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Floods to Floadwalls in Newpor t ,  Kentucky 
1884 7 1951 

Remarks: 

!the G a t  Floods of 1884, 1913 and 1937 were bkiustrial-urban floods in Newport, 
Kerrtucky. Floods after 1884 were no longer just an inconvenience of nature. 
Industrial developmt, advamed machinery, and labor's workplace demanded new 
a- and attitudes. 

came and attitudes m e d  cancernFng river floods. The mnstru&ion 
of the Moodwall, reforestation, and river flow -1 have done much to protect and 
prevent new flooding. 

The city of Newport, Kentudy is no 1- the -ial-urban center. The 
threat of flood has been reduced. The lessons learned froan the Wtrial-urban 
floods hopefully will not be forgatten as the river flwdplain's image changes again. 
'Ilhis city of the river must never forget its relationship to the floodplain. 

A thank you is given to those persons who consented to  be interviewed for this 
paper and for their sharing of the past. 

The Author 



Floods are news items. Flood headlines and flood reports can be faund often 

in the local, national, and international news media. Most flood tell of 

l i t t l e  damage and loss and are soon replaced by other newsworthy i t e m s .  Most 

floods, large or emall, are forgutten except by those pemmns and families di rect ly  

affected; or froaa time to t h e  we are remWkd v&en l i f e  styles are altemd by 

floods. 

Flood news items a t  times cmcm~ major disas;ters involving destmction, 

displacement, hardship, suffering, disease, and loss of life. In a span of 50 
' 

$ 

years, the City of N e w p o r t ,  Kentucky experienced major newsworthy flooding. The 

Great Floods of 1884, 1913, ard 1937 with sweeping destrwtive foroes l e f t  their 

mark on the land and people of the area. 

Today, as the people in this city look a t  long flood walls and many river 

dams, is a sense of security from the past flood hazard. But, accon3ing to 
1 

R q  Ward, an authority on floods, there is clear widen- that the flood 

situation is getting worse in t e r m s  of the damage that can be caused by flooding. 

Despite massive m t u r e s  on flood control, flood losses wntinue to rise in 

many camtr ies  around the world. Protective measures are, in fact, often counter 

productive, since, by encouraging a false sense of security, they may resu l t  in  , 

even higher damages than would atherwise have occmred. M r .  W a r d  went on to 

state: 

this relatianship between flood protection and flood damage brings 
into focus a characteristic of the flood problem . . . . floods are 

'Rcy Ward, Floods A GeocxaMcal Fwswctive (New Yak: John Wiley & 
Sons, 1978), p. 2. 



M ~ w d i s a s t e r s .  Althuughthistermisccwmonlyusedit 
shauld be made clear that floods are natural Ishenmena and form 
part of the noLmally ccalrring range of stream-flow ~ t i a n s  (just 
as does -t, at the other end of the scale). Since stream 
channels can carry only a fraction of peak floodflows, part of the 
excess nust f l m  through and wer, or be stored on, the floodplain. 
In flood corkiitions, therefore, channels and their adjacent flood- 
plains are cmplenmtary and hseprable and together form the 
proper cxmqmme for the t3zlnmhion of floodwa-. Ilcwamr, 
flood disasters are man-made in that man has put himself a t  
risk by developing floodplains for settlement, agriculture and 
industry and by building mads, bridges, and railway lines in  
floodable positions. Such intrusim into the floodway may result 
from igna,rance or for econunic reasons (that is, the risk is wrth 
taking or worth safeguarding against) . E i t h e r  way, man's affinity 
for floodplains has a long history y d  nd affects a substantial 
pmportion of the world population. 

The City of Newport  has routs firmly planted in the soil  of the Licking River 

and Ohio River floodplains. Fraan ignorance and for econcmic reasons the city h&s 
m 

grown fram the floodplain. TWo hundred years ago General James Taylor for his 

services in the American Revolutionary W a r  received a land grant of 1500 acres 

fram the cammwdlth of Virginia. In reading E.C. Perkin's, The Borning 

of a Tcrwn New~~rt. ~ ~ C a n t ~ ~ ' ~ , 3  we are told t o  imagine the general1 s immediate 

reaction when he finally discovered that his land grant lay on the Kentu&y side 

of the Ohio River directly across fram the settlenmt of Lsantiville (1788) d 

the prubction of Fort Washington. The land grant was centered on the floodplain 

pattern as settlers began to arrive in the area. A t  f i r s t  there were stores of 

agricultural goods along the river banks-mrn, and flour awaiting shipent.4 , 

Next came the &man& of the steanbats, and the iron and steel works arose with 

* Ibid. 
? 
J 
E. C. Perkins, The Borninq of a Tawn - N e w p o r t ,  Y!antuckeell 

(Newport, Kent*: Wendling Printing, 1963) , p.5. 

4 ~ 1 e s  ~ a m y  Ambler, A ~istcav of -atation in the dlio 
Valley (Westport, Connecticut: Greemood Press, Publishers, 1929) , p. 373. 



the s a w m i l l s ;  thus the m c  life .  The area gzew f m  the swirling river's 

availability and dema~&. 

Floods became an almost yearly went in Newport. The f i rs t  truly documented 

Ohio River Valley Flood was the Great Flood of 1884. Jahn L. Vance published an 

accaurrt of the relief work and sold many copies of his flood v i m .  (Writers were 

to do the same sort of writing for profit i n  the future 1913 and 1937 floods.) Briefly 

let us  look at  M r .  Vanc%'s 1884 report of the flooding in Newport: 

While the cold wave yesterday b-t glad tidings to  the 
people that it would check the rise in the river, it only added to 
the suffer-. The increased dem& was truly won3erful, and it 
has only partly ccPmnenced, for after the water subsides, the 
sufferim~ w i l l  be greater than nuw, and the ccuumittee are in a 
quardaryastohuwtosupplythedemandsthatwillbemadeonthem 
for fuel. No c i ty  or tckJn on the Ohio River has suffered as narch 
as N a J p b r t  in  praportion to her population. H e r e  is a c i ty  w i t h  a 
papulation of twenty-five thausand people, and eighteen thausand of 
them are haaneless, and are crying for aid to re l iwe  them in their 
distressed a t i o n .  The cordition of praperty in the suhexyed 
districts is inkscribable. 

Brick hauses have caved in  by their foundations being washed 
away, while frame cottages are twisted in wery conceivable shape. 
A number of them have floated away, athers have turned up on their 
ends, and nearly wery street in the flooded district is blockaded 
by a house that has been washed away from its foundation. Fencing 
and authrruses have been carried out, and it is no trauble to find a 
fence in one part of the ci ty  that belongs half a mile up in the 
crther part. In the went that the praperty is repaired, which is 
doubtful, it w i l l  require an army of men to work all  suwner, and 
then it is dc&tful whether they ~anrepair~thedamages,  which i n  
this ci ty  w i l l  mmunt to raearly $1,000,000. . 

Mr. Vance's report of doubt as to whether the city cculd repair the 1884 

damages was wrong. %he death report of th i s  city was premature. The city 

repaired the damage, apanded w i t h  hdustry, grew w i t h  population, and then 

repeated the Great Flood of 1884 w i t h  the Great Flood of 1913 and the wm 

Greater Flood of 1937! 

5 John L. Vance, The G r e a t  Flood of 1884 in the Ohio Valley, 
(Gallipolis, Ohio: The Bulletin Office, 1884), p. 1. 
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The Floods of 1913 and 1937 were  llgreaterI9 in several ways. They were not 

floods of washed away arthausesf chicken coaps, and fences. They were not floods 

to watch f m  the security of second floor retreats. lhey were not floods for 

m l y  those directly in the mddy water's path. The Floods of 1913 and 1937 were 

floods for everyom living in Newport, aTd the summdhg area, because by this 

time Che city and area had bemne modern, hdustrial-urban centers. N-rt was 

an imbtcial-urban cater  w i t h  we?? 30,000 people livinJ within the city limits 

and with thausands of mrkers who were dependent upcm factories for their daily 

bread. Many mre outside the city area in Fort ThoaMs, southgate, and Highland 

Heights were upon the city for gas and electric, telephone and telegram, 

transprtation including auto, train and trolley car, coal supply, medical services 
v 

and food-water supplies. The city had t ru ly  became, as had many cities of America, 

the center of large urban rae-rks frcnn which utilities, transportation, health, 

food and water distributed. 

The Great Flood of 1913 was the first irdustrial-urban flood in -1 

Caunty, K;ierrtuclcy. It was followed less than 25 years later with the second 

hthtrial-urban flood. Floods could no longer be viewed as just an inconvenience 

of nature. Diiustrial d e v e l w  of the late 1800's and early 1900's with 

tedmologically advamed machinery and the demand for labor to be at its workplace 

changed awamness ard attitudes tuward floods. This new awareness-attitude after 

1913 and I937 was to include those persons not directly affected by the flooding, 

Included then in the call for flood protection and prevention were significant 

owners of businesses and factories, a significant mnber of workers and the 

massive federal g o v w  programs of the Great Depression; thus the change frum 

earlier floods. 

The Great bpession and World War I1 forced upan intellectuals, capitalists, 

and carmnon people vast social and economic changes. The people in the City of 



, Newport were to reflect the nation as it wped w i t h  what appeared for a time to be 

short period of time, the peuple faced the e c o d c  struggle, the force of 

naturels flood, and the demands of world war. They reached for protectian 

#rough, as h i s t o r h  Charles Beard put it in 1935, the Hwrbclrdintion of pemmal 

ambition and greed to  camm plans anrl pupses.16 ih. program of the New Deal 

prwided order to the city during and after the choas of the 1937 Flood. The 

demand for steel for the war effort, coupled w i t h  the Flood Control Act of 1936, 

produced the chain of events leading to the 1951 completion of the floodwalls. 

The floodtwall capletion is a t  f i r s t  seen as a significant victory for the 

mass of people so often ravaged by the flood waters. upan a closer obsewation ' 
n 

the significant number of people producing the floodwall is replaced by the 

efforts of a significant few. After the 1913 Flood and the transportation demands 

of World W a r  I, there was pruduced the canalization of the Ohio River. The canal 

system supplemnted the railmads for carmnercial and possible military transport. 

After the 1937 Flood, the support for the floodwall by business h t e e s b  grew as 

the possibility of war appeared on the horizon. Leading this business gmup was 

examinatian of voter records, htemiews with project participants, and 

reccgnition of steel and business support in passing the floodwall bond issue 

raised the specture of this significant few brbqing about this historical change. 

This paper w i l l  examine the folluwhg t o  show the effects of the 

hdustrial-urban floods and the protective floodwalls. 

'kbezt 8. McElvaine, The Great Dermssion - Jherica 1929 -1941 
(Tomto, Canada: Time Books, 1984), p. 205 



Part I The G r e a t  Stonns of 1884, 1913, and 1937 

The great storm of 1884, 1913, and 1937 bnqht death and 
destruction hrcan the sathwe& to the east. T h e  huge rainfalls 
could not be contained. 

Part I1 N w  - 'Ihe Urban C i t y  of the Floodplain 

Newport, KMltucky grew into an indtustrial-urban city frcnr 
1870's to 1930's with expamkd size, population and h3mIx-y. 

Part I11 The Great  Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937 

The Great Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937 bmught to a stand- 
s t i l l t h e ~ i a l ~ ~ a n d ~ a n e w a ~ s  
and attitude about flood protection and pxwerrtian. 

Part IV Families of the Floodplain 

Survivors of the storms and floods have stories to tell of 
coping and hopes for the future. Many placed great hope for future 
C l e v e l m  in the floodwall protection. 

G r e a t  effort was e;rcperded in the development of the floodwall 
system. The ecorwanic crises of the G r e a t  Depression and the hard- 
ships of World War I1 made the stmggle even more difficult. 

This pqper utilizes books and reports froan the 1884 - 1951 era, bodks and 

technological papers W i n g  with flood and flood control, maps of rivers and 

cities, reprints of pictures and picture post cards, river and city histories, and 

personal interviews w i t h  individuals who lived thraugh the raging floods and the 

completed floodwall. 



4 The Great Stonus of 1884, 1913, and 1937 

P a r t 1  



QlEAT SKXMS OF 1884, 1913, AND 1937 

The Great Stonns of 1884, 1913 and 1937 follcwed historical patterns of eons 

ago as rain, wind, and hail moved frcaa w e s t  to east over the Ohio River Basin. The 

~ r e a t s t o n n o f  19i3 is tolaindetai lbecause itwas t h e f i r s t h u g e s t ~ n n t o b e  

storm pat- was used for cumparison lxlrposes for many years. 

The mt S t o m  of February 1884 carried heavy rainfall into the upper 

Mississippi V a l l e y  and Ohio River Valley. When massive rain cavers the Ohio River 

Basin (Exhibit #1), the outlet for the accunailated was ard is the Ohio River 

flowing west t o  the Mississippi River. This is a result of the decline in land' 
h 

elevation as the river flaws from Pittsburgh in the east to Cairo in the w e s t  950 

miles away (Exhibit #2) .7 ihe rain water of 1913 was t o  follow this t ~ l e s s  

The storm or series of storms did not bring w i t h  it the destructive winds as 

in 1913. It is beliwed that rain mammnab totaled l k s e  of the 1937 storm 

period and covered as large an area. Without the benefits of weather forecasting 

and specific storage of rain data, there is no readily available record of how 

larye the storms m. It was a W of reaction to the natural elenen&. li.1 the 

simplest of tenns - - it mined and the river flooded. 

The .attitude toward the storms ard flood was different fram later urban- 

industrial floods. In 1884, floods happened and the people in them or influenced 

by them made the best of a very bad situation. The following excerpt, tdken f m  

the Kentucky State Journal even demonstrates soane humor in the flooding: 

J- Caulfield, The River Book: Cincinnati and the Ohio 
( C i n c i n n a t i :  %he Program for Cincinnati, 1981) , p. 106. 



something More of the Flood 

Again this ci ty  has assuu& its normal. condition as to  land 
andwater, butthereishawwer, farmorelandmthanm€m3was 
two weeks ago, but the addition is so soft that it can not be 
called Terra F a ,  and those who have often sighed to laxd 
cwners are gettirg away with the nasty stuff as fast as possible. 

The scene of desolation is not inrpmved hy the fal l i rq  of the 
waters, as the damages are now visible, an3 fences and houses of 
$1 descriptions are dawn, and it w i l l  take 3 lcng t ime before this 
city will appear as it did before the flood. 

8mtucky State Journal - Volume VII. Newport, Kentucky February 14, 1884 



The Great Storm of March 1913 brought death and destrwtion in mid-America 

to Detroit in the north. 

Unlh 1884, two aksbr&q accounts of the storm of bbrdI 1913 have been 

faund which give a better m t a n 3 h g  of weather amditions that can occur in the 

Ohio valley fram to ~une. W.  C.W. oarratt of b Femnaylvania Lines 9 

and Mr. Alfred J. Henry of the U.S. of ~griculture Weather Wlreau 10 

produced books about the storm and flood. The Fennsy1vani.a Lines1 account of 

stona and flood was written as a corporate history of the destruction of railroad 

praperty in the states of Femsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. 'The 

U.S. Department of Agriculturels acmunt of the storm and flood was written to 

demmhate the latest result of weather and flood forecasting as scientific 

advames. The information produced a detailed, historical record of the weather 

conditions. 

The follwing is bken frcnn C.W. Garrett's report of the storm: 

The flood of lhzch, 1913, was brought about by an unusual 
succession of weather conditions which may possibly never be 
repeated, but which may recur at any time, particularly in the 
spring seasan. 

PrecedingtheheavyrainsofbbrdI23to27themwasa 
storm of mihate intensity on March 20 and 21, a c c a p n i e d  by 
winds as high as 60 to 70 miles an hour, w h i c h  badly crippled 
telegraph service through the whole territory served by the 
Fwmylvania Lines w e s t  of Pittsburgh. There was a precipitation 
of one-half to one irach of rain through the valley of Ohio and its 
tributaries, which pretty thomqlity saturated the graund, so that 

C. W. Garratt, Fmnsylvania Lines West of P i t t s h q h  - A History 
of the Flood of March 1913 (Pittsburgh: Femsylvania Railroad, 1913) , p. 7 .  

lo Alfd J. Henry, The Floods of 1913 in the Ri.vers,, of the Chi0 and 
I m e r  Mississitmi Valleys (Wllletin Z,  U. S. Departmmt of Agriculture Weather 
Wlreau: Washington, D.C., 1913), p. 11. 



when the heavier rains canre, they inunediately ran off into the 
stremrrs. 

