginia, through Pound Gap, with about
thres thousand men, and be was directed, with
the assistance of some siz bundred cavalry
under General John H. Morgan, to confront
and detain George Morgan until Stevenson
could overtnke him and force him to battle in
the mountaing, surrounded by assailante,

Marshall, however, did not reach the scene
of operations in timo to take part in the pro-
grmme, and Btevenson marched directly to
Lexington instend of pursning the enemy.
John H. Morgan, with the cavalry detailed for
that porpose, placed himsell direetly in front
of the Federnl column ot West Liberty on the
morning of the 23th of September, and wos
constantly engaged in skirmisbing with it ontil
the evening of October Ist.  During that time
it marched only thirty miles. October 1st John
Morgan was ordersd by General Smith to e
jovin the army, nnd Goeorge Morgan continued
his mwrch unmolested to the Obio,

Qeneral Bragg, a3 haa been stated, concen-
truted st Glaspow on the 14th, and Buell was
then just reaching Buwling Green,  Drape
deelined the ehellonge to battle which Buell
immediatoly proffered, and maneuvered appar-
eitly to place himsell more directly betweoen
his udversary nnd Lowisville, in which purpose
ha p-vrﬁ,u:ll}r sueceeded,

Chalmers, having been sent with twelve or
thirteen hundred men to take position upon the
Laoulsville and Noshville Railroad at Cava City,
for some unexplaoined reason deported from
hig imstructions and sttacked AMuonfordsville,
a formidphle position nu.tura'l'ly,, und zth:mg!r
fortifled, He wis repuleed after a sharp sction,
On the 17th the parrison, some four thowsand
strong, sursendersd when Breagg areivis] with
his ontire army. 1t would bave been impos-
sitles for Buell to have continued his march to
Laomisville had General Bragg offered doter-
mined oppesitien,  Even coneeding bim nu-
merical superiority, the position Buell would
lLiawve Lewen eompellal to assault if he bad moved
directly upon Munfordsville aml attacked the
Confederate nrmy posted there, would bave
more than counterbalanced such sdvantage,
o could not have forced that position; overy
r=snull would have been met with eertain and
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bloody ropulse, and repulse under such cir-
cumslaness meant disasbrons defent aml ulti-
mate ruin to an army sitoated as was Hoell's,
But it is positively certain that General Dragg
bl itin hiz power to have sutnumbered Buell
at that date at any point where collision was
nt ull pm'lm]ll& or [umi'hln, and he has been
justly eriticised for not baving availed himself
of the rare opportunity he then hod of com-
pelling u battle in which he conld combine the
ndvantages of odds and position,

Having lelt & purriron sl Nashville ab least
elght thousand strong, Buell eould not hava
ninstereid nrore than thirty-cight thousand men
after penetrating into Kentueky.  In this esti-
mnte no reduction of his nl.rqug'lh is presuned
becavuize oof the omlinary ensunlties of the march
and campaign,  As his troops were veleruns
thoroughly sensoied, and e Bl ng vet dono
no fghting, such diminution of his numbers
st have been very slight. T have never
seen o Ueld-return, or indeed BNy catinnts of
the troups General Brage hud at Munfonlaville
on the 17th ft for duty. DBut deducting ihe
losses pustained by Clwlmers in his engage-
ment, stragelers and details, he must have had
an efficiont infuntry force of nearly i not quite
twenty-nine thouwsand men.  But it must Lo
remembered that befire Bragr reachied Mun-
fordevillo Kirby Smith had boen for more than
two weeks (seventeen days) at Lexington, Tin-
moediately upon his entrinee into Kentoeky, or
indesd wpon leaving Sparta, in Tennessee, for
his abjeetive point was then Glasgow, General
Bragg could have dispatched Smith fustre-
tions to march from Lexington and efect a
junction with bim sl Glasgow or Munfords-
ville,  ITe knew, of course, the date when he
would arrive at cither point; and be had -
solved—as perfictly as e could be said to have
determined upon any progrumme in his then
mehtal temper—Dboth to sttempt the eapture
of Bowling Green and to bar Boells passage
tor Louisville,