Akter this stomhad passed off through the valley of St. 
Iaw~m-mx, a storm of great intensity develaped i n  the southe&. 
O n t h e m m i n g o f E a s t e r ~ y , ~ 2 3 , t h i s s t o n n w a s c e r r t r a l  
m Colorado, ard i n  adhranee of it, rain was falling in I l l inois  
and Indiana. It mwed no-y dwiq the day, and, 
hcmasing in force, was acapnied  near its center by a number of 
to-, several of them of high velocity. One of these 
tornadoes did great damage i n  the ci ty  of Omaha, Nebraska, on 
Suadayevenhg, mdotherswere~iencedalcngthepathofthe 
center of which contimed no-y, being in 
the Sault Ste.  Marie on m y  mrning, the 24th. As the Stamn 
advanedl the area of law bamnetric pressure, w i t h  an 
moisture laden, cavered the great central basin. Cold winds from 
areas of ralatively high barca;netric pressure precipitated this 
mristure, ard on Sllnday aftermon and night rain was falling 
theenthnorthemandeasternquarteroftheunitedstates. fF 
The meteorological maps of the U.S. Weather Wlreau (Exhibit #3-5) report the 

cccnditians 03er the Ohio River Basin fm Sunday, March 23, to  Friday March 28, 

1913 .I2 

The  fallow^ is taken frcrm Alfred J. Henry's report of precipitation arwl 

floods in Ohio, March 1913: 

The flood of Ma~ch, 1913, was due to an excessive rain falling 
upon a surface that was already i b m q h l y  saturated. There was no 
snuw upon the gmuml, ard the surface soil was not frozen, so that 
the usual w i n t e r  flood ccnditions were  absent; but the surface soil 
was very wet, and small stmans and depressions were well f i l led by 
freqmnt precipitation during the f i r s t  part of March. 

On Sunday, March 23rd, rain began t o  fa l l  in northwestern Ohio 
a t  about 8:00 a.m., and in  central districts durw the middle of 
the folmloon. The rainfall during Sunday was about 2 inches in the 
M a w  and ~ a m e d s ,  in 1~0rthWe~tem Ohio, and abaut 0.5 
inch in central districts, but was very slight in  sarthern counties. 
The rain erded by early evening in most of the State. 

Rain began to  fall  again soon after  midnight and f e l l  almost 
continuously thmugh the 24, 25, and 26. By the morning of the 
24th the total 24-haur rainfall was about 3 inches i n  the Sandusky, 
Maumee, and upper G r e a t  Miami River Valleys, but less than 1 inch 
in  the sorrtheastem portions of Ohio. 

C. W. Garrett, Fennwlvania Lines West of Pittsbumh - A Histow 
the Flood of March 1913 ( P ~ ~ :  Fennqlvania Fhilroad, 1913) , p. 7. 

I2Ibid .  p. 8 .  



the day, Eilrmday, March 24th, the fall was heaviest in 
the upper Great Miami Valley and amcwrrted to 3.7 hches at Piqua, 
Miami County. 

 he for the 24 haus the evening of the 24th 
averaged 1.9 inches in the SciOta Valley above Colmbus, 1.9 inches 
in the Great Miami Valley ahuve Day ta ,  2.1 inches in the Little 
Miami Valley. 1.6 inches in the Sarrttusl<ly Valley, and 1.3 inches in 
the -valley above Zanesville. The greatest fall r e p o w  
was 5.6 inches at  Piqua. 
, The total rainfall f m  Sunday morning up to the wening of 
M y  the 24th averaged 3.6 incrhes in the samhdq? watershed, 3.1 
~ h t h , e S c i & ~ a b a v e C O l ~ & ~ ~ ,  2.9 lncheshtheGreatMiami 
Valley above Dayton, 2.4 inches i n  the Little Miami, and 1.9 inches 
in the Mmkbgm abave Zanesville. In Hancock and Wyaml0-t counties 
i t ~ a ~ ~ 4 ~ , a n d i n M i a m i C o u n t y 6 . 6 i n c l h e s .  

The rainfall was very heavy during Monday night. A t  
Ekllefontaine, in Logan County, it was about 4.5 in&es; in 
Richland County, 4 inches; Marion County, 3.6 inches; Shelby 
Caurrty, 3.5 inches; and in Seneca cam*, 3.3 inches. 

Ihetotalrainfalluptothemrningofthe25thwasthat 
rainfall which caused the flood waters in Indiana and western Ohio. 
Unfortunately not many of the observations are made i n  the morning. 
A c h a r t s h c x J s a f a l l o f 9 ~ i n M i a m i C a u r r t y ,  a n d 7 i n c h e s i n  
Marion County, and 7.4 inches in Logan County. The fa l l  was over 6 
in&es wer a laxye portion of the north central part of Ohio. 

The heaviest rainfall had maved eastward by the 25th, and the 
Nwkhgm Valley received mre than the western watersbls. A t  
Ashland Caunty, the fall fmw 12:30 p.m. M y ,  the 24th, until 
12:30 p.m., -y, was 5.96 inches. The rainfall for the 24 hours 
endirrgtheevenhqofthe25thwasmorethan4inchesweralarge 
@of theWF= w e l l  as in the central 

The Ohio R i v e  Watershed, special W a l l  chart for 23-27, 1913 

(Exhibit #8) reports the anwnurt of rainfall in inches and tenths in the Ohio River 

Basin14 They are a preview of the 1937 storm period. 

For several days it rained heavily i n  Newpor t ,  but the city was to escape the 

storm death and destmction fcrund in uther mid-west areas ( w i t  #6-7). 

Newspapers in 1913 played the primary role in reporting events of the day. 

l3Alfred J. Henry, The Floods of 1913 in the Rivers of the Ohio aTld 
Lmer Mississimi Vallevs (Bulletin Z, U.S. Department of Agriculture Weather 
Wlreau: Washington, D.C., 1913), p. 45. 



Theheadlines 0fthedaFlynewspapers reveal the saga of the  stormand floodas it 

p- f r ~ m  N- to Daytan, Ohio and to the Ohio River Valley. 

The Cincinnati Post reported the following statistics froan the 

killer-tornadoes that swept through the midwest. 

March 24, 1913 
Omaha,, Nebraska " K i l l e r  'lbm&es" 

Dead 
Omaha, Nebraska 75 

Inj- 
550 

Chicago, Illinois 4 150 
Council Bluffs, Iawa 12 20 
mat Sprhgs, Missauri 5 50 
Terre Haute, Indiana 18 75 
Bani, Florida 3 2215 

?he Kentuckv Edition Cincinnati Times-Star pblished the follawing news 
items: 

1 

Qaaha, Nebraska MSoldiers are Guarding the Smoldering Ruins in Path 
of a T o n x & - + m t  Killed wer 200 and Injured Many88 

Washington, D.C. I8New Storm c!dx~-HHeaded East8! 

Newport. Kentudy "Miss E i l y  Crawley E n m i n e d  w i t h  a Social L a s t  
&&q81 1 

The Cincinnati Times-Star reported the following news item: 

l&C& 25, 1913 
c i n c h t i ,  M o  81Storms Hit Oentral Indiana and ahiow 

llCincinnati to Expect 40 Fbot Ohio Rivert8 

Also in the newspaper the follming advertisRmerrt appeared: 

C i n c h t i ,  Ohio wShillitos: W t S  $3.75-$4.25 
IRnbrellas $1.25 eachw 

88hrwident Bank: Save for a Rainy my117 

15me Cincinnati post, 24  arch 1913. 

l6The Kentucky Times-Star, 24 March 1913. 

17me Cincinnati ~imes-star, 25 IWEII 1913 



Ths Cincinnati Post headlhes read: 

New?=% Kesltucky "Heavy Rajns mtampt Car service--Lic.king River 
Rising" 

"Rain muses Streets to BEKXXIE Lakes-Eveqree~~ Car 
Tracks Ooveredl' 

mile, ~labama "stcam Rages over ~uli--- ~astlll8 

The IWltWW Th-S- headlines read: 

Dayton, M o  llDayton levee Breaks-Delaware HitN 

' I~awn River valley to ~incinnati"l9 

The Kentuckv Th-Star reports the ohio River flood 

arriving in Newport: 

Cincinnati, M o  ItMtndreds Made Idle By Flood-411 Creek Plants- 
* P & +St. Ekrrmrd-Carthage-Ivorydale Closet1 

By March 27, 1913, the rain was stapPi.ng in the Ohio River Basin Area. Rain 

totals of 6.6 in Toledo, 10.16 in Marion County, 6.97 in Colunbus, 7.87 in 

Delaware, and 8.94 in Dayton, Ohio were reported. The runoff waterwas making its 

m y  into the valley~.*~~t was the Licking and Chi0 River's time to bring 

hardship to the bkhstrial-urban city of Newport, -. 
The Great Storm of 1937 was axplicated by the melting snow in the nwxuYtains 

bordering the Ohio Valley, to the east and southeast of the city of Newport. 

Although m e r  a hundred miles away the water runoff produced an Ohio River stage, 

18The cincinnati Fast, 25 March 1913. 

'9The KentUckv Times-Star, 25 March 1913. 

20The Kentuckv Times-Star, 26 March 1913. 

21- Cincinnati Ewdmr, 1 April 1913. 



of nearly 45 feet by January 14. This was not unusual for the mnth of ~anuary, 

but cuupledwith 13 h b e s  of rain in  the next few days brought theOhio fiver to 

65 feet by January 16.22 

Once again the rain water found its historical path down the Ohio River 

Valley. Once again the river was to reclaim its place on the flood plain. The 

rain bas to raise the Ohio River tributaries f i r s t .  Ihe Liddm~ River w e s t  of 

N e w p o r t  like the M i l l  Creek 'klest of Cincinnati, mnnally, are hardly known to 

exist; but wfien such prolonged and phaamal rains f a l l  frcxn the heavens, the 

avenhehed Ohio River is unable to carry off the tributary excess waters and 

means flood for the citie13.~3 Little did the writers of The 1913 Stcnn ard flood 

Iaaw that they were to  see their observation repeated again in 1937. Ihe 
m 

scientific of weather and flood forecasting developed after 1913 did much 

to aid the victims of the Flood of 1937. 

A s  in 1884 1913, the newspaper headlines were to tell the storm Story as 

the flood conditions were to  denlap.  

The Kentuckv Post published the follawing news ite;ms: 

"Fear of Flood Alloyed Here as fiver Falls w i t h  
'Imperature" w e c e  Devereaux, U.S. Meteomlogist 
I I ~ I I  

January 15, 1937 
N a ~ p o r t ,  .Kentucky "Kipporkme ~huwirg - The Crime of Dr. F o r k s  with 

Ken Maw" 

22Ida Kessler shrstein, Cincinnati Then and Now (The V o t e r s  Sewice 
Education ~und, lZle of women V o t e r s ,  1981), p. 219. 

231rrwell m, Hunsrv Waters - The S t o w  of the Great Flocd 
(Univemal Book ard Bible Hcuse, 1937), p. 25. 

24The Kentucky Post, 14-15 January, 1937. 



Ihe Cincinnati Times-Star published the following headlines: 

Jar r~ary  17, 1937 
Cincinnati, Ohio "Rain lbtals 13 Inches1' 

J m  19, 1937 
Cincinnati, Ohio "Rain ~ecord*' 

"60 Feet of Water" 

"Refugees Given Shelter1t 

k i l a  W i l l i s  Foage in her 1938 thesis based on her service with the American 

~at ional  Red Cmss in the Flood of 1937 described the rain frara the storms as 

~ i ~ ?  Yes, there was saane excitement. l3ut for the most 
part people did not appear accited. Faces were serious but calra. 
Ihe things that impressed one most vividly were the steady dawnpaur 
of the rain, which seemed never to be going to cease, and the wan 
faces of m and warn, a l l  drench& to the skin. There was the 
splash of the oars of boatmen mirg in the dark, s a n e t i m e s  with a 
single lantern or flashlight;  there were the drone and lights f 
.airplanes werhead, and ever the awful saund of pouring rain. 2g 

Rwm January 14th to January 24th, "Black S~rkiay,~~ rain would continue 

f luwig  into the Ohio River Valley. A s  the rivers rose to wash into the C i t y  of 

N e w p o r t ,  headline space was taken for this story frum W a & h g t m ,  D.C.: 

I 1 B e t t e r  Days Ahead; F.D.R. Says1' 
'9Takes Oath i n  Driving Rain1' 
l'Prcpnises New Steps to Aid Nation's Under privileged1'27 

and on the back page a story corkained a report on the growing Nazi efforts in 

Genmarry t o  Germanize the Bible. The stories held for this nment in history 

l i t t le  concern f o r  the people of Newport. The rain and the river were the great 

*'Leila W i l l i s  Ebage - The Work of the American National Red Cmss in 
Can@ell County, Kentucky, in the O h i o  Valley Flood of 1937. Iexhgbn,  Kentudcy, 
1938. University of Kentucky. 

27The C i n c h l a t i  Times-Star, 17 & 19 January, 1937 



concern for the people of Newport.  The  rah and the river preoccupied their 

minds. Once again, the river city's efforts were called upan to  preserve its 

hbstrial-urlxm systems threatend the rising river - food, water, 

tranqmrtation, light and power, police and fire protection, and cammicatiom. 



Newport - The Urban City of the Floodplains 

F'art I1 



Froan the 1880's to 1937, the City of N e w p o r t  had grown in  size, m a t i o n ,  

end -trya To better uTderstand the G r e a t  Floods and their impact, it is 

necessary to view the ci ty  as it appeared (Wits #9-21). 

The ccanbined city area canprised the northem one-eighth of the Canpbell 

Caanty land area. ?he city was surrcnuded by rivers (Licking and Ohio) on three 

sides and a large creek (Taylor) ran thruugh the middle. The valley floodplain 

had been developed with houses, bus- and br3ustx-y side by side in integrated 

neighboxhoods. 

The city by 1937 w a s  into the autmnbile truck era of transportation. ' 
? 

The trolley line was available for those in  need of such transportation; but most 

living within the city walked to their destinations. The trolley lines followed a 

grid pattern of street dweloprmt. The s k t s  ran frenn the river banks 

( e l m t i o n  520 feet) to the hills (elevation 780 feet). FKlm Newport 

the trolley lines and streets linked Bellevue, Dayton, the Newport suburb of 

Sathgate, and the D i s t r i c t  of the Highlands, including Fort Thaaaas Military Post. 

(The trolley line wculd end with the 1937 Flood. It was replaced by diesel buses 

not w e n t  on steel tracks to carry its passengers.) 

The population of the c i ty  was cmentmted in the valley. (The hillside 

neighborhods were  to  await the Post World War I1 Era and the massive use of the. 

gasoline powered autos and diesel buses for devel-t. ) The follc]wi.rq is a 

ccanparison of populations: 

2%nited States Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Cmmrce, 
Washington, D.C. 



W i t h  the hsiness and Wiustrial growth of the city in  the period of 1880 to 

1937, the papulation m e d  away fram the river banks. A s  many shop crwners, 

businesgaen, industrialists, and professionals mwed from the west side of Newport 

t o  the east side and froan the river banks t o  the hilltops, the space vacated, be 

it the second story f l a t  or W the store apartment, was fi l led w i t h  either new 

coxmxcial. intasks or was turned into housing for the new i rkb t r i a l  workers. 