Numerous exeellent roads Jead from Lexing-
ton o Glasgow, L'Ilh:ugh a bounteous and well-
watered region. The distancs ix only about
one hundeed amd thirty miles by the nmost
procticable wnd direct routes for troops.  Gen-
eral Smith could bave st out from Lexington
on the & of September—the third day after he
had entersd the place—wilth his entire foree

restand and well in hand, and making marches
not neurly so faliguing as those which lad
earried him over the mountaing of Kontucky,
have gotten to Glasgow by the 13th, the same
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day upon which Bragg arrived.  Nothing
eotthd Bave prevented their junction, for Smith
had already din]"!rmcl or destroyed ETOLY Or-
gaunized Federal foree in Northern sand Central
Kentueky, and Buall was on the othor side of
Bragg. Geners]l 8mith's loss was very small
at Richmond. Deducting that loss, and sueh
gurrison as he might bave deemed it necvasary
to leave at Lexington, and his cavalry, which
it was noceasary to actively employ in harnss-
ing George Morgan's retreat, in front of Cov-
ington and in the vicinity of Louisville, he
vould have taken more than ten thousand in-
funtry to Genersl Bragg's assistance. I this
computation be correct, Brage would have
boon able to heve cutnumbered Buell at nny
point whers the collision might have securred.
Had Bucll attempted to turn Munfordsville
while the Confederate forees were massed
there, e would only have exposed himeelf to
still greater danger; for his eoluimn, prolomged
and taken in flank, must have bean destroyed,
e knew this, and with the wise uu:‘]m‘it.'_'.' born
of true soldierly prudence, moved during the
whole period of the cmergeney right wpon his
enemy's front.

I have already spoken of the vacillution
und  incertitude of purpose which General
Bragg began o exhibit at this juneturee, and
which, inereasing with every duy, Anally lost
bim all the fruits of his provicusly brillinnt
aml sucevssful strategy, and came near ruining
bis army. He displayed this infirmwity of reso-
Tution sigually st Munfordsville.  He wrote to
Richimond on the 17th of ._""-u;:l--mher.. the ﬂl}j‘
that he took Munfordsville, that his junction
with Kirby Smith wus assurcd, and that Buell
cotild not escape them, nor sucoessfully resist
their combined forces.  Ho instructed General
Polk un the 19h te reeall certanin detacliments
and have his corps concentrated and md;r for
tattle, which he said was limminent, as Buell
wane ndvancing to ottack. Yet, on the same
day, with no change in the condition of allairs
which any one hag ever been able to point out,
or, perhaps, conceive, be ordersd his trsins to
b moved Immediately to Banlstown, and be-
gan marching the army to that place at day-
light the mext morning,  Buell, finding his
way to Louisville unoxpoctedly opened, pressed
on rapidly and withoul even & menwce from
his appurently bewildered antagonist.

Generul Brage bas offered an excuse for this
singular and fatal step, by which bhe surren-
dered & mre and almeost unprecedented strate-
gic sdvantage, which—it is dving him no
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wrong to declare—is utterly fallacious and un-
tenable. e thas cxplains his retirement from
Munfordsville in his official report: « Roduced
at the end of four days Lo three days" mtiones,
and in a hostile country, utterly destitute of
supplies, a serlous engagement brought on uny
where in that direction could not fuil (whatever
its results) to materinlly eripple me.  The loss
of a battle would be eminently dizastrous,”
What General Bragg meant by saying he
was in a < hostile country " must be left to cone
Jeeture, I Lie termied it hostile bocause it was
not part of a seceded State, and bad recently
been in undisputed possession of the enemy,
steh facts affordel a fimsy pretext for his ne-
tion, for ho certainly knew all that perfoctly
wall bafore he entered Kentueky, and, indesd,
was largely indueed to come by such consider-
ations, I be weant that the sentiment of the
prople was hostilo to the Conlederntes, he was
mistnken, I he did not know that the gym-
pathies of the population, in the midst of
which he was then operating, was largely in
his fuvor, be was steangely ignorant of an je-
portant fact, which, ns o commander, be should
have known, and which was certainly well
known to every one save himself, MNoris his
deseription of that country sas belng *destitute
of supplics” more accurate.  On the contrary,
the general countrey which General Beage then
controllod, and to which his commissaries had
free and easy aceess, abounded with supplies,
Of course they were not eollected in lacge
qunlllitif_-a nt |N.ri.l|l,a convenient for lis e,
That was his work—not the buasiness of the
people.  But with the organization and offort
which iz necessary to provision Inrge bodies of
men, in & region suddenly oecupial, thers
wottld have been 1ttle difficulty and no failure
to keep the troops adequately rationed, 1
lieand some complaint from infantey comimissa-
ries, doring the time the army was in Ken-
tucky, that the milling facilities were not what
might have been expected in a State so fortile
and populous, but nu difficalty was suggested
then which eould be enlled or was decmed insu-
perable, or even serious to ondinary eare und
energy. Yet, evan if the country immediately
nbout Munfordsville was ©destitute of sup-
plies.” General Bragg had the  Bluegrass re-
gion ™ und Kirby Smith to feed him; and that
he eould rely on succor from that quarter had
ulready been proven, for on the 19th of Sep-
tember—the day on which he issued orders to
rotire to Bardstown—a supply train, furwanded
by Generul Smith, hed reached him. Dot this
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explanation wns evidently an aftertbought.
Genernl Bragg knew, s well as any one, the
difficulty of supplying an army on tho march,
and without depots of provisions, in any sort
of country; and be must have taken it into
considerntion when be advanced with such
celerity and to so great a distance, He mani-
festly meant to live upon the country, where
ever he might happen to be, until he had
gained a decisive victory, and hnd leisure to
establish depots, Tt was clenrly his intention,
ut vne time, to supply his army by capturing
Bowling Green and the stores collected there;
and wo are Justithed, by all the circumstances
mipe] Genernl Brage's own ulterances, in believ-
ing that, howover limited his commissariat
miny bave been, e was Indused, by doubts and
fouwrs of an altogother different nature, to aban-
don Lis matured purpose of Bghting and beat-
ing Buell somewhore south of Louisville,

He upquestionably threw nway his most
favorable opportunity to strike o blow which
wauld be decisive and sure to secure him per-
manent advantage, when he declined battla at
Munfordsville, Nevertheless, throe alicrmative
policies were yet in his olection, each of which
promised very desirusble results, He could
have marched rapiily Lo Louisville, instruct-
ing Guneral Smith to effeet o junction with him
there, The latter would bave had less than
cighty miles to march, and could have resched
Louisvilly in sdvance of Bragg, The furee
then garrisoning the city could bave made ne
effective resistages,  The twenty-two thousand
reinforeements which Buell subsequantly got
there—ninid ll.u:y werne raw levies—had ot et
arrived, snd the placo was practieally unforti-
flisl. It weuld have fallen, perhaps, with-
ot & struggele into the possession of the first
Confederate column which arrived. General
Bragg eould have drawn mtions upon & scala
that might bave contentod even him, and could
have hurlsd iz own army and that of Kirby
Smith upon Buell when be approached. This
plan, suecessfully carried out, would have ac-
complished all that a victory at Munfordsville
might have given, but it would not have been
so cortain or easy of exccution.  Again, General
Bragg, afler withdrawing from Buell's front,
and ufter the latter had proceeded to Laowis-
ville, could bave fallen back on Nashville and
capturcd the garrison there very readily, befiro
relief could have reached it, and probubly
without loss upon his part. General Smith, of
course, would have then been compelled also
to retire from the State; but he coulil have
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done go ot his leisure, and in pnrﬁu:l; safety,
taking nway with him all the stores that he
had capturesd or colleclisl,  While this pro-
gramma would have invelved the sbandon-
ment of Kentucky, it would have restored the
whole of Tennessee to the Confederacy, giving
new impetus o enlistments by the Tennes.
seeans, and justly have been reganled as & sat-
iefactory tormination of the campaign,  Or, in
the third place, every effort having been di-
rected ton prompt concentration of all the Con-
federnte forees within his reach, and o resoluts
use of all available means employed, he might
huve encountered Buell, even after the latter
Lad united the relnforcements collectsd  at
Louisville to his own ariny, with the probsbil-
ities of vietory decidedly in his favor,