Shanty tuwn neiglbzbx% developed along the railroads, arexlnd the ircm and steel 

works, along the river banks, and in the deserted barracks hausing of the old 

The aescenaerrts of the original English, German, and Irish settlers witnessed 

the arrival of Italians, Ihngarians, Poles, Greeks, and Blacks. By 1937, the city 

was to see ahother change, the arrival of poor white Appalachians. This group i n  

the Great Depression was often set apart fram the older groups. They wuld be the 

las t  h h e d  and the f i r s t  fired. They would be the laryest group participating in 

the Welfare P m g r a ~ ~  of the 1930's and beyond in pmportion to their pementage in 

the total palxllation. All were seeking and ccwpting for qlayment, housing, 

city services, and ducation for their children. The city by 1937 boasted of 

hav- a public high schwl, a Catholic high schcal, six pblic elementmy 

schools, a Catholic academy, four Catholic elementary schools, one black 

el-* s c h o ~ l ,  and - ~ e b r e ~  sch001.29 

The Mansion H i l l  Area in east Newport between the mial - i rdus tr ia l  area 

of the city and the Taylor creek had by the 1890's developed on the las t  lands 

sold by General Taylor's family30 Tkis area, during the Floods of 1913 and 1937, 

was t o  prwide the bulk of relief within the city to flood victims through 

29~orthern Ken- Review, Pictorial and Industrial Review of 
Northern Kentudw Kenton and Cambell Counties (Newpor t ,  Kentucky: Northern 
Kentucky Review, 1923) , p. 63. 

30Larry Stevenson, Walkins Taur of Mansion H i l l  (Newport, Kentucky: 
Mansion H i l l  Neighborfiiood Association). 



donations of food, clothing, mney, and shelter. Mamion Hill became an isolated 

island of majestic houses almost surraunded by the flood waters. 

Tne Mansion Hill Wtion to the City of Newport derived its name fram the 

area that was sold f m  the graund fllrrcxlndZvlg the General Taylor Mansion. Here 

lots were sold in -the 1890's as typical hame sites of 301 X 100' for $1,375 to 

$8,000 per site. It was a true suburb of its day and was served by gas and 

electric, trolley cars, runnihg water, indoor plmbing, ard contained green, 

grassy areas. ?he city directory of the era read like the city's ')who's who." 

Faund living there were Clarace Davidson, ccmmmial merchant; 
General Taylor's heirs, land developers; Samuel ~igstaff, banker 
bridge developer; Joseph Cloud, insurance; George Weidemann, Jr. , 
brewer; H. Veith, lumber mercharrt; Charles Willis, music sales; 
John Yungblut, drugs and dyestuff; John Tang- manufacturer; 
and the AnlreM3 Falily, ircn and steel producerS.f' 

The Mansion Hill Area stood abave the floodplain in sharp contrast to the 

housing of the floodplain. The areas north, east, and west of the hill housed the 

hlustrial workers, river workmen, small shopkeepers, and tradespeople. Here they 

lived in mws of three ard four rooan cottages of brick and wood. Many two, three, 

and faur story flat buildirugs fronted on the streets leading to and fmxn the mills 

and river banks. Workers could be faund living in the dingy barrack-shanty houses 

or in the hLndreds of flats abwe and behind the businesses, stores, and 

-try and cameme had spread thmughout the City of N e w p o r t  prcnriding 

jabs and city services for the expmdhg population. Ikudreds of persons were , 

enplayed supplying goods and services to the urban population; while thousands of 

m i a l  workers were enplayed in the factories and small shops. Thmmkk 

31~illiams, N m r t  City D h c t ~ r y  (Cincinnati: Williams & Co. 
Publishers, 1913) . 



Crosses the bridges axh day to  Cervi.n$m and C i n c h t i .  Transportation systems 

(trolley cars, railroads, autos, and buses) ; utility systems for electric, gas, 

and water; food distribution; school systems; police and f ire -; 

deal-health services; religious organizations and fraternal organizations; 

financial institutions (camexcia1 banks and the neighboxkd '~Bav-vereinIf) ; and 

communication through newspaper and radio were by 1937 well in place. Faur banks 

and fourteen building associations existed in various neighbozkods .32 The city's 

population's dependence upan the M i a l  manufacturers and cmmrical interests 

for livelihoods and city services for existence was w e l l  established. Newport, 

even with its diverse hhstry,  suffered with the rest of the nation during the 

dark days of the 1930's Depression. The C.C.C., W.P.A., and P.W.A. actively 

recruited workers and p- cmstruction in the city. 

The ~ r i n c i ~ l e  industries and ccamnercial interests of Newport were as 

follow (EMhits 12-16) :33 

The Andrews Steel Camany and the Newort Rollins M i l l  were the 

largest hdustrial cmpamies enplaying a t  times twenty-eight hmlred or more 

workers. The caqany's many buildings were f& f m  Fourth Street along the 

Licking River south of the city l i m i t  and in the area of Wilder. There were found 

the blast furnaces and rolling mills of the inlustrial city. Andrew Steel was  

the successor t o  the older S w i f t  Im capany. 

The Geome W e i d m  BraJim Co. . Inc. cccupied three city blocks with 

production, livery, ard warehousing. It emplayed several hundred persons. The 

33 Northem Kentwky Review, Pictorial and -trial Review of 
Northern Kentuckv Kenton and -11 Counties (Newpor t ,  Kentucky: N o r t h e m  
Kentucky Review, 1923) , pp. 67-105. 



caymy was a city unto itself with its own electric generat* plant an3 ice 

The Hiwin Mamfacturinu Ccars3aM located at Fourth and w- 

Streets  employed hmd&k in the pmdmtion ard manufacturing of nwbl pmducts 

for windckJ screens and other metal products. 

The Fletcher Manufacturinu Co., producer of washing m ~ ,  the 

Crwlw Machine Co. vmre typical of the small manufacturing shops located in 

the west side of N a ~ p o x t .  They employed less than one hundred perscols. 

The Fisher E3mt.h- Storacre was an exanple of the warehousing and storage 

dcn. in the west side of N e w p r t .  Manufactured goods, raw materials, food stuffs, 

hay and grain, and coal were stored in this area of the city near river and r a i l  
1 

Tlhe tailoring shops were once spread throughout the west side of Newport .  

-1- consisted of mostly wowen and children in part-time capacities. In 

1913 there were 42 tailoring shaps listed in the city directory, but by 1937 only a 

few existed. Madnery and the limited demand caused the decline. 

Other irdustries and wmaerical interests existed in the ci ty during this 

time and included a &ewing gum factory, livery stables, tranqort, flour mill, 

dairies, 1- yards, a tile ard sand campany, and small machine s h o p s . 3 4  

The principle suppliers of transportatim (tmlley cars, auto sewice 

stations, and railroads) ; ut i l i ty  systems for electric, gas, and water; food , 

distribution; and medical-health in Newport  at this time were:% 

3 4 ~ i l l ~ ,  N m r t  Citv Directow (Cincinnati: W i l l i a m s  & Co. 
Publishers, 1913). 

35~orthe.m Kentucky Review, Pictorial and -trial Review o$ 
Northern Kentuckv Kenton and Cambell Caunties (Newport, Kerrtxlcky: Northern 
Kentucky Review, 1923), p. 54. 



T.mnsmrtation: The Cincinnati, Newport, and O a v h g b n  Railway Co. was 

established in 1892. It succeeded the horse-drawn cars of the older Newport 

Street Railway Canpany of 1867. Between 1892 and 1937 the ci ty  was  served by 

electric trolley cars on regular sc;heduled routes. N e x t  t o  walking, the trolley 

carwastheway&traveltowork, toshop, andtotheleinVeoftheQlioRiver 

b e a k  i n  Bellevue byton. Daily several thousad laborers and WO- 

~ t h e C B z i ~ R i v e r b r ~ a ~ ~ ~ t r o l l s y c a r s t a j ~ i n ~ f a c t a r i e s ,  

offices, and stores of t inch ti, Ohio. (The ritual of crossing the Ohio River 

for jabs, would became in the future a way of l i f e  for the majority of those 

employed, living in N o r t h e r n  -. Only in  the l a t e  1970 s %auld employmerYt 

patterns reverse w i t h  the majority of Northern Ken- working in Northern ' 
n 

The trolley car ccanparryls production of electricity, when in surplus, was 

sold to  The Union Light, Heat an3 Fewer Co. The electric puwer generation plant 

w a s  located near the Licking River in west Newport. 

The chesapeake & Ohio Railroad opened their  rail line thraagfi the ci ty  in  

1888 to  serve the demrd for east& transport. In doing so the city looked 

less to  the Ohio River for carmnerae and more to  the railroads. A station and many 

rail sidings axistea in the city. 36 

The Ldmille & Nashville Railroad entered Newport i n  1872 as a by-pass 

araLnd the congested Covington, Kmtucky railroad yards. The railroad would cut 

the city in half for over one hundred years. The railroad was the t r anspoe  of 

goods p- in the city, especially the steel producrts produaed in the mills of 

the west side of Newport. It w a s  the provider o? eqloyrnent to  many. The L & N 

Railroad bridge wer the ahio River and the railroad bridge wer the Licking River 

3 , n ,  IG=II~UCIW ~ 4 9  - ~ 4 9  (~ewport, 
Ken-: Michaels Printers, 1949), p. 28. 



were vital eammic links to ~avm ami cincirmatiJ7 

lkilitv Svsten\s for Electric, Gas, and Water: By 1900 these systems m 

in place and were supplying Newport citizens with these basic m%an services. The 

gas f m  the coke process was used primarily in an3 in scune lighting. 

Electric was making its way into dl1 *try, business, and hams. It was 

for ths rurrning of indtustry's machinery froan the motors of the steel 

mill to the sew* xnadms of the tailor shops. Electric pawered the 

transportation system of the trolley car. It had by 1937 replaced the gas light 

and oil laup fixtures in the hcane and business. Electricity had becoane the 

dl-impartarrt ingredient of the industrial-urban city; but it was deperdent upon a 

steady of coal brought by the railroads and river boats. The union Light, 

Heat and F W e r  Co. was formed in 1901 to serve the thousands of custcwrers in all 

three cities. 

Ihe water supply was maintained by the Newport Water Works. By 1937 it was 

well managed and a naodel numicipal service. The water distribution system was 

established in the 1870's. The U l h n  Were w e d  by pipelines Z ' U d n g  

through the valley areas and across the hills.38 

Food ~istribution: Grocery stores, bakries, and butcher shops were 

lccated in or near wery neighborhood. The City of Newport never lacked in the 

distribution of food stuffs. The family-owned and family-operated businesses 

pmided .a supply of food without a need for rationing when -lies were low. . 
With each family howi.rq its amtmers, the job of food distr~ons was made 

easier.39 

37Kincaid A. Herr, Louisville & Nashville Railroad (Louisville, 
&nm: Azblic Relations Department, L & N Railroad, 1964), pp. 247-248. 

38 Williams, N-rt City D i r e c t c r y  (Cincinnati: Willi- & Co. 
Publishers, 1875-76). 

39 MaXC&lla Ensla Fdst, ( w i ~ :  Thaws, Kentucky, 1987). 



Medical and Health Services: Most docbrs and nurses in the cmpbdl 

County area lived and had off ices in either Bellewe, Dayton, or Nwport. The 

caunty's only hospital in 1913 was Speers -rial Hospital in Dayton located at 

Fifth and Main Streets. It was opened in 1897 with me hiundred beds and in 1900 

established a nurse's training school. Spasrs was the Campbell -, Kmtucky 

medicb-health center. It was to close in the 1913 and 1937 f l o~d ing .4~  

Unfortunately for tihe people of Newport, the principle hlustries t canmemidl 

interest; transportation system (trolley cars, autos and railroad): far 

gas, electric, and water; food distribution. and medical-health were located in the 

floodplain. All were to suffer damage and loss froan the flooding. ?he floods 

produced disruptirq effects upon the lives of those deptknt upon the h3ustri'al- 
I 

urban structures. with these disruptions came the popular call for efforts to 

p- and prutect from future floodirrg. 

Fortunately for the people in the city, especially those made M e s s  by the 

floods, the educational systems and buildings suffered little damage; police and 

fire depzcbenb escaped damage and functioned; religious and fraternal 

organizations opmed their doors and purses to the relief effort; and financial 

institutions survived to rerder reconstruction financing. 

Naw let us turn again to the Great Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937 d follaw 

as the day to day accounts reveal the Mlenges to the industrial-urban city 

structures, serve witness to personal ha&d-iips, and focus on the econdc 

destruction and loss. 

4O Alfred F. Reelous, Centadal  Dayton, Kenlxckv 1849 - 1949 (Newport, 
Kentucky: Michaels Printas, 1949), p. 27. 



The Great Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937 

Part I11 



THE QREAT FIDORS OF 1884, 1913, AND 1937 

The Great Flood of 1884 follmed the water runoff. The water was to rea& a 

crest of 71.7 feet on February 14, 1884 in the City of Newport. A look a t  John L. 

Vancel s account of the flood rweals  the con3itions in the city on February 15, 

A staff cormqmhnt undertaak a t r ip  thnagh Newport. 

The boatman was such as rn providentilly plentiful among 
Newport bornmen, the sisters of marry of whmcculd row in away to 
shame the average bungler in the daily dangerous scramble on Vine 
and Walnut Streets. He knew wery inch of the venerable old tam, 
which stood where it now lies submeryed before the f i t s t  settler had 
set foot in Cincinnati. The mute taken-it being that 
it ran between mws of dwellings or l i t t l e  stores, some wholly 
under *ter and floating fram their fourdations; same tenantless, 
because the flood level had reached the secord story, and others 
occupied only up stairs--will prhaps give a better idea of the 
extent of the calamity than could any map or illustration. The 
w r i t e r  was rcrwed fram the erd of the bridge wer the swollen 
Licking, t o  Bel lam Street, thence on Bellevue Street t o  Isabella 
Street ,  and then soubard on Isabella six or seven squares, to  
Ringgold Street. A t  the head of Isabella Street  dry land could be 
seen, but so cauld also the open a m m s  beyoxl the city's limits. 
A look eastward on Ringgold showed the Central Aveme, parallel 
with Isabella, cmld not be rowed into, but westwad, clear to the 
Licking, there was deep and unbroken water, and so it had been on 
wery crossing of a street running east and west, while eastward as 
w e l l ,  on those between Ringgold and the river, the flood stretched 
further and Eurther, until  on Taylor navigable water could be seen 
clear t o  the Methodist Church, which is j u s t  west of the Ictuisville 
& Nashville Bridge. 

When Taylor Skeet was mached a westward caurse-itaward the 
Licking- taken for two blocks, and the rear gate of the 
b c k s  entered. The t r i p  wer the old parade grounds, the scene 
of so many m r a b l e  and brilliant gatherings, social and military, 
was made on a t  least ten feet of water, the flood being over the 
porches of the barracks praper, up to the middle of the f i r s t  story 
of the officers1 quarters, half aver the guard-house, and high up, 
playing a t  w i l l  in the roaarrs ukk the historic ball-roan, while 
the melancholy-looking hospital a t  the cmvexyence of the two  
rivers, stocd ghost like against the back grornd of blue sky and 
yellow waste of waters. Lsving the E3arrackst over the fence of 
the CarmMndantls quarkrs, and keeping w e l l  wer the sidewalk of 
FKmt Street, to avoid the fieme current, the journey was resumd 
eastward, or up the river, on a lwel with the second story windows 
of the residences of the best-to-do people of Newport. Without 
exception, the lat ter  were cut off of cammication to their luwer 



stories, and saane f e w  had been driven out altogether, or up t o  the 
tkird floor. 

The above outline of an hour's vayage thmugh N e w p o r t  is given 
w i t h  a view to give the reader, i f  possible, a realizing sense of 
the extent of the flood in this one town, w i t h  reference only to 
the vast area, all oavered with habitations-for even the few 
stores hwe msidences abwe has been inundated. The 
sights and k i d e n t s  of such a t r i p  would cover columns. M i e f  
boats, fly* the white flag of the different associatims a t  their 
bows, were met oanstantly. Overturned hauses and cuttages floating 
fram their faundations were camraosl sights-in one place a whole mw 
of one-story dwellings, floating i n  a coneused heap. Htdreds of 
out-buildings, of &!llnmst unifmm amhitedxral stnlm, allaomd 
sirrgly or in groups, floated on every side, scarcely one being right 
side up, their number be* surprising-wen appallirfl, especially 
so when we consider that 20,000 people are hcuneless.4 

Cincinnati in  Ohio, Bellevue, Cavhgton, Dayton, and N e w p o r t  in Kentucky wem 

to suffer heavily f m  the f1mdix-q. The people as before took it al l  as a part 

of living nehr and depending upon the river. The e w n d c  l i f e  of the City of 

Newpor t  was deperderrt upon the river .for transportation. w i t h  the canpletion of 

the Imbv i l l e  61 Nashville Railroad and the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad lines the 

city's transport needs waild shift f m  the river to rail. 