Perhaps no better expression of the possibil-
Ities of tha situstion can bo given, and no
juster eriticism of the eourse pursned by Gen-
eral Hrage sugpested, than by surmising what
General Loe, Albert Jolhnston, or Stonownll
Juackeon would have done, had either of those
commanders occupied bis position at that time.

Genersl Smith, having receivid no intimi-
tion from Genoral Broge that an immediate
coneentration of all the forces was necessary
or desired, went to work with great energy
after his arrival at Lexington to atilize all the
resourees of the fertile and abundant Bluegrss
resrlon, and to encourage enlistinents.

In the latter effort he was not so suceessful
as he had hoped o be; and yet, when it is
rememboped that the c‘mning of tha Confidl-
erates was entirely unexpected, and that they
retrentod from Kentucky before their presones
had censed to be matter of novelty and sup-
prise, the et that some thees thousand eava-
alry woers recruited, smd perbiaps a5 many in-
fantry, during the brief oeccupation of the
Btate, may be roceived as evidenee that s
longer stay and bobder aftitude by the South-
ern leadors would bave brouzht many theu-
sands more into their mnks,

General Tleth, after threatening Cincinpati
and inspiring a consternation which induaeed
the temporary detachment to that fuarter af
a portion of the reinforcements which wers
tweing hurried to Duoell, foll back to Georers
town, twelve miles from Lexington, As It
was important to observe closely and, i they
were mdvancing, make an effort to retand the
Fuderal forcos which had pushed out from
Cinclnnati, upon Heth's withdmwal Generl
Hmith ordered me to proceed with that part
of Genernl Morgun's commund not mlgn;;:—!d
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in the mountains to the vicinity of Coving-
tm.  This force, shout six hundred strong,
was almoat incessantly engaged for some days
in skirmishing with the Federal column, which
seomed during that period to be en ronde for
Lexington, It soon discontinued its advance,
however, and the shipment of troops from
Cincinnati by boats, observed by our scouts
watching the river, dirclosed beyond all doulbt
the fact that the enemy was concentrating at
Louisville. A demonstration against the infan-
try, seven or eight thousand strong, which had
fullen back to Walton, twenty-five miles from
Covington, nlthough it resulted in the eapture
of some one hundred or more prisoners, con-
vineed me that no further retrest was contem-
plated by this body or could be induced by any
atteck upon it4 front by the force under my
commeand, even if [ should hazard it. Noar
Augusts, howover, a small town on the Ohio
Biver some fifly miles {by water) above Cin-
cinnati, was o ford passable for cavalry at the
then low stage of the stream.  IF 1 could sue-
cecd in crossing the Ohio at this point a march
ol lhit‘t__'y' iiles, leiI_'g' Lo he secomplished in s
single night, would place my eommand in the
suburbs of Cincinnati, and the disiay ocea-
sioned by its presence would have inevitably
compelled the return of the troops postad at
Walton, A considernble body of the « Home
Guards " was collected at Aupnsta, and was in
procesd of regimental ofganization for service
in the Federnl army. Numerous arrests of
Southern aympathizers had been made by the
officer in command of i, and e had com-
pletely terrifled the people of the vicinage out
of all thought of giving aid and comfort” to
the Confederacy. With a view of dispersing
this bunly nnd then crossing the river for the
demonstrution on Cincinnati, T proceeded to
Augustn with some four hundeed men, 1
fiminedl when 1 reached the hills overlooking
the little town that two “ river pun-boats " —so
a evmiple of small, stern=wheel steamers with
a twelvo-pound bowitzer mounted on each,
and their sidesa protected with hay bales wern
styled for lack of more fliting designation—
lay ut the wharl in such position that their
gung conld rake the steeots by which the town
tvsk e entersd,  They were manned, in addi-
dition to the regulae erew, with perbaps one
bundred infantry from the forees stationed at
Cineinnatl. [ was provided with two small
guns, and, opening fire on these boats, soun
drove them away. [ then anticipated no tron-
Ble with the “Home Guands™ and believed
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they wounld surrender without a fight. Raw
troops nod citizen soldiery are, however, ex-
ceedingly unrelinblo either in one way or an-
other, Thess poople made n very desperste
resistance, They ensconced thomselves in the
houses and muintained n constunt und destrue-
tive fire from the windows., In eome enses 1
wis compelled to breach the walls of the iouses
with the small picces of artillery which I have
mentioned,  Although the combat lasted not
more than Ufteen or twenty minubes, my chse
ualties were about twenty per cent of the men
engaged, and the number of killed was greator
than that of wounded. The town eaught liro
in several places during the confliet, and the
flames mged fercely ; women rushed out upon
the streets seeking to aid the wounded and
dying. The band-to-hand fighting in the
houses, when entrance indo them was forced,
was the florcest and hottest 1 evor saw. 1
witnessed in some of them the foors piled
with corpees and blood trickling down the
stairways.

1 hawe treated this affair at greater length
than its importance deserves; but I may be
pardoned for the reason that it was rather un-
usitnl in its eharacter, and was the only armed
collision which oeeurred during the campaign
on the banks of the Ohio.

About the same time, Colonel John Sceott
was very actively and efficiently engaged in
the same sort of service between Frunkfort
and Louisville; and the froshly reerdited eav-
alry regiments were initiated into active cim-
paign work as soon as they wern organized,

Buell renched Louisville on the 26th of Bep-
tomnber, and found himeell immediately in-
valved in one of those compliestions with his
awn government whicl beset and hornssed
his entire military curvor. Kentucky had pre-
viously besn tuken from the territory under
his command und wade into & sepamte mili-
wry department, under the name of the T
partment of the Obio. Ueneral I G, Wright
had been mssigned to its command, and Buell
found that officer, upon bis arrival ot Louis-
ville, in immediate command of e troops
assembled there, and in dopartmental control,
He was Wright's senior, but in Wright's terri-
tory. The question of procedence wes reforred
to Halleck, who instructed Buell on the 27th
to exercise command by virtue of hiz mnk,
und yet on the 2hth his reorgunization of the
combined armies and active preparation for
immediate offensive operations were suspended
by an onler relloving him from duty, and
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Genernl George H. Thomas, who, however,
earncstly protested agninst the change, and on
the next day Duell wus reinstated.

After Genernl Bragg had moved from Mun-
fordsville to Burdstown, the entire Confederate
etrategic line, including the disposition of the
forces wnlder Genernl Smith, may be deseribied
na extending from Bardetown on the left flank,
vin Lexington, to My Sterling on the extreme
right. It wes ono admirubly adapted for de-
fenso, However threatened, the troops could
be marched to the polnt menaced by Interlor
and excellent roads, and favorable ground for
battle wis available wherever sttack was prob-
nble,

The base at Bryantsville was secure, snd an
oxceodingly strong natural pesition. The ag-
gregate steength of the Confederate armies was
little, if any, leas than sixty-one thousand men,
Tt is to some extent & matter of conjecture,
but I mssume thoat the infuntry of Genoeml
Braggs army was tweoty =nine  thousand
strong; that of General Smith's army, includ-
illg Muarshigll and sl.l,-.\fl_:u:mn,, who reached Lox-
ington on the 17th of September, twenty-throe
thousand, and, in addition, theee thousand re-
eruits from Kentueky, who enlisted in the var-
ivus regiwents to which they could most read-
ily obtuin wecess,  According to this estimate
the effoctive infantry strength of the combined
armies apgregated fifty -flve thowsand. The
eavalry, including the regiments of recent
organization, mambersl about 2ix thoosand
The grand total, therefore, could not have boen
much short of the number at which 1 have
placed it, with a correrpondent provision of
artillery — about one hundeed  and  twenty
pivces.