As the city's hiustrial base 'of steel and iran expanded, future river flooding 

would became more and more an urrwanted interference. Few knew or understood what 

a preview the 1884 Flood was of future flooding. 

As the flood crests were reached on the rivers of the sc~lthwest Ohio and 

sauthem Idma, the Qhio River and Lickirrg River lwels were on the rise i n  

Newport. A record breaking rise was experienced in the ~incinnati  and Northern 

area.42 Frrm Mamh 25, 1913 to Mamh 30, 1913 the Ohio River moved fmh 

29.3 feet to  67.9 feet. A t  times the river w a s  rising a t  a record setting rate of 

one foot an hour (Wits 18-21). 

To form a vision of the magnitude of the water runoff fram the storms of this 

4'comnemial+azette, 15 F- 1884 

42ne Cincinnati ~~luirer, 31 M 1913. 
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period and in 1937, it is necessary to  review briefly the unprecedented mnditions 

and the amxnrts of rain that fell wer the states of Indim, Kmtudq, and Ohio. 

Alfred J. Henry calls to  mind in his The F~OOCIS of the mixture of the 

Ohio Basin and s t o n  mclv-ts in the foll~wing excerpt: 

The Ohio Basin - The Ohio Basin is secord in size of the 
six great natural divisions of the Mississippi Basin, yet it ranks 
first in importance in the causation of damging floods in the 
laryerstream. Thekpographyofthebasininthewesternand 
lhorthem parti0118 is generally f l a t  and rolling, but between thoee 
portions and the eastern and sakhern bour&ries of the basin 
Wt al l  &tias of surface contour may be found. It should 
be remmhmd that the eastern and southern bounlaries, for the 
nrost part, l ie along the crest of the A l l e e s  and related 
mxlntain ranges, and that dcwn the rugged western slopes of these 
mountah f law the streanrs which fonn the southem tributaries of 
such rivers as the lbmngahela, the Little KaMwba, the Great 
KaMwba, The Big Sandusky, the Kentucky, the Cumberland, and the 
Tamssb. On the headwaters of these rivers the slops are steep, 
gradually beccaning less as the lawlands are reached. 

Contr ibuth  causes of the Ohio floods - The O h i o  is 
preemhemtly one of the turbulent rivers of the United States  anmg 
streams of its size and drainage area. There are several important 
reasonswhythisshouldbeso. Fi r s t inorde ro f impor tance i s the  
accident of geographic location considered w i t h  respect to  the 
n&eomlogical corditions which dcaninate the weather of the 
interior of the continent. The longer dimension of the basin 
exterrds i n  a southeast-northwest direction f m  northeastern 
Mississippi to New York, a distance of abmt 800 
miles; its shorter dimension stretches froan northem Indiana 
sou- to northem Georgia, a distance of abut  500 miles; 
its total area is 201,700 square miles, and practically all  of this 
vast area lies wholly w i t h i n  the regim of frequent and copious 
rainstorms which, particularly in the w i n t e r  and spring, pass fram 
Texas t o  New England, dkect ly  over the longer axis of the basin of 
the river. Moreaver, the northern portion of the basin also lies 
within the area of rainfall produced by storms which pass across 
the .continent fram west to east over the Great Lakes. Owing to 
certain phases of storm deve1-t ard mcrvemmt not a present 
susceptible of satisfactory explanaticm, a storm passing eastward 
along or  thmugh the northern tier of States sometimes leaves an 
unsettled cadi t ion  in its rear which may extend sauUwe&wxd to  
the Gulf of Mexico, in which secondary storm centers are apt to 
develop and move no- through the lower Mississippi 
Valley, depositing heavy rains in both valleys. The northern 
portion of the W o  Basin is, therefore, so located with respect to  
storm mwement that it receives a t  t i m e s  two dawnpaurs in quick 
succession. The torrential rains of M~I& 23-27, 1913, illustrate 
this possibility, w i t h  the exception that the intervals between the 
passage of the two stoms on those dates was  so short that the 



raMaU Beaaed to be, and was for all  practical pupcses, 
contiInlous.43 

? h e f l c a d w a v a t O h i t i n t h e N e w p o ~ a r e a c a m a f r c m t h e ~ o f w a t e r ~  

dam the Great Miami River.44 Where the river joins the Ohio River ahout 15 miles 

b e l a r N ~ r t t h e ~ l o f w a t e r c a u S e d t h e m a s t ~ 0 ~ 2 4 h o u r r i s e i n t h e  

riverl,s history. Fhm March 25th to 26th, the ahio River was to f lar  west 

toeastanthehugesurgeofwater. Itwasreportedthatthewaterforcewasso 

great, that the captain of a packet w a s  obliged to steer almst directly into the 

current to prevent being carried onto the apposite bank of the river. 

~hesecondlargeflooddischargeintotheOhioRivercmaef~~ntheScioto 

River Valley sane 24 hours later than the surge of the Great Miami River.45 For 

the City of Newport this delay of 24 haurs produced a lawer crest in  the river. 

A t  the time the river reached flocd stage a t  Cincinnati (the point of masmmmt) 

aK1 Northern Kmtucky, the principle flocd wave fmm the east was upriver fmn 

~ker&urgabcRlt2861ni lesupstreamfmNewport .  Thefloodsurgefrmntheeast 

toolc about three days to reach Newport an9 prcduced a flocd crest six days after 

the river had attained a flood stage of 52 feet. In the meantime the vast amount 

of water fmm tba Great Miami surge had passed daJnetream Md the Ohio was flming 

easttowestinanormalpattern. 

Tabetterundemtandthe flood period f m t h e  evening- 27 to April 

4, it is necessary to examine each day's flocd effects on the cities. The t i m e  

is w e l l  recorded in  the newspaper headlines and stories of that eventful week. 

The follwhg resumes the day to day account of the Great Flood of 1913. 

43Alfred J. Henry, me Floods of 1913 in the Rivers of the Ohio and 
Lmer Mississimi Vallws (Willetin 2, U. S. Departmwt of. Agriculture Weather 
Bureau: W a s h h g b n ,  D.C., 1913), p. 11. 

441bid. p. 26. 

45 1bid. 



The Kentuckv Times-star reported the follwing headlines: 

March 27, 1913 l ~ R i s e i n R i ~ Q ~ A l a r m "  

" ~ L S  of C c r v i n g b l  and N e w p o r t  Orders - 
frran Homes" 

It7O0 Haczses in Newport-Floaded i n  24 HaursIt 46 

'Pie article states that the Weidemann &e~i.ng CtPnpany trucks were used to nwrvs 

people and fumhhhp fmp flooded hcmes i n  Newport's west side. The Newpor t  

City Building (Ehhbit 123) at  Fourth and Columbia Streets, even as water 

approached, would be used as a shelter. 

The Kentucky T h - S t a r  reported the f o l l m h g  about flood calitions: 

M ~ I X ~ I  28, 1913 "Ohio River to H i t  70 Feettt 

> I'May Exed  1884-Re~ord~~ 

I I G a s  and ELectric May Shut I B w n 1 I  

lWovisions of Coal Declinev147 

By the waxing of Friday, Mar& 28th, the City of Newport was reporting 5,000 

hmeless with 1,500 hauses flooded. Newpart was to pumhase patatoes to sell a t  

cost to the hungry as the ci ty  jail was turned into a food dispensary. 

As the victims of the flood were taken into care the ecamdc inpact of the 

flood was taking f0nn.4~ By miday wen- the major enplqms wem closing 

factories and shops or curtail i tq their operations. AndraJs Steel with its mill 

buildings flooded and coal supply surmlmded by water closed generatom. Over 

1,000 day wage earners fraa the W, m i l l  and 800 workess frcan the rolling-mill' 

were  told not to report for work. The Newport S t r e e t  and R a i l  trolley car bams 

46,e m c k v  T--star, 27  arch 1913. 

47?he Kentuckv Times-Star, 28 March 1913. 

4 $ ~ h e  Kentucky T h - S t a r ,  29 Man31 1913. 



aml electric plant by th. Licking f iver closed leaving 400 without jobs. Without 

raw materials and ample mal supply the Newport economy saw work stmppges at the 

Weidemann Br&ring Ccnlrany, Dorcel Flour Qnpany, Higgins Bhmfacturing, and the 

many shops that were located in the west side. 

March 29, 1913 

T h e m m 3 b e r o f ~ n ~ a n d t h e ~ 0 f h e D n a l e ~ s p a n s a n s o o n t i r m u e d t o  

mcxult: 

Mrmber of 
Hou3es Flooded 

NW* 1,600 6,400 49 

Thetranqortationsystemsbothtrolleycarandrailroadwerestrainedto 

continue operatirrg as the coal supply and electric producrtion declined. The ldss 
4 

of transportation brourjht ecomdc hardship upon the hiustrial worhr, the office 

worker, and the uwners of businesses of all kinds. The loss did not discriminate 

between those direct ly  flocded or not. The dependency upon cual and electric, and 

the lack themf, did much to bring the econdc shutut-dawn of the area. Unlike 

those living in the city during the Flood of 1884, these city dwellers lacked 

horses and river boats to replace the lost trolley cars and trains. 

On March 29th, the Cincinnati Trolley Car Ocanparry warned thousands of 

Kentucky workers in Ohio to leave their work earlyJo The electric power for the 

trolley cars baud for KmhcQ was to be out that afternoon. 

Added to the transportation misery of workers and management was the closing 

of the Eleventh Street Bridge Wington and Newport and the L & N Bridge 

between Cincinnati and Newport by the high water. (The Faurth Street midge to 

Cavington and the Central Bridge to Cinchti had closed earlier.) The L & N 

Railroad Bridge stayed open for foot traffic and a few trains between Cincinnati 



and Newport. 

Ihe availability of the railmads to mapply the cities with coal, food, and 

hhstrial materials was hampered by the high water. Railroad lines north of 

Ci.nchti had been severely damaged during the stoms and flooding. Ihe railroad 

yardg locally were flooded and the coal ceanpany storage yards were either flooded 

or isolated (Exhibits #lo-11). 

31, 1913 

On this day flood conditions would men. The City of Newport was now 

nearly isolated, only the railroad bridges to C3avington and Cincinnati were open. 

With the trolley cars not running, gas and electric shut off, coal in short 

supply, and factories 9nd shops closed, those hcaoeless and those with h c m ~ ~  we& 
b 

left to wait for the flood crest. lXlrhg this waiting period marry would seek 

service in relief work, pruviding protection, health care, and planning and doing 

clearap?. 

Relief wrk in the various forms of clothing, food, and shelter were done 

primarily on a volunteer basis. The volunteem were aided and directed by the 

city officials and work crews. Although the Red Cross is recorded in the relief 

work done in Ohio, nathing of its work was found in the Campbll County area. 

Catholic and Pratestarrt Clwrches and the ~e!wish SyMgogue in Newport becans relief 

centers. Fteligiaus and fraterml organizations throughout the area collected 

fun% to ,aid flood victims. The city f m  its treasury provided funds for vict* 

and for public repairs. Banks, the Bav-verein, and other businesses donated the 

relief effort. 

Woviding protection to flood victims and flooded pmperties was done by the 

local authorities in the city. U n l i k e  in Cincinnati and other Ohio cities, the 

National Guard was not used to protect property. Looting was held to a rdnhum. 

camTm.micacations played an important part in keeping order. The telegraph lines 

were open to the newspapers. l M s  continuing scurce of information coupled with 

3 1 



the ability of newspapess to be distributed lessened the chance of disorder Md 

panic. Neighbcafiood association arrl city oxyanizatio~ls held the m a c e  tcgether 

in their effort to cape with the flood. 

Health care was not found to be a major problem during rmd after the flood. 

Lav a h  kpratures kept bacteria mmto down. Ihe swift mvamnt of the water 

XWII of the animal and human waste down river. Lknited influema cases, -~ a u g h t  - ~~--  - repcated. wamhgs were issued by health 

officials to safeguaxl health rmd avert possible cmtamination. llBoil Drinking 

Wa*" was the mst llsed lvZxmiq.5' 

~ 1 a m h ~  for the wentual cleanup and a return to normal started with health 

care meafllres to be 'taken. The following is Mum fram the Cincinnati Post: 
1 

Boil  Drinking Water! 
Don't be afraid to  use soap and water. 
soub cut the dirt. anl mud frcm houses, cellars, and ysrds. 
m e  all water suakd rubbish. 
Thoroughly wver w i t h  l i m e  everything nu3 has touched. 
Whitewash cellar walls and ceilings. 
Open windavs in cellars and houses ard let the wind dry the walls. 
Don't use water fraan cisterm or wells that have been flooded. 
Boi l  water before drinking. 
If ill, call physician a t  once32 

Public amas such as streets would be cleaned by the city work crews. Hcmes 

and h i n e s s  for c l ~  rmd repair were on their uwn. Ihe hane oww would he 

helped by draw- on savings or obtaining loans from the neighbrhcd bav-verin; 

while the businesses, manufa-, and persons of means would use banks to 

finance their activities. 

A brief look at the c i n c h t i  Eknkr, Kentucky section for March 31, 

1913, helps explain the conditions that existed. 

51zhe Katuckv Poet, 2 *ril 1913. 



AreSeridllsandAppealisMadeto 
Fbrt Thomas-No Electric Lights 

With the w o n  of a few gas 1- the City of Newport was 
indarknesslastnight, a s t h e l i c p l t a m p a n y ~ d M t h v n i s h ~ l y  

enoaarrus. A t r ip  the streets in the lower end m B a l s  many 
houses wertumed, while frame buildings were floating about. 

Advises Rgainst Use of Troops in 
Cw- and N w r t  

Special  isp patch to the Enquirer 
Washkgtcn, D.C., March 30.-A =sage frua Secretary of W a r  

Garrison advising against the using of Gavemment troops a t  Fort 
Thomas for police senrice i n  C Q V i q t o n ,  Kmtucky, dur- the Ohio 
River flood was received a t  the White House to-night. The matter 
was b-t to the attentian of President by Senator Ollie M. 
Jams, ofKMtucky, whohadgot cut o f a s i c k k d t o c p t o t h e w h i t e  
House this afternoon. 

The Senator fcund the President in bed, slightly indisposed, 
and their confexence was held in the Resident's bedroom. 
~epresentative Arthur B. Ilousa, of Bulingtcn, KenIxdy, also 
cmimmicated w i t h  the White House on the matter to-day. James and 
Rouse had received the follming telegram frua Mayor Ggage E. 
Phillips, of Wington, to-day. 

Tuwn in total darkness to-night . Lights a l l  off . Want 
soldiers fma Fort Th-. Order them to report to me. 

James had been confined t o  his bed for two weeks, and he went 
t o  the White House to-day against the advice of his physician. He 
declared his own health ws a semdaTy wtter in such a case. 
A f t e r  the canference, the President dmected the w i r e  to General 



earlier fl-35 By 1937, the City of Newport had rea&ed a population of over 

32,000 and had its steel, h, coal, utilities and transportation center& in the 

fl-lain area. 

The city at the time of the flood reflected the nation, that was deep in the 

m c  Depmssion of the 19301s. The AndraJs Steel Ocwparry and the Newport 

I~~I.I.&. ~ ~ 1 1  ~enparnl together e~lployed at times twenty- h m  people. 56 

employes for the most part were longtime residents of the city of Newport. 

Manywhocametothecity, ~ ia l ly thosewhocamefreanthemounta ins ,  foundno 

work, but remained to be placed on relief or on Works Progress Mninistration 

payrolls?7 w llsemi-caplqeiifl of the city ware to suffer most ths flooding 

1937 when the rains ca~m, few people realized what was to happen (Wits 23-27). 

The Kentuckv Rst headlines froaa January 14, to January 22, 1937 were 

Januaq 14, 1937 "Fear of Floods Allayed Here - Rives Fallsw 

IXiHippodrapae Shawirg - The Crime of Dr. Fo- with 
Ken MayrAaIXl'' 

J- 16, 1937 "58 - 59 Feet Flood ETedictedfl 

January 19, 1937 "60 Feet of Water 

5 5 G i l b e r t  F. White, Papers on Flood Problems (Fbseamh Paper No. 70, 
Chicago: University of Chicago, 1961) , p. 13. 

56 Leila Willis Foage - Zhe Work of the American Natianal Red Cross in 
ampbell ~ a u n t y ,  -, in  the ahio valley Flood of 1937. 
1938. University of ICentucky. p. 49. 

1 =-cky, 

57 Henry H. m, Harrv H d c i n s  A Biqm&y (New York, New York: 
G.P. Putnamls Sons, 1977). 



January 21, 1937 "River May Pass 66 Feetf1 

Jarnvlry 22, 1937 ltF1ood Perils Light & l?cweF 

Leila W i l l i s  Poage in her accaurrt of the flood mealed the extent of the 
flood in her 1938 Ewper. 

Even when the mddy waters of the Ohio River on F'riday, 
January 22, reached a flood staw of 70.4 feet, the majority of 
citizens has not thought of the bpxlhg disaster. On that day 
most schools were ccanpelled to  close in Greater C i n c h t i .  
Tramportation had beccwe somewhat crippled, and Northern ICentuclry 
w a s  fast beccwirrg isolated because a l l  approaches to bridges 
connectingKerrtucfcyandahiowerebeccaninginundated. Althoughthe 
air was tense w i t h  excitamt, few people realized just what the 
crisis W d  rnean. 

Therewasmuchconcemwhenthenewswasspnxdthata 
building on Broadtway, near the river front in Cincinnati, had 
collapsed, and that --seven persons mrmwly escaped death; 
but still Northern Kentuckians were not frightened. A few houm 
1atertheMiamiRiverarerfluwedtheBeeclrmantl~ardflooded 
C i n c h t i  s airport. 

It was a tremerdaus flood, but the people fe l t  there had been 
worse ones. Hawwer, on Saturday, January 23, when the river stage 
was reported a t  72.8 feet and still rising, when reports were being 
broadcastovertheradiowarningpeopleabouttheuseof 
electricity, gas and water, when officials began t o  take camand 
and t o  issue statenumb for the safety of lives, the citizens of 
Greater C i n c i n n a t i  began really to be alarmed. 

Almost a t  the same tinre a t  Pitts3xulghf a city farther up the 
river, for several days, authorities had been preparing for a 
record breaking flood. The crest of the flood was  reached a t  that 
city a t  one ofclock Sa.turday mornhq. Other points along the way 
experiencedthedisasterwhichcame tobe lummas1The~rea t  ~ l d  
Disaster of 1937". A l i t t l e  later many tuwns and cities in Ohio, 
W e s t  Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana and Illinois were 
affected. The story of Portsmuth, Ohio, is one of the mst tragic 
of the history of floods. Then on to C i n c h t i  and Northern 
Kentudq cities came the mst disasterous flood i n  a record of 31 
duingthepast  54 years. 

As early as January 15, it had been predicted by authorities 
that the water in the C i n c h t i  area would likely reach a crest of 
52 feet, w h i c h  is flood stage in  that area. The following day the 



river reached a mzst of 51.66 feet and then droppd to 50.9 feet. 
Then on January 18, a 58 foot flood was predicted. Thus every 

day a new figure so .that when, with the dawn of January 22, news was 
spread of lives lost, property damaged, bridges closed and water 
and food np3ply in grave danger, and under a steady dawnpaur of 
rain and snow, the Ohio, Miami and Licking Rivers still rising, it 
is no warder that panic reigned. On Friday night of that day in 
Northern Kentucky, 4,500 families were driven fram their h-. A 
building in Newport was swept away. Xmlustry was at a stardstill. 
C?ne hospital was partially closed. Campbell was isolated, 
her only connection w i t h  the outside world being the telephone and 
a -peak and Ohio shuttle train between ~incirmati, Oovington, 
NewPo*/ Bellavue, and Dayton.59 

By Jarmary 23, 1937 the Cincinnati Emuimr called for a river cmst of 

73 1/2 feet! Huw nu& more would the City of Newport have to e&ure? A t  this 

time the water lwel had exceded the level of 1913. As Franklin D. Ebosevelt was 

sworn in for his presidential term, the people of Newport were bracing ' 

> 

themselves for even greater cbtruction and misery. 

A C h h t i  newspaper reporter called Sunday, January 24, "Black Sunday.I1 

Rain fell all day Saturday and by Sunday mrning the Ohio River had risen to a 75 

foot stage and was still rising. The Greater Cincinnati puwer supply was in 

danger, water was put on a ration basis, fires swept through part of Cincinnati, 

buildings in Newport were swept away, and the Canp3bell Caunty hospital was forced 

to close. 60 

"Black Sundaym brought the w3xn-hlwtrial city to a close. Electric power, 

transportation, and cammication was limited. The electric power grid established 

in the 1920's to senre the area failed as p e r  stations w e r e  flooded in 

Cincinnati and coal reserves wuld not be resupplied. Ihe electric trolley cars 

stopped with the lose of pwer. Diesel buses were able to move only outside the 

59Leila Willis Foage - The Work of the Jmrican National F&d Cmss in 
Canp3bell County, &ntucky, in the Ohio Valley Flood o 1937. bahgbn, Kentudy, 
1938. University of -. pp. 57 - 63. 



flooded areas. By tt81a& Smhy'I a shuttle train was the lone carrier for 

Newport. The shuttle train carried a limited of passengers, food supplies, 

anl medical help to the 1,200 stridcen families i n  ~ewport.~' 

Woni of canmumication as in early floods was now replaced by a steady 

supply of newspapers and radio bmadca&s of news and weather reports. Radio 

station WLW in cincimati, olio m s  in the forefront of supp~ying information 

saae entertainment relief for ilcod victim. awl wx.lcsrs. Later WUV was to add a 

metemmlogist to its staff as the nation's first wea-$2 

The period of January 231x3 to January 27th wmld be the most were river 

conditions in the Ci ty  of Newport. The Kentucky Times-Star headlines read as 

follaws : 
I 

January 23, 1937 "Slow fiver Riset1 

"Crest of 73 l/2 Foot Seen" 

January 24, 1937 "Shout to Kill Oxder By Pol ice  Chief Warns I.rootersl1 

January 25, 1937 ItCities Grip to Fight  D-I 

"55% Newport Under WaW1 

January 26, 1937 llQhio River 

January 27, 1988 !@River to Continue Recession11 

"Ybss in Ca@ell Co. 3.5 Million" 

Wewport - 1/2 City Under Waterl1 

"Steel and other Industry closed"63 

On Tuesday, January 26th, the M o  River reached an all tb high crest of 

79.99 feet. On this day Newport along w i t h  her sister cities of Bellevue, Dayton, 

61The Kentucky Post, 23 January 1937 

6 2 ~ i c k  ~eny, ~ o t  a semi - me story of WIW ( - 1 ~  m i f f s ,  
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc. , 1971) . 

@The Kentucky T h - S t a r ,  23 - 27 January 1937 



Wington, and Cincinnati felt the full impact of the flood. The local police and 

Red Cross were at Aill force. Streets were almst deserted on both sides of 

the Qlio River. ho l l ey  cars were withdrawn frcm service, factories were  closed, 

theatres were  dark, schools closed, shops closed, dqarbmt  stores closed, and 

libraries closed. City people and suxhuhn people carried containers t o  old 

spr& and wells for water. Candles and coal o i l  1- lighted the cold land for 

On Wednesday, Jarruary 27th, the Ohio River began its fal l .  W i t h  the f a l l  the 

weight of the destmctian in Newport became wident. A s  w i t h  1884 and 1913, the 

destruction totals began to  xwunt. It was nut unt i l  February 3, 1937 that water 

and electric was restored to the city. Ihe city govermmt, long suifering mmjk 
9 

the weight of the ecomnic depression was hard pressed to meet the new demands for 

renewal and restoration. A s  marry as 12,000 were made M e s s ,  irdustry was idle, 

the ci ty  was forced to  borruw $50,000 for cleanup, and many looked to the 

hillsides for re-e frcm Arkrre floods. 

But, for this flood, them was new help and hope. A s  i n  the past floods the 

rnrmbers for Mess,  hurrgry, lost jabs, closed businesses, and destruction wem 

totaled. In each of those totals were individuals and families that  once again 

had coped and survived the hardship and misfortune of the flooding. There was a 

~ e r y ; b u t t k i s t i m e t h e r e c c n r e r y s h i f t e d t o t h e f e d e r a l l ~ a w a y f r c a a t h e  

local gmernment and agencies. The  Public Works Admuustra . .  tion, The Flood Contrgl 

Act of 1936, The Federal Housing Authority, and the ZUmy Corp of Ehgineers were to 

unite with the people of m r t  to change the face of the ci ty  of the floodplain 

forever. The urkm-hxhkrial basis of the city muld stay intact for satl.leth to 

cam after the floodwalls were built. The image of the ci ty  would change i n  the 

1970's not by the forces of nature and its flooding, but by the forces of 

e c o d c s .  



The conditions and solutions for Newport  after the Great Flood of 1937 

reflected R&ert S. McElvainels view of America. The period of 1884 to 1937 was a 

part of the industrialization of America. Newport shared the ecarWanic and w i a l  

-es with the rest of the nation. 

Prehdwtrial America was, in historian Ftobert Wiebev s apt 
phrase, a nation of llisland ccanmunitie~~~. What was dcgainarrt in the 
lives of people of all classes was the lccal cxxmmity. Each 
cummunity was to a l q e  extent self-contained, its significant 
contacts with the rest of the nation infrl4uent. 

The rapid industrialization of the united States during the 
late cerrkuy upset this world. The dlevelopnent of 
national systems of tramportation and cxmnmications, of highly 
wncentmted hlmtrial and financial systems, and of mass 
circulation mwqyprs and magazines, along with the explosion of 
urban ppulations, submerged the inaependence of the nation's 
separate local mumunitis. In the useful cxmcept developed by 
nineteenth century Genaan sociologist Fezdinmi W e s ,  
Gemei.ll&mft-the small, personal cxmmmity of the nineteenth 
century-was replaced by Gessellschaft, a larye, anonymaus society 
in w h i c h  the importance of onevf place ard achievements in the 
local context nearly dissolved. 4 

Newport was to move with the nation into the I1new nationv1 that developed 

after the 1930vs Depression, the 1937 Flood, and the 1940vs War. 

64Robert S. mvaine, The Great De~mssion Ameica 1929 - 1941 
(Tol?ontO, Canada: T h  Books, 1984), p. 8 - 9. 



Famil ies  of the Floodplain 

F a r t I V  



FAMIZJES OF !Em F'ImDmAIN 

PART IV 

The people of Newport sunrived the G r e a t  Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937. 

m e y ~ i t n e a s e a b y t h e l 9 3 7 F l o o d h a r ~ t h e y h a d b g x r m e u p c n t h e  

j n d w t r i a l ~  stnrhnes and systems. Their world was becdng more aaplex 

w i t h  'khmlogical ly  schranced machimy and w i t h  labomnanagement demands. Iha 

nearly rcmantic concept of the so called "river peop1el1 after 1884 did not apply 

w i t h  l a te r  floods. The people of Newport by 1913 had beccm Itcity people" with 

changed a- and attitudes tcrward floods. 

Pie 1884 Flood of these cities was i n  &ity just the anrrual river flood. A 

bit  h i m  than normal, M m e s s  a flood that would have predictable 
' 

> 

results on the people's lives and welfare. 

Ecancanic cakiitions then demanded a l i f e  by the river. Jabs and mst factors 

of life drew hroan the river. The river was a soume of trade and 

transport. The S w i f t  Irommrks in Newport  supplied boiler plates for the steam 

b o a t s a n d t h e V i c t o r i a C o ~ O a n p a r r y h ~ ~ ~ p r o d u c e d r a p e f r m ; n t h e  

Ohio Valley River hemp. 

When the flood of 1913 came people frcan years of experience knew what to do 

before, duriq, and after. It was a hard l i fe ,  but predictable. Life was more 

cumplicated than i n  1884. In 1884 coal or wocd stwes needed no electric 

connections to work. Household fudshhgs on average were simple, few in numbe$, 

and m e d  easily. Things were nwrved for hum and business to the second floor to 

wait out the flood crest. No electric machinery, no lightweight building 

materials, and no plumbirq made flood l i f e  bearable. 

By 1937 the ci ty  f i l led with h3ustry had spread away f m  the rivers to  the 

hil l  sides. Econcanic l i fe ,  a l q  with attitudes about the river were changing. 

w c  conditions by 1937 no longer demamkd a l i f e  by the river. me 



railroad tcok much away frcm the river l ife.  The Swift Imnworks evolved into the 

~ G t s s l ~ a n d t h e V i c t o r i a C t o d a g e C a n p a n y h u i l ~ n w ~ V l e  

Wadsmrth Watch Case Caopany. Many of the 1alxre.r~ in  N e w p r t  and other cities 

wem producing steel parts for the railroads, auto industry, and watczhes for the 

naticnls mrkers. The river played a lesser mle  in the ecmanic l ife.  For many 

b y 1 9 3 2 ,  the r ivo l .wasah indanoe to the i recarmicwel lba ingasq~to the  

giver of e c o d c  l i f e  i n  earlier times. 

The axpletion of the flocdwall in 1951 changed the City of Newport forever. 

P ' a r ~ y s a r s i t s h u t ~ c i t y o f f f r e s n t h e Q h i o a n d L i ~ R i v e r ~ .  Ecancrmic 

l i f e  in the city declined in the 19601s. Areas pmtected by the f1a-1 beoame 

deserted; Weareas- i n n e a r b y i n ~ ~ s r i v e r a r e a g r e w w i t h n &  
* 

housing and hbxest. Only i n  the early 1980's was  the city t o  look again a t  the 

river for new econcanic l i f e  and grrrwth. 

The following htemiews reflect the flood a-s and attitudes of the 

people in Newport during the Great F l o o d s  and the capletion of the :Eloodwall.  - 
Mr.  muis E. Anaold 

Mr.  Imis E. Arnold, age 86, lives in Fort Thcnnas, Kentucky, practices law, 

and presides as president of a building and loan association. 

Mr.  Arnold was 13 years old a t  the t h  of the flood and lived at  521 East 

Fa&h S t r e e t  in Newport, Kentucky. His hcane was not directly in the flood a-, 

but in the Mansion H i l l  m. 

Mr.  Arnold recalled, I 1 0 u r  family did not suffer much f m  the f:Lood, but, I 

mmber the M e s s  people. 

'My father w a s  the chief engineer at  the ~eidemann Brewing Capmy in Newport. 

He spent almost two w d w  there. The brewery had its own water wells, electric 



generators, and trucks at this time. It was a city by itself and survived the 

flooding quite we l l .  

'We did not attend chmh. It was flooded (the Ranan Catholic limaculate 

Cmcqtion Churd~ a t  Fifth and Qlumbia Streets,  Newport. ) My schocll at  Ninth and 

Colubia was closed. 

,'We remahed in Newport. Few people could afford to  m e  away frcan jobs. ~~~ and building associations loaned money for repairs after the flccd. 

'We always expeckd to see the spring floods, but my most vivid, mmry came 

after the flood. It was a f d y  that move into the neighborhocd f rm Hamilton, 

Ohio. They never returned to Hamiltan. Too marry memories of lost family 

11 ' 

Mr. Odis W. Bertelsman 

Mr. Odis W. Bertelsrran, age 87, lives in Fort Thaaaas, Rmtwky, practices law 

in Newport, Kentucky, and is a former Campbell County Judge. 

Mr. Bertelsman was 14 years old a t  the time of the flood ard lived in 

Sauthgate, -, south of Newport. His hame was not direct ly  flooded. 

Mr. Bertelsman reflected his father's enplqment during the flood. 

father was a masterplasterer and worked in ~incinnati. My -1 

guess you &d call her a hoanemaker--was a t  home. He (the father) had just 

gotten a.raise in wages to  $5.00 a day. That was  good mney in  those days. Whep 

the trolley cars stopped, my father could not get to  work. 

'We lived a t  the erd of the trolley car line. When they stopped, many lost 

their jabs. Wagons with benches drawn by horses were used i n  Newport. Women and 

children were supposed to be the only ones to ride. 