Buell woved out of Louisville October 2d
with fifty-wight thouzand effectiva moen, of
which twenty-twe thousand were mw troops,
Tirecting the divisions of Sills and Dumont
upun Frankfort, he pu.!hﬂl the main btﬂl:; off
his arny toward Bardstown, The dernonstrs-
tion upon Frankfort perfectly nccomplished its
purpose, aid induesd Genersl Brgg to believe
that it was the real attack.

Among other consequences of this feint was
the untimely disturbanee of the inanguration
ceremonies in honor of the provisional Gove
ernor of Kentueky, which were in progress at
Frankfort when Iumont begun o shell the
town, but were completied en roufe,

Under the impression (st Buell was about
to throw his entire srmy upon Smith, Bmgg
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ordered 'olk to march with the Army of the
Mississippl from Bardstown via Bloomfield
towand Frankford, in order that he might strike
the cnemy in rear, while Kirby Smith should
assail him in front.  This mizconception of the
triue state of affairs is almost inconceivable;
but is not so remarkable ws the strange con-
trast exhibited by the nerve and purpose of
this plan and the timidity and vacillation of
his conduct immedintely afltorward,

On the 4th he sent Poik onders from Frunk-
fort, *Coneontrate your foree in front of Har-
ridlsburg,” and, telling him that Smith's army
wns collected nt anl:l‘nmduchnd that it was
his intention to fght so scon as e could con-
eentrate all the forees

He remigine! spparently under the impres-
sion that Buell was advancing to attack Smith
until the Tth, and on thet date zsued & battle
order at Harrodsburg, which evidently con-
templated a weneral engagement somewhere
batween Lawrencoburg and Frankfort, But
on the evening of the Tth, Gilbert, in eom-
mand of Fuell's center, came in eontact with
Hardes near Perryville, and compelled him to
prepare for action,  Hardes ealled for rein-
forcements, and Cheatham's division was sent
himy, while the remainder of Polk's corps eon-
tinued its march towand Versailles with the
view of joining the forces under General Smith
for the battle Brage expected near that plice
or Lawreneeburg,

It thus happened that General Brapg, come-
phetely misled Ty the mere demonsteation upon
Frankfort, kept more than two thirds of the
entire forve under hiz contreol, 1dly maneuver-
ing in o quarter where nothing could possibly
b wecomplizhesl, and  permitted  Tess than
twenty thousand men to Teeame engaged wpon
n field where more than forty-flve thowsand
conld have been hurled upon them, Buell's
whole army, with the exeeption of the divi-
siend of Sills end Thomont, together ton or
twelve thouwssud strong, was coneentrated st
P'I-H‘}-'\'i"t'! on the &th, and but for the vnae-
countable circumstance that MeCook had been
fghting severa]l hours before Buell was in-
formod that o battle was in progress, the Con-
federate line must have been overwhelined by
nn attack in foreo.  IF such had beon the re-
rult wt Porrvville on (e Bil, and Boell Dad
them gotten betwoeen the seattered rommantz of
the troops which opposed Lim there, as lie
would almost surely bave done, be would have
bewen muster of the situation, and nothing but
dicastor could bave befullen the Confederntes,
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For on the 9th Sills and Dumont were march-
ing to rjoin the maln body, and in another
day Buell could have had his entire ffky-cight
thousand-—minus the loss sustained in the bat-
tlo—well in hanid.