Southgate Elementary School was closed for several days. The teacher 

lived in IWboume, Ken- and came in by train and trolley car and cuuldnlt get 

through. The Robinson Spring in Sauthgate was used for fresh water. 
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'!My mst vivid memory is Father not working and his lost pay. 

"The river receded, schools qmed, &ur& was there. We wmdered tlfiat 

happened the plleen C i t y  Beach i n  Bellewe and the beach in Dayton. 

''Now the Flood of 1937. Imk a t  any picture of 1913 and add ten feet to the 

water level!" 

EZr. Bertelsman was practicing law, durhg the flood in Newport.  

'We had t o  enter our law office a t  Fourth and York Stre@ts US* wooden 

planks. 

"The courrty had grerwn; so mre people were  w i t h o u t  work. No tmlleys to 

C i n c h t i .  The trolleys were flooded while still in the car barn on Eleventh 

street. " 
I 

Mr. Bertelsman was the Qnrpbell County Fiscal Court Judge during the 1940's. 

(This is the executive office of the ccrurrty -.) 

'Wewport  was the largest city. More people lived there than in the 

courrty. 

"The floodwall bond issue took three a t m  to get it passed. The 1930's 

were han3 times. Feople as naw didn't want mre taxes.I1 

When asked i f  the floodwall was worth the effort, Mr. Bertelm stated: 

''The steel plant needed it t o  continue operation. And it really saved people 

froan contirruirrg flooding and lost work. 

A s  for the city's future, Mr.  Bertelsman went on: 

''The old west end is idle, but so was the riverfmnt a few years ago. It's 

pratected l a .  It w i l l  be mrth more sameda~.~~ 

(Mr. Bertelsman gave to  the author excerpts from his journal kept during the 

flood, see Wits  #24-25) . 



Mr. I e R q  Hoffman lives in Newpart, Ktrrtucky. He was a city detective in 

M r .  Hoffman was born after the 1913 flood. H i s  family told t o  him stories abmt 

the flood which he recalled during the intenrim. H i s  aunt was an early 

IWy family lived on West N i n t h  Stmet in N e w p o r t  near the Z u i h w s  Rolling 

M i l l .  

IWy father worked for the gas and electric cwrmpany and was probably very busy. 

Muther may have wlorked part-time doing sewing. 
> 

I1Folks talked about going out the Licking Pike south to Alexandria Pike to 

getwateratRobinsonspringandtobuyfood. Theygutthroughthewestsideby 

boat. 

"People talked about working in and for the ta i lor  shops i n  Newpor t .  Most 

were sweat shaps and paid workers as piece goods were done-1 cent for button 

holes, 2 cents a pocket, and 3 cents a lapel. S h o p s  had pot-belly stoves in winter 

and only the favorites got to sit next to the stoves. When the electric stapped, 

theworkandjobsstapped. ?hese jobsweretheextramoneytokeepthefamily 

soins. 
IWe,would cleanup andmcwe back in the house. It was a hard job. 

##The chmchs wexe the relief centers. People took friends and relatives 

in. 

I1Being German, our family belonged to the neighborhood Bav-verin, the 

Princton on Isabella Street .  Banks were for rich people. The building 

association loaned money for many families to -er. 

"pleople they could mved to higher ground.lV 

ltEvery sprw there was a chance of a flood. W e  hoped it WQUldnlt be bad. 
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Mr.  George Rosen 

M r .  George m, age 85, lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. He and his brother, 

Imis, operated an auto dealership in Newport, owned real estate, d mnaged 

properties. Ncw retired he still has an office in Newpor t ,  Kentwky. 

Mr. Rosen was 11 years old at the time of the flood and lived a t  12 East Front 

Street, -between I+bmxth and York Streets, in N e w p a r t ,  Kentucky. The house faced 

the Ohio River. The back yard faced Second Street. 

IWy father was a horse trader a t  this time. The horses saw service during the 

flood. 

'With seven kids, who would take us in? We w e d  to the secml floor. 

Furniture to the attic, then we rmved with frierds. 
$ 

"1 reme&er the Kessler Food Stave flooded. We kept a kosher kitchen and 

bought fraan them. 

I I T h e  flood was hard, real hard, on business people. No insurance. Many were 

lucky to have savings to repair and fix up. 

I W y  mst vivid m r y  was cleanup. Mud and silt everywhere. The kids-all 

had to work. 

'We expecbd a flood every year. It was a way of life. We always w e d  

back. When we c a l d  afford it, we w e d  to higher grcnuld. 

1937, I was living in Cincinnati, Ohia. The Jewish C c a m m i t y  was only a 

few families in N e w p o r t .  Many of the retail shops on Monm~uth Street were owned,by 

Jewish families. 

"In 1937 we were in the auto business in Newport and moved the cars as the 

water came up1 

I 1 I  stayed with friends in Newpor t ;  crossed the L & N Bridge by using a boat 

to the bridge. 

I1The city was hard pressed for money after the flood. We stayed after the 



flood and during the war. 

good 

18The floodwall was good. People kept their jabs and horns. Business was 

after the wall. 

lToreign cars and steel forced the steel m i l l  out of the city and not the 

floods. (1979 the steel mill and rolling m i l l  closed its operations in Newport. 

In 1981, the Newport Steel Corporation was organized and pxhased the mills W 

up to 3,000 worked, nuw 600 work.) 

Was the wall worth the effort? 

I' Yes. " 

What abaut the future? 

''The floodwall and the land are here. The big cumpanies are gone. The I& 
v 

expressway r a n p  f m  Cincinnati will help the city's 3x+covery. 

l l L d c  at the riverbanb and that new office building. It's not a mill, but 

it's samethingl" 

M i s s  Lenora Bacon 

Miss Lenora Bawn lives in  South Newport. She is the -1 Cmnty office 

manager of the Northern Kentwky C k m W r  of Camaxe office in Newport. A s  a 

child she recalled the 1937 Flood. As a young wanan she was working far the then 

Qnp?33ell Caunty Chamber of Camsme when the floodwall was finished and dedicated. 

"Our ham was not flooded in 1937. But, oh the people without hares. There 

wexe thousards in Newport and thausands more could nut get t o  their jobs. It & 

a real hardship. 

'!The floodwall was being crarqleted when I started working. 

When asked abut the voting in 1940 for the floodwall bond issue, Miss Bacon 

remarked: 

"The Qlamber of Cemmrerce and Newport lxlsinesses worked very hard for the 



passage. The steel mill  wanted it. W i t h o u t  the wall they wuldnlt stay in the 

city. 

Vhe city prospered fmn the wall. !the 19501s were good. lhn-muth Street 

was as busy as any dckJntawn street w i t h  shnps, banks, arrd stores. It all changed 

in the 1960'8." 

Was the floodwall worth the effort? 

"Yes, don't be silly. It was needed to protect businesses and 





'ME m m  
PAR3 v 

Before the events that occurred after the Great Flood of 1937; it is 

necessary to look back at the m e s  taking place at the national level. 'Ihese 

changes set the stage for the canalization of the ahio River in the 1920's and the 

f1ood;alls of the 1940 Is. Ihe federal govemmmt mrved after Wcald War I and the 

Great m i a n  into extmisirq its authority aver &reams and mtemays. aZe, 

flwdplain upon a c h  the City of N e w p o r t  rested was to feel this exercise of 

authority. 

The federal gavenrmesrt derives its authority aver streams fraan several 

saurces. Federal authority over navigable waters is based on the Carmneree Clak 
S 

of the United States Cmstit~tion.~5 Navigable streams w h i c h  cross state 

bundaries an3 all navigable streams which meet with the ocean are under 

federal control; thus the authority for the acccmpli-t of the canalization of 

the Ohio River. The Praperty Clause of the Constitution authorizes Congress to 

"dispose of and make all needful rules ard regulations respecting property 

belonging to the United States . . . . d6 w capled with congress' puwer to 
levy taxes and to appmpriate fuds for the l l m n  defense167 influenced both 

the canal-dams cm the Ohio River ard Newport floodwalls. 

Ray K. Linsley, a water msomces engineering expert, called the puwer of the 

federal guvemments authority to ltpravidell for the general welfarew the leading , 

authority to -1 and develop the nationls rivers. To underscore this view 

65~.~. Ccinstitutian. Article I Section 8, Para. 3. 

66u.s. ccmstituticm. Article 4 section 3, para. 2. 

67~.~. Constitution. Article I Section 8, Para. 1. 
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Linsley called attention to  the Sup- Ocurtls statement,68 Thus the of 

Coagress to proanote the general welfare thraucJh laryesale projects for 

reclamation, irrigation, and ather internal improvements, is ncrw as clear and 

a q l e  as its puwer to aaxmplish the same results irdirectly thmugh resort to 

strained htapmtation of the pmer over navigation. 69 

The G r e a t  Flood of 1913 and the Flood of 1937 are very similar in their 

destxuction to the City of Newport, The reading of flood accauntg of 1913 one has 

only to expard upon the floods effects to  understand the 1937 flooding. The 

awaremss of and attitudes bmazd the flooding, the suffering, and e c o n d c  

destmction would take separate paths after each flood, but ultimately taward the 

same goals. 
a 

In the aftermath of the Great Floods of 1884 and 1913 it did not take long 

for the City of Newport to return t o  normal. %he economic  ti^ and 

depaf&xies within the city damkkd just that-normalcy. The systems of the 

hlustxial-urbn area were expect& t o  deliver a normal supply of labor, 

xnanagenmt, goods, and services on which the city had becmm dependent. Normalcy 

was qxcted of the gas and electric supply, telephme and radio, railroads ard 

trolley cars, coal w l y ,  U c a l  services, food and water supplies, finances, 

police and f i r e  services, recseation, businesses, jobs, and the labor supply. For 

all of these were lhecessary to assure the continued &ion of the hiustrial-urban 

city. , 

m s  of and attidudes tuward flooding and the suffering and econadc 

destruction it produced in these cities changed after the 1913 Flood. This can be 

found in events shortly after the flood and events that occurred after careful 

68uniteci states w. Gerlach ~ i v e  stoc)r co., 339 U.S. 738. 

6%ay K. Linsley, Water -Resources Encrineering (New York, New York: 
=raw-Hil l  Book Oclmpany, 1964), p. 143. 



q t  and review of the flood was c~mpleted. Individuals and grc~ lps  were to 

offer solutions and take action in  the years after the flood in attempts to 

pmtect the area f m  future floods and prevent UECSECY flooding. The goal of 

pmtectian and prevention was to be delayed by World W a r  I. 

Awammss of and attitudes toward flooding started in a Newpor t  M of 

c c m n i ~ s ~  Meeting the night of April 5, 1913.~' This was before the Ohio 

River and Licking River water had cmp1eteJ.y left the city. A t  this meting 

was discussed a Dike Plan and Street Imprnement Plan. D i k e  Plan called for a 

20-foot wall set back f m  the river bank to keep the water out. Streets would be 

raised in those areas flooded in the past. The floodwall would protect people and 

Wiustry. The street raising wuuld permit the continuous auto and trolley car 
' 

% 

transport during flooding. The plans were not to be approved and were ahm3Oned. 

The city ccamnission called the plans too costly. Without state and federal 

program it wmld have heen an almost impossible task to raise the necessary funds 

for com&m&ion on a local basis. 

Onthemti&frmrttheawarenessofthefloodingwasmtratedin 

telegraphed stories, mwsppem, and books written about the flood and its 

effects. One of the mar books about the 1913 Flood was written by Marshall 

EVerett  and was t i t led, Traaic Story  of America's Greatest D i w & e r + b n z a d o ,  

Flood and Fire in Ohio, Irdiana, Nebraska and Mississill~i ~a l l ev .7~  Although 

this book,u&&tedly stressed the suffering and tragedy of the times, it did much 

t o  inform the nation of flooding an3 its umqwnca (Ekhibit #45). Lcrwell 

Thomas was to write in 1937 and publish a similar book titled, Hunsrv Waters 

7 O ~ h e  Cinchmati Times-Star, 5 April 1913. 

7 l~arshal l  Evertt, Waqic Stow of Arneicals Greatest Disaster 
(Chicago: J.S. ziegler CcPaparry, 1913), pp. 3,4,5. 



me  tow of the   re at ~lood.72 

men the adverthem& that in the Sunday mom ~incinnati 

Emubr on April 6, 1913 called attention to the flood and its eocncmic impact 

on the flood sufferers' loss: 

speers' 
NeE* Corner 
Fifth & oentral Avenue 

Brighten Your Way to a New Hame 
3 Room caplete $75.00 
For the Benefit of a l l  Worthv Flood ~ufferem7.3 
No First Payment-EMxa Easy Terms-Caplete Dinner S e t  Free 

It was dlnrost chilling to read the news articles printed llnder the very 

sinrple, but larye Aunitum adver thnmt .  For in this article laid the seeds of 

future events that a d  delay pratection and prevention £ran flooding in Newpoit 

(Exhibit #22). 

The article read: 

IS Caused in -land 
Fbtue Policy of National on ~arger 
Army and Navy Sites 'Eh 

m a c e  Relieves Camty Would Have 
to Accept Peace comliticns if it Lbst 
Supremacy of the Sea 

Germany has unexpectedly declared her intention of straining all 
her efforts to prepare for a war which would came very soon, 
probably even before the end of the present year.74 

IXlrhg the w a r  years and the post-war period, protection of the 

btiustrial-urban City of Newport f m  flooding was to take second place to the 

pressure to W e l a p  the ahio River as a modem military and commercial transporter 

T 2 ~ l  Thcauas, lhmrv Waters The Stow of the Great Flood, 1937 
(Philadelphia: Universal Books, 1937) . 

73- C i n c h t i  Emuher, 6 April 1913. 

74  bid. 



of goods and sewices in middle Amrica. FtWb that w t x e  available at the federal 

lwel were to go first to daanrs and river channel-, seam3 to construction of 

water storage areas, and third to the protection of specific river installations. 

Charles Henry Ambler best explains the Ohio River inpmvemmt strategy that 

develaped during World War I and was implemmted in the 1920ts. 

. BWimhUe annual appropriations for the i m p m e n m t  of 
rivers and harlras had fallen fraa fifty-two million dllm in 1910, 
a high water mark, to twelve nillion dollars in 1914, the Ohio 
suffering with athers. More alarming still were  the effects of a 
m i a l  decadence that had practically stripped the Ohio of 
traffic. . . . the improvenmt of the Ohio had intrinsic merits . . . 
the World War caae on, and railroads failed to meet the 
transportaticm needs of the country. As a result traffic again 
sought the Ohio in such quantities as again to renew demands for 
its imprwed navigation. It mattered not that the tonnage had 
shifted'fram cual, timber, and passengers to iron and steel. 

It was under these a t i o n s  that impmed inland waterways 
again faclnd favor with caqress. A C C O ~ ~ ~ X J ~ ~ ,  in 1922, a 
Ikterways bloct1, dis- the recammendations of the federal 
budget, apprapriated a total of forty-two million dollars for the 
i n p u v e  of rivers and harbors, which was increased to f ifty-six 
million the year folluwing. To avoid the I1pork barrelt1 N-is 
these amxnrtS were kuned wer to the War Department to be allotted 
among individual projects a c o o ~  to their respective merits. 
Under this plan the belated impmvmt of the Ohio, f m l y  
scheduled for mipletion in 1922, came in for liberal allowances 
that for 1923 reaching five and me-half million dollars, and its 
boosters raised the slogan "On to Cairo by 1929It. 

These anticipations were well founded. On schedule time, 
October 19-25, 1929, the Ohio Valley Impravenmt Asociation, 
togetherwithrnmreraus local chanbrs of cmnerce andather 
organizations, joined President Hwver, mnbem of his cabinet and 
nutables, amurg them the gavemors of Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, and 
West Virginia, in the dedication of a system of locks and dams so 
co- as to give the Ohio River, thmughout its length and 
throughout the year, a uniform state of backwater of a minimum 
depth of nine feet. Although the total cost of this engineering 
feet aggregated almost one hundred twenty-five million dollars, or 
mre than ten times the original estimate, all rejoiced in its 
ccarp?letion, confiderit in its potentialities for many fond returns. 

A feature of these ceremdes was the "Dedication Cruise1@ that 
left Pittsbmqh, October 18, the flagship tlCinchtift and her 
sister steamrs, the I1Greater Pittsburghff and the "Queen Cityvt , 
leading the way. At Cinchti, the President had participated in 
the dedication of a mmmmt, located in Eden Park, cinchti, to 
camemorate the cumpletion of the canalization of the Ohio and the 
mmory of sanre of those most hstmmmtal in effecting it. Thence 
the party pmceeded to Louisville, where the President briefly 
outlined the history of internal impmements on the Ohio and the 



policy of his admkhtmtion respect- inland waterways in 
general. Hem he left the dedicatory pageant, a part of which 
continued to ~ i r o . 7 5  

In the rush of the 1920 Is to build the great Ohio River Valley's network of 
dams, channels, and ~~, the pmtection of cities and prevention of 
f1oodh-q in the valley was alnaost fo-. Also during this time there was no 
serious flooding ar the chi0 ~ v e r  ( w i t  ~44) .76 FO- were the 
m p s  arrl esmcdc lass of the Great Floods of 1884 and 1913 (Exhibit v #44) 

The Wedication Csuise of 1929" can be mnabemd as the zenith of the Hower 
Administration. Ihs follwirg is taken frcm the President's dedication speech 
delivered in Imhville, Kmtucky. Fmn it is derived a fealing of a ~ l i s h m m t  
and Wort. 

"It has been a gigantic task, this transformation of the Ohio. 
It represents an expenliture and a labor half as great as the 
cmstmction of the Panama Canal. Like many current pmblems, the 
developent of our rivers is never a finished acccarp?lishment; it 
must nrarc-h with the progress of life and invention. 

While I am prcrud to be the President who witnesses the 
apparent campletion of its h p ~ ,  I have the belief that 
same day nw inventions and new pressure of population will 
its further d e v e l w .  In same generation to ame they will 
pexhaps look back at aur triunph in building a channel nine feet in 
depth in the same way that we look at the triumph of our forefathers 
when, having cleared the nags and bars, they an- that a boat 
drawing two feet of water cmld pass safely from Pi- to 
New Orleans. Yet for their times ard means they, too, accconrplished 
a great task. It is the river that is permanent; it is one of 
God's gifts to men, and with each fllcceeding generation we will 
advance in our appreciation and our use of it. And w i t h  each 
gmeration it will grow in the history and traditicm of aur 
Nation. 

HExBEm'IKX)TIER 
Frcan Dedication Address, 
~ i l l e ,  K M ~ ,  October 23, 1929.T8 

History and tradition of our Nation were to take a sharp turn. in direction 

75char1es Henry Ambler, A ~isbrv of Transmrtation in the Ohio Valley 
Westport ,  Carmecticut: ~ r e m m d  press publishers, 1929)~ pp. 421-426. 

7 6 ~ i l b e r t  F. Wh.i.9, Pa- on Flocd -1- (- Paper NO. 70,  
Chicago: University of Chicago, 1961) , p. 13. 

77 Ibid. 

78Char1es Henry Ambler, A Histom of Transmrtation in the Ohio Valley 
(w-, Chme&iCut: Greerrwood Press Publishers, 1929), p. 418. 



fraan the pathway charted by President Hoover. In the sam mnth came the Stock 

Market Crash of 1929 and it ushered i n  the Great Depression of the 1930 I s .  

The hdustrial-urban city of Nesuport, during the early days of the 

Depression, were  cmcemed with feeding, clothhq, and shelter- the maployed. 

Little thought was given to floods on the Ohio River. S a m  recalled the relief 

efforks of the QBat Flood of 1913 and the relief work of the Great World W a r .  

Systems of distribution in the city ware staffed and patterned after these early 

efforts. 

A s  stated earlier the de&ru&ion that resulted frcan the 1937 Flood exceeded 

that of the 1913 Flood. Newport in February 1937 was not only fac- the 

recms&ction of flood damage, it was i n  the dark days of the Great &pression'. 
3 

For its irmnediatte needs it turned to local. banks for a $50,000 loan to help w i t h  

the cleanup of stxeets ard water sptems. For the great issues of nzbdlding, 

flood pmtection, and flood corrtrol, the city was to  turn to the federal programs 

for help. 

Harry Hopkins and the Works hrogress AWnbtration (WPA) were to play the 

first role in  the mdwelopwnt of Newport after the flood. The WPA was to follm 

President Rooeveltls six basis m q u h m m b  for public works relief: 

(1) Thepmjectsshouldbeuseful. 
(2) Projects shall be of a nature that a considerable proportion of 

the mnq  spent w i l l  go into wages for labor. 
(3) Projects which pmnise ultimate return to the Federal Treasuq 

. of a considerable proportion of the costs w i l l  be sought. 
(4) Funds allotted for each project should be actually and pnxptly 

spent and not held wer unt i l  later years. 
( 5 )  In all cases pmjects must be of a character to  give employment 

to those on the relief rolls. 
( 6 )  Projects w i l l  be allocated to localities or relief areas in 

relatiqy to the number of wcakers on relief rolls in those 
areas. 

79Henry H. Mams, Harrv ~opkins A Bi-phy (New York, New York: 
G.P. Putnamls Sans, 1977). 



131e headlines of the Kentuckv Post were to reveal the actions of the WPA. 

In ways the WPA odra of works surpassed the activit ies of the local city 

gmmmmtworM andthe AmericanRedamss in the city. 

January 27, 1937 I1Survey to Be Made for Public Housing in NewportI1 

'WPA to Follow Flood in Cleanupt1 

February 6, 1937 lWanager J.T. Reily t o  See Harry HopkhW1 

I T e d e m l  Aid to Tear Down Area 20 city Blocks11 

February 7, 1937 Hopkins WPA - Sees People W e d  to 
Hilltaps - Frcan west End" 

I 

' W A  C l e a n s  Up Damagell 

I1Newport City Caamnission Unable to Seek mn3s 
for city to  m a i m  ~ffected1180 

llne WPA mrved effectively to W m  order in  the city by cleaning streets, 

rebui ldhj  walls, tear* dawn U d i n g s ,  and remving debris. 

A t  this time limited thought was given t o  the renewing of plans for a 

floodwall. The p r h q  interest as in 1913 was restor- normalcy to the systems 

needed by an W b t r i a l  city. Ihe health of the people was the concern of the 

American Red Cross. It called for continual boiling of water un t i l  mid-~ebruary 

and innoculations against diseases. Tranqprtation, auto, trains, 

and trolley cars was restored with the reopening of the bridges wer the Ohio and 

Licking Rivers. T h i s  assured the workers a resumption of pay. (The trolley lines 

of Northern Ibntudq were soon to be replaced by the Greenline Wls franchise with 

the diesel buses that could, i f  necessafy, travel arcnnd the flood waters. ) 

E l e d r i c ,  gas, and coal delivery was resumed. (Electric power plants in 

''The Kentuckv Post, 27 January 1937 & 1,6,7 February 1937 
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Cincinnati w e r e  to be sumamhd by high concrete floodwalls to prevent future 

loss of puwer pmduction. ) A s  in  1913 schools, f i r e  dep&mnb, and police 

d e p a r b e n b w e n t ~ b y t h e w a t e r .  Thiseasedtheamcernsforsocial 

control and order in the mtmmity. Louting arrd theft were kept to a minirmn for 

both the individual hcnne and business. 

The City of Newport witnessed several plans for the w e s t  side of the city 

before the supportem of the floodwall took aantral of the flocd protection issue 

and directed - and attitudes tclward these goals. Two of the plans 

examhd were the  ree en belt m program arti the ~ c ~ e n a o t t  wrt ~ 0 t h  

p l a n s ~ t o b e ~ a s t o o c o s t l y t o t h e c i t y i n l o s t t a x r w e r m e s ~  

m a t i o n .  
9 

Resettlenmt of the w e s t  side people into the county area between Fort Thomas 

an3 Alexardria was to resemble the  ree en hills, Ohio Plan developed under the New 

Deal's m t  Tcrwn Program. Inspired by Rexford G. Tugwell the ammumities 

were to be chamcbrized by decent hausing and a high level of social and 

elhrcatianal services H wem to be smmuded by a belt of open land. A s  Tugwell 

quoted in  the Crabarass Frontier, IWy idea was t o  go just outside centem of 

papulation, pick up land, build a whole ccmmumity, and entice people into 

them. Then go back into the cities and tear dawn whole slums and mah parks of 

them. @?For N w r t  the lack of Auds resulted in the amexhg of 400 acres south 

of the city and w m l y  the private construction of W.) Part of the west , 

side slum housing a d  be torn duwn after the construction of the floodwalls. 

Sane of the peaple stayed for a while in the public housing project with few park 

areas and virtually no m t s !  (The public housing wuuld by the 1950 Is see 

8 1 ~ e  Kenhckv Post, 25 February 1937 

82Ksmeth T. Jacksan, Crabarass Wntie r  - The Suburbanization of 
the United States (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985). 



an krreaSe of white Appalachians and by the 1960's f if ty percent of the hausing 

Redevelow on a grand scale w a s  called for in the John McDemutt Airport 

~ 1 a n a J  TIE plan called for the rehabilitation of Newportps west end * t b c r t ~ v l  

through the wnstxwtian of an airport and recreation center. Called for were a 

recreaticm field, s w i n d q  pool, airport, restaurants, hotel facilities, offices, 

and gas and oil stations. 'Ihe airport was to resemble the Lunken kbport in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. This plan called for the destruction of much of the west erd 

housing and no floodwall (Exhibit #28). I&is plan was short lived ard lost 

out to  the floodwall, pvblic housing, and steel m i l l  protection. (In reading the 

plan in detail, it is interesting to contrast it with the current Ohio River ' 

* 
devel-t in Newport. Aside fmn the airport, M c m t ' s  idea was 50 years 

before its th. Ironically, me of the public housing areas was mmd in his 

-rye 1 

The civic leadership of Newport soan turned to the federal gwermnent for 

flood control solutions. Already in place a t  the federal level were the necessary 

laws, regulations, and programs t o  solve the problems of flooding. By early 1938 

the civic leadership decided on a floodwall approach to flood pratection. The 

plans called for excising the city with concrete and dirt levees against the 

Licking and Ohio Rivers. They looked t o  Dayton, Ohio and its flood control system 

of design developed for the Miami  River area after the Great Flood of 1913.~4 For 

the specific flood control policy they looked t o  the Flood Control Act of 1936 

upon which to build. 'Ihe Act declared the following: 

It is recognized that destructive floods upon the rivers of 
the United States, upsetting orderly processes and causing loss of 

83 1he &nbck~ Post, 10 February 1937 

8 4 ~  L. mst, Ohio water ~irsts V O ~ .  one. ( c o ~ ~ ,  Ohio: 
Water V Faundatim of Chio, Inc., 1985). p. 45 



life and pnperty, includirg the erosion of lands, and impairing 
and obstru&ing navigation, highways, railroads, and other channels 
of cxamaeree between the States, constitute a nmace to national 
welfare; that it is the sense of Cangress that flood contml on 
navigable waters or their tributaries is a pmper activity of the 
Federal Gavenmrent in cooperation with States, their political 
subdivisions, and localities thereof; that investigations d 
i m p r u v m  of rivers and other waterways, includiq wa- 
thereof, for f l o o d e l  ~xlrposes are in the in- of the 
general welfare; that the Federal Guvmmmt should impruve or 
participate in the improvemnt of navigable waters ur their 
tributaries, including wabrsheds thereof, for flood-control 
purposes if the benefits to wlxmmxver they may accrue are in 
excess of the esthted costs and if the li and social security 
of people are otherwise a d v d y  affected. 8? 

The Flood Cwrtrol Ad of 1936 wuuld allow the Army Corp of Engineers to 

cmstruct and maintain flood control walls and levees, but did not allow for the 

acquisition of land for cmstmction. Municipal, county, and state gwemnent b 

participate in such ambml - had to acquh the lard for the construction 

right away. In Newport the city leadership headed by City Manager, J.B. Morlidge, 

estimated the land acquisitm cast to the city to be $350,000. 

The leadership in 1938 launched a campaign to pass a city wide bond issue for 

this anmnt. The election of November 9, 1938 saw the bond issue and floodwall 

backers failing in their efforts. The issue required a two-thirds majority to 

pass. Many saw the loss as a result of limited education of the voters and 

limited w r t  by the business cammity. In Nweanber, 1939 under the sam 

leadexship the Floodwall Bond Issue wuuld go duwn to defeat again. The vote total 

was 5,877 yes to 5,484 no. Ihe two-thixds vote was missed for a second t h .  Tip 

flocdwall was to wait another two yeam for cansideration. 

85~nited States Code 1982 Edition, Vol. T h k k a .  The Gaexal and 
Permanent Laws of the United States in Force on January 14, 1983 (washhgton: 
United States Govemmnt Printing Office, 1983). 



Early in 1940 the supportem of the flocdwall band issue were reorganized 

undertheguidanceof the-of ~oarmerr=eof Gmphll Comtyhea-in 

Newport, Kenhdq'. According to Umra Bacan, a Flood Corrtrol Camittee was  

established. The fo l lwkq pezsons assumed the leadership positim: 

Elnil nauss Don PlumnE?r 
H. Be Skinner Ted Vail 

The Flood Control Ccxnnittee received financial support flccan the business 

cunmnity especially the Anmew. Steel ~ m p a n y . ~ ~  Ihe interests of steel in 

Newport not only supported the floodwall bond issue w i t h  money, but its employees 

were requested to v r t  the issuee87 The support of the steel was in the 

opinion of Bertelsman and Bacon a strong factor in the wentuaJ. passage of the 

bond issue ( E x h i b i t s  #29-34). 

The voting on the Floodwall Bord Issue i n  N-, 1940 was played against a 

gruwing national ccmcern of the united States entry into the European War. During 

the surmner of 1940 EYame had fallen to N a z i  Germany, and sentiment for military 

aid to  Great Britain was growing, the conscription b i l l  had been passed by 

Congress, ard the demand for steel was gruwing. With the ming military need 

for steel the nation cauld nut afford the loss of heavy plate steel produced by 

Steel Ccanpany and pmcessed in the Newport Rolling M i l l  (Exhibit #35). 

To -re the importance of the steel industry, Ray K. Linsley used this 

-1e of -fits fram flood control: 

Benefits froaa flood control may arise i n  activities a c h  
stem fram use or processing of pmducks d sewices directly 
affected by floods. For exaqle, i f  a steel m i l l  is losed by a 
flood and steel resews are short fadories far mmved f m  the 

86 Flcrd Qntrol committee Minutes, ( N a ~ p o r t ,  KentucJcy: NCN- 12, 
1940) . 

87- l e n ~ ~ a  Bacon, ( In terv i ew:  ~ a ~ p o r t .  1988). 



flood are;\ migM have to close until  steel pmduction is again 
urderway.88 

lhis statement could have been true of several cities frcan Pittsturgh, 

Femsylvariia and Ironton, W.0 to Newpor t ,  Kentucky. Far Newport, it reflected 

the nation and city in the f a l l  of 1940. 

The m c k v  editorial of October 25, 1940 reflected the 

organization and work done by the Flood Oantrol committee: 

Vote $350,000 to Get $2,000,000 

I f  saneme cam to you and agreed to spend $600 an your 
property i f  you muld raise $100 over a long period of time, it 
seems masonable to  believe that you would jump at  the opportunity. 
Also the proposal klQUld be doubly attractive i f  you cuuld alhmnae 
the $100 am3 make the improvement without the project costing you 
one cent mre in taxes. 

That is exactly what the federal gwerrmnt is saying to the 
people of Newport, offering to make a $2,000,000 impruvenmt and 
enhance the value of the city i f  the vutexs of N e w p o r t  w i l l  vote 
approval of a mere $350,000 in  boslds to pay for the ci ty 's  share of 
rights-of-way for flood protection. And ci ty  officials have given 
a s s u r a n c e t h a t t h e ~ i s s u e w i l l n u t r a i s e t a x e s .  

~amsomanyreasonswhythetaxpayersofNewportshould 
notonlybewillingtovoteforthebonds, b u t g o o u t a n d s e e t h a t  
their neighbors vute for the $350,000 issue on N w .  5. A few of 
t h e ~ ~ ~ s h o u l d s e e t o i t t h a t t h e ~ i s s u e i s  
given a huge majority are contained in the resolution adopted by 
the Newport Rotary Club in inlorsing the bond issue. They are: 

ONE: Result in the establishment of new irklustrial plants 
which will present opportunities for steady employment and 
cmtirzued wages for labor. 