It it extromely hard to understand why
General Bragg—even if temporarily deceived
into the beliel that Buell was really sdvancing
in furee through the rugged and difficult coun-
try about Frankfort and Lawrenccburg—eould
have eontinued under that singular delusion,
after he learned that there was certninly a
etrang Federal olumn at Perryville,  Come-
mon sonss, althoogh unaided by military study
and experienee, ought to have suggested that a
prident and skillful commander, se be knew
DBuedl w be, would, when venturing to divide
his forees at such a erisls, cmploy only de
tnchments inoo countey unfitted for the promp
and convenient deployment of Iarge bodics of
treops, and avail himself of any opportunity
to move upon his enemy’s Bank when he could
do so withowt exporing hiz own, Tt is even
more remarkable that, willing, indead dosir
otts, a8 Brapr seemed, to ght o for which he
believed to be roneentruted when he was pross-
ing for battle in the vicinity of Frankfurt, he
shisld have leen reluctant to fight when ho
had repson to deom thot be should oncount-
er an enemy pactially weakened by detsel-
ments. When ho learned that Buell was ot
Pereyville, he could, with his cavalry alone,
have casily prevented Sills and Dumont from
debonching from  the Benson and Chaplin
hillg, and by noon of the 8th have massed the
infuntry of his own srimy and General Smith's
in front of his adversary,

Thee Confedernte loss ot Perryville was 88046
that of the Federals, 4,154,

On the morning of the 9th Brogy withdrew
to Harrodsburg, and on the 10th all the Con-
fedlerate forces wene in possition there, and, for
the fret time duaring the eampaign, tectically
coneentratod, The line of battle was formed
gonith of the little town; nnd EVETY li‘ling in
the attitude of the srmy—every clireumstance
by whieh the soldier not admitted to the coun-
cils of war or confidence of his commander
coiald formulate an opinion of what was about
to be done—indicated that battle was immi-
nent, O the night of the 11th Buell ap-
proached, and his long line was deployed, tak-
ing position, as all thought, for combat on the
MOrrew.

The full strength of both armies was pres-

ent. I have estimated Genern]l Brage's total
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effective, it will be romembersd, aa some three
thousand pgreater than Buells previously Lo
Perryville, nnd his loss in that battle had been
less than Buell's, Buell had twenly-two thou-
sand raw troops in his manks; Bragg not more
than six thoussnd of such  material, The
freshly - enlisted men with Buell were organ-
ized into sepamato and distinet regiments and
brigades. Those with Brage were distributed,
fur the most ]u.rl., in veleran n'ghllunl.n- and
companies, 1t is well known Lo every X pori-
enced soldier that an iotelligent and epirited
recruit, if placed in the midst of veterang, will
march and Sght us well, to all intents, ns if
truined and instructed; while large bodies of
raw men ore incficient. Had battle been
joined st Harrodsburg, it would huve been the
only great field of the war—enet or west—on
which the Confederate forees were numerieally
the stronger; and every other conceivable con-
dition was in thelr favor, Never was the
morale of an army botter than that of Gen-
eral Brge's on the eve of that anticipated
conflict. The men seomed to realize what was
ul stake, and Lo fear nothing Bt retreat, which
should carey back wor and invasion to their
hoaes wied people. They were ps vager for
combat as on the Arst day of Shiloh, and their
ardor here was supplements] by the stern
resolution of veteran soldiership.  If thees ba
any thing in the methesis of war—il the rules
by which its chanees are enleulated may over
T gafely followed — General Brage ought to
have foaght then apd thers, and must have
won, Dut the gloomy and hostile  destiny
which seemed to puirsue the {,'ullﬁ'«']n-nu'}'.. sl
Lecome manifest whenever victory was about
tor wisit Der banuners, interforsd Tt hind stricken
the wvalisnt chieflain who led us at Shiloh
with denthi; it smote our communder st e
rodsburg with s consteruation which ne wnn
in hiie ardent and wodnonied renks slueed then
L i) ] 'LH'.IIIL"EE-‘J.IIII.-I LTI