W: Prwide security against future flood hazards for 
industrial plants now established and operating, thus permitting 
the continuance of payrolls and wages. m: Bring about property values and extensive 
improvements w i t h  the result that additional taxes-but not an 
increased tax rate--fm such impmements should more than offset 
the cost of the bm% to pruvide the ci ty 's  share of the work. 

FOUR: %bq about the reclamation of property wh ich  has been 
non-productive of taxes for marry years because of recurring floods, 
w i t h  this praperty being restored to the tax books and again 
bewnbg a source of tax revenue for city purposes. 89 

88 Ray K. Linsley, Water-- Ensineerinq (New York: McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, 1964). p. 601. 

89 Ihs Kentuckv FDa, 25 October 1940. 
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Navember 6, 1940 was a day of voting that still rirys in the mirds of inmy 

Newport citizens. The day saw F.D.R. re-elected for a third term; Chandler in 

KenhCky was elected to the Senate; -1 County voted for Wendell Willkie and 

Newport, it appeamd at first, defeated the Floodwall Bond Issue. The headlines 

of me Kentuckv FD& for a few days i n  Nwabr, 1940 told the story: 

November. 6, 1940 "Flaab Bortb Lose by 38 t Plan Contest 
Hapes for Passage of $350,000 Newport Issues DccJced 
W h e n L a S t P r e c M w a s ~ "  

Nw- 7, 1940 ItFlood Bond Reccnurt Agreed; 
ToCheckMissingBooklets 
C a r l  Ebert, Newport City Solicitor 
Predicts Vic=tory'I 

Nwaher 8 ,  1940 lWewport Flocd Issue Wins! 
Margin of 39 Votes Sham Under Recaunt. 

9 -let8 Pigums A m  8,533 For ard 4,247 Against1190 

Newportts $350,000 Floodwall Bcrnd Issue was carried by a margin of just 39 

votes in a mmmt. There was at that time and still today those persons who 

questioned the vote total. 

"%hat %&never there is a hotly conterded issue with a close 
vote them are always sore losers. 

The bond issue w a s  passed, but once again the City of Newport was to wait.  

World War I1 spilled on the scene, delaying the start of the flwdwall until April 

6, 1946 and the finished floodwall until September 29, 1951. 

The project acccatplished mu&, but left many questions for the future. Was . 

the Did it p- the ecmcdc revitalization 

hoped for? Did it prolong or delay the transformation of the rivervs influence on 

the city? 



Storms, Floods and Floodwalls 

Conclusion 



Storms, Floods and Floodwalls 

On Se- 29, 1951 the mayor and ccmnksimers of the City of Newport 

coxdhlly invited the mnnuni.ty to a- the dedication of the Newport Flood 

Wall. It was a gala event with lmdxnm, motorcades, music, and cerenmies at the 

local 'high school s tadium.  City and county officials welmad the Anny Corp of 

Engineers, U.S. Cmgmmm Rrmt Gpenca, and the Iimorable Alben W. Barkley, Vice 

President of the Uhited States. lmkLrg at the Pmgrams anl newspaper clippings 

it all appeared to hwe been so shrple, but farteen yeam, had passed since the 

Great Flood of 1937. Nuw the wall was finished ( W i t s  #36-40) . 
By 1951, price totaled over $8,000,000. The earth lwee neasured 7,656 

1 

feet in lerrgth and was cm&mcbd with 700,000 cubic yards of earth. The 

concrete wall section was 2,800 feet 1- and included 13,000 cubic yards of 

concrete. The steel interlocMng wall protecting the steel mill consisted of 

12,800 tons of steel. 1,800,000 pounds of steel reinforcing was used in the work. 

To carry water and waste away fram the wall, three wing stations wem 

cons- to prq 315,000 gallons per minute in t h  of flood.91 

The Kentucky Tims-Star editorial of September 29, 1951 rose above the 

celebration of the day and massing of statistics. It called attention to the 

struggle by the Chzrmber of cameme to bring abaut this significant 

Qlamber Deserves Recognition 

While c~n~lixmb are being handed out on the occasion of the 
corning dedication of Newport's floodwall, it would be fitting if 
special recognition were given to the Campbell County Chamber of 
Camvxce for its vigoruus efforts in behalf of the bord issue which 
made this great project possible. Vincent W. Herold, who sewed 
as president of the chamber at the the, and Emil Krauss, who was 
campaign chairman, recall these early beginnings of the floodwall: 

9'- Kentuckv Post, 1 S t Z p h b r  1951. 
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ItAfter tsm unsuccessful a t k p t s  to pass the bond issue in 
Newport for $350,000 to provide fmds for the city to  &in rights 
of way for the.floodwal1, we wem at  last successful at  the 
N- election i n  1940. A rewunt of the vutes on N w .  8, 1940, 
ShcxJedthebogldisfllehadcarriedbytherequiredtwo-thirds 
majority, the vute being 8,635 for and 4,247 a g a h t .  

It% years previously the f i r s t  bond issue was defeated 
the~ofCQrmerce toakmpart .  

lfDurirg scad c#maalgn, the Chamber of Oeamnerce decided to 
amduct a @Iflash" campaign of about ten days duration. Huwwer, 
after this vute for the issue was  lost, w decided on a cmpdgn of 
e d u c a t i o n f o r t h e v a t e m w h e n t h e n e x t ~ g n w a s ~ ~ .  So 
f o r m m t h a n a y e a r m ~ ~ w a s ~ g e d i n ~ p l m a n d  
preparations, which, w i t h  the aid of the na~spapers and radio 
stations, as well as the schools and the chumhest we carried our 
campaign to every section of the city. 

e y e d  by two defeats a t  the polls, the chambex worked 
valiantly arki hand-in-hand with the cig admMstration to  put 
across the history-making bond issue. 

The storms, the floods, the destruction, were, with the completion of the ' 
I 

floodwall, t h h p  of the past. In 1951, the C i t y  of Newport f e l t  &ortable in 

its protection behind the wall. In  the short-- the wall prolonged the l i fe  of 

the -tack industry, inc1~di.n~ steel, in the ci ty  for 25 mre years. In the 

long-run it can be questioned that perhaps the w a l l  kept out e c o d c  change and 

produced stagnation in the city's (Exhibits 

A s  one looks today a t  Newport, mst of the heavy -try to be protected by 

the flooltwall is gone! The l q e  h f b t r i a l  enplayers of 1913, 1937, and 1951 - - 
AndraJs Steel Ccanparry, Newport Fbllbq M i l l ,  Portlard cement, Weidemarm Brewing 

Higgin Manufacturing, the trolley electric power stations, the trolley 

lines, the railmad depot, and even the tailor shops are a l l  gone. TechnologicaJ 

changes, social changes, energy dhnands, and foreign imports have ccanbined to bring 

hlustrial-urban base of the city. 

Many of the people, as the city gmw older, w e d  fram the area to the 

%mfortsfI of the subwks. Much of the once great Mansion H i l l  area of Newport 



has been reduced to decay with an occasicml attempt a t  restoration. 

The trolley car lines were gone in 1937-replaced by the gasolhe car and 

diesel buses. !the milmad no l q e r  cuts the City of N-rt in two sections; 

b u t n o w t h e ~ t e H i g h w a y 4 7 1 c u t s t h e c i t y i n t w o l  Therailroadstationand 

the industrial sidings are gone. The Chesapeab and ahio Railroad nuw the CSX 

Corporkion has one set of tracks. 

Where the factory 1abcre.r~ lived, worked, and played along the LicMng River 

stands black after block of deterioratw public housing. Where the Newport Army 

Barracks stood, 1- w e s t  to  the G r e a t  American Frontier, autambile dealers 

sell their cars and children play in  the parking lots. 

But &l has nat gone to waste and destruction. The Ohio River, as all 
4 

rivers have a habit of doing, has given econdc birth again. In N e w p o r t  north of 

the floodwall are fcRlnd restaurants offering employment and enjoyment. ;rust south 

of the wall near the nearly completed interstate highway ramps, is rising an eight 

story office building. Hi-rise apartmats are planned for the riverfront area 

where the river warfs existed in  the 1880's. 

?he children of this new river birth must be aware and nawnber Ray W a r d ' s  

warningthat floods arenotnab.mil disaster, butmanmade inthatman 

puts himself a t  risk by developing floodplains for s e t t l ~ ,  agriculture, and 

But why does man put himself a t  risk? S m  still say it is m y  ecoMPnic , 

reasons or as a result  of ignorance that man returns and stays along the rivers. 

Then why stay? Nick Clooney, a native of Maysville, Kentucky tells the best 

reason why in The F'all  and Rise of the River Tuwn. 

Then why stay? Because it is beautiful, and beauty is rare 
and worth a price. Because it always changes, and is always 
interesting. And because on an early surmner morning, when the mist 
rises fraan the banks and the sun glints in intricate patterns on 
the water surface; when you are alone with an ahmst primeval 



silence~aretauchedbythepwerof itsbmad, relentlesssweep 
of the sea; then even for the carq old river-mtchers, wise to  its 
ways, suspicious of its intentions, q - p - d  W its =-==St 

even for him all is once more forgiven. 

The City of Newport is no lcnpr the h&strial-urhn center of 1884 - 1951. 

The threat of noad has been redhrced to  a minimnn. Pmtection of lives and 

p- f m  f10odi.m~ has iqmved tremendcrusly. The lessons learned fmn 

hiustrial-urban flacding hopefully w i l l  not be focgotten as the river 

flocdplainls image cbrqes again. The city an3 its new generations must never 

forget this relationship to the floodplains. 

9 3 ~ ~  Caulfield, The River Book: Cincinnati and the Ohio 
( c i n c h t i :  % Program for Cincinnati, 1981) , p. 216. 
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Exhibits 

Exhibit 1. Ohio Drainage Basin. Depar tEn t  of 
t h e  I n t e r i o r  Water Supply, Washington D. C. 

The Great F l o o d s  o f  1884 ,  1 9 1 3 , a n d  1937 

i n  t h e  C i t y  of Newport ,  Kentucky.  
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A s  i n  1884 '  a n d '  1937  damage was w i d e s p r e a d  i n  Oh io ,  

I n d i a n a ,  and Kentucky.  



Exh ib i t  Newport, Kentucky 1913  Flood on F i f t h  Street 
between Cen t r a l  and C o l m b i a  S t r e e t s .  Water 
was t o  rise higher  a f t e r  p i c t u r e  was taken.  
Note t h e  street c a r  t r acks .  

I n  1937 t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  would be 10 feet 

h i g h e r  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  B u i l d i n g  t o  

l e f t  would f l o a t  f rom f o u n d a t i o n s .  
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Bird's Eye view of the  Strel  Plant.  Rolling Milln, tialvanizin)! a,nd Rtwfin)! 1)epartment. 

MAIN OFFI(:E - NEWPORT, KENTU(:EY. 
WORKS AI)I>RESS--NEWPORT, KEN1'UC:KY. 

NEWPORT ROLLING MILL and 
ANDREWS STEEL CO. 

NEWPORT, KY. 

Numl~er of Sheet 3lills, 19--\nnual capacity, 110,000 llct tons. 

Number of Jobl~ing ~ l i l l s ,  I--Annual capacit~,, 24,000 nct tons. 

RANGE OF ROLLING LIMITS 

Black Sheets, 7 to 30 gauge, 24" to 48" wide. 
Black Sheets, 7 to 30 gauge, 72" to 144" long. 
Gd\.anized Shects. 10 to 30 gauge, 24" to 48" \vide. 
Gal\-anized Sheets, 10 to 30 gauge. 72" to 144" long, according to gauge. 

II i PRODUCTS I I 
I 
I Black, Galvanizeti ;lnd Blue .Anncaleci Open Hearth Steel Shcets. 

Electrical Steel Shccts, Black and Galvanizkd "Gcs t l i~~c  OFca Ileirtlr 
' 

Iron",  pure iron copper allo~, sheets. 

TRADE NAMES 

"Globc" Brand Black ant1 Gall-anized Steel Shccts. 
"Gcnlrinc Ojheil IIeclrfh Iron ." 
Keu-port -1rnlature. 
Keu-port Electrica1 ".A". 
Nen-port Electrical "-4" Special Steel Sheets. 



"BOOST NORTHERN KENTUCKY" 

HORACE C.  DRAKE. R e s l d e n t  

h ElENRY IIICCIN. Vice-Prrsldent 
H.  K. REEVES. Secretary 
WALTKR FABER, Treauurer 

The Higgin Manufacturing Company 
INCORPORATED 

NEWPORT, KENTUCKY 

T HIS COhlP-ANT was organized in 1898 and for the past t\vent),- 
five years have been engaged in the manufacturing of hletal Fine 
Screens and hletal breather Strips. The output of this concern 

is oniversally known and regarded as the best and most durable on the 
market. The Higgin hlanufacturing Company are one of the largest 
Xlrtal Screen Manofacturcrs in the South. They are also engaged in thc 
manufacturing of A~~tomohile .Arrcssories. The Executive Staff of this 
company have al~vays been ready and willing to assist in the 8etterment 
of the Community. 



"ROOST NORTHERN KENTUCKY" 
_ -  . . - I-C.__. 

OTTO ZIMMPRMAN, Prusldcnt ARTIilIR ZIMMERMAIV. Vice-President a n d  General  Manager  
I)A\'11> I>.\VIES. Secretary and Trt-uurcr 

The Otto Zimmerman & Son Co. 
120 East Third St., Newport, Ky. 

Music Printers, Engravers and Binders 
Lithographers of Quality Hotel Stationery 

Established 1876. Employ 100 people. 

A\'E the largest ant1 Ixst equipped plant of its liinrl \\'est of 
I'hilatlclphia. Thcir building and grounds arc one of the 
artistic attractions of the citj-. The\, reproduce an~vthing 

in the line of music froin popular and classic music \\.it11 clal~oratc , 

titles in colors and elegantly cloth boul~d books to silnple one color 
sheet music numbers a i d  hand and orchestra n-lusic. 

They ser1.e the largest music pul.)lishing housr~s in the country as 
\\-ell as individuals, maintaining an efficient corps of musicii~ns and 
composers to assist beginnel-s in prel>aring their compositions. - 

Their lithogral>hing clepartn~ent s~>ecializes in hotel stntionerj. 
having a capacity of two million notcllcatls a (la).. 

Their dfollo: Price--Qt~alily-Ser'zlice 



"BOOST NOKTHKHN KENTUCKY" 
-- -..---- -.-I - - -  -- 

Fisher Bros. 
FIRE-PROOF STORAGE 

NEWPORT. KY. 

T HIS COMl'ANJ' was 
c.stal)lishctl in 1906. 
T l ~ c  ]:ire I'rooi Stor- 

age Housr is modern and 
erluippcd with in t l iv id  u i ~ l  
rooms for the s t o r i n g o f  
Household Furn i sh ings .  
There ;Ire more t ha11 22,000 
square feet of floor space. 

This company is equipped 
with ten l a r ~ e  niotor driven 
trucks which are used for 
moving and transferring. 
They specialize in Local and 
Long Llistance Hauling. The 
active management of the 
business is conducted 1)y 
Charles Fisher and A. B. 
Fisher with offices a t  710 
Fairfield .Avenue, Belle\~ue. 

The Claremont 
JAhl ES KINSELLA, Proprietor 

M R. KISSEI-LA became the owner of The Clarenlont August 6, 1920. He was 
active manager fcr seventeen years. The Claremont is lvidely known as a 
rendevous for families and partieswho are entertained and servedwith the 

finest food stuffs and all high class eatables in season. Mr. I<insella's experience as 
a Caterer is ui~qucstioned and he has surrounded himself with experienced help. The 
Clare~nont lies among the Hills back of Kewport and can bc reached in twenty minutes 
from the DisieTerminalStation,C'incinnati, by taking n Southgate car, or ten minutes 
by auton~ohile. 
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The Fletcher Manufacturing Co. 
NEWPORT, KY. 

2 m 

T 
I ! 

HE FLETCHER .\I.\NCFAACTCRING COJIPANY