No onie knows, of course, whether or not
General Bragg formed ot Harrsdelure with
the purpose of neeopting o decisive engage
ment. T Ielieve, however, that he did, As 1
hinve gaid, there wis every evidenee of such an
intention upon bis purt, 1 rewetsbaer distinetly
noconversation T bad with some of General
Smith's stall'=offleers at o Inte hour on the
night before the fatal retreat. They were fully
impressed with the belief that we would fight
the next day, and guite as strongly with the
conyiction that we woulidl win a great victory.
I know, of course, that their improssion was
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deriviad from Geoeral Bmith, and, sssuming
that he eertainly was in General Bragge's con-
fidence, I felt not the least doubt that within
the mext twenty-four hours the mighty game
would be decided. Such was the universal
opinion in our ranks,

The two hosts lay during that night searcely
three miles mpart, vach in & grest ereseont
shape, the wings bending toward each other ns
if feeling threugh the gloom for the point of
first collision, or watehing agninst attack,

Upon our extreme left, where Morgan's cav-
n.lrj wae stationesd, & mmplet.n view of all that
the night permitted to be seen could be had,
It war o dark, cloudy night, a drizeling raio
degcending,  Long, glaring lines of camp-fires
elustered irregularly wnd, streaking the black
air with a red glow like that of hot iren,
marked the positions of the econtending ar-
mice. The flames, tessed by the night breexes,
winked througeh the raio and darkness Tike
Cyclopean cyes. To the imagination these
armies seemel distinctive, sentient individu-
alities, huge monsters of wrath and ferocity,
enger Lo Spring so &0 a8 1‘.|]1."}' eould s, Dut
when the duwn came, which should have wit-
neszed the Confedernte neeay bearing down in
dotermined aml resistless onset, it was soen,
instend, sullenly retiving acroez Dick’s River.,
Bucll, with the audaeity and alperity of move-
ment which clinrcterizsd bim during the en-
tire campaign, and which bis own people have
fuiled utterly o spprecinte, instantly pushed
on to Dunville, apparently resolved to foree
Bragg to battle in any event.  Then at length,
entirely dizeanding all doubts and consulting
only his apprehensions, the Confederate eom-
timider began rapid and undisguised reireat,
directing bis mureh for Cumberland Gap. This
dicisicn elicited remonstranee from some of his
officers and bitter murmurs from his troops, but
I this e eould not be made (o waver,

[.-'pun hiz way out of Huntuck;r. {leneral
Bruge met Breckinridge and the Kentuckinnes
unier his commuand 1.'1|tl~l'i1|.|; the State,

The Army of Tonnessee, nfter o weary amd
harassing murel, ronched Murfreesboro;  but
the army from whese front it hed retined i
Kentueky was already at Nashville, and mors
formidable Tn mwmlbers, diseipline, wd spicit
than before,

For more than two years after this disap-
pointment of its best hopo al spportunity,
that gallant Army of Tennessee strugplel
benvely meninst the constunt tide of adversity,
But opportunitics of such magnitude nnd prome
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ise, onen loet, never retirn. A victory in Ken-
tneky would have destroyed the only Federal
army In the West in which any rellance could
be placed at that time, or which, indesd, then
exictd], It would have placed our armies im-
pregnably on the Ohio with Kentucky frmly
in therir grrasp; it ol binve elenmsd the South
of invaders and brought o vast host of recruits
into the Confederale runks, The victories won
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in Virginia would have beeome froitful of re-
sults with their morml effect strongthened by
trismpihis in the West; and the stubborn North,
however reluctantly, must have consonted o
consider thoughts of compromise and pese-,
Unguestionably there were such possibilitios
i battle wnd victory; but with Dragg's ne
treal the pall fell on the fortunes of the Con-

rl.ltll.'ﬂl.'l:}". ﬂ. “rr Dllkf.
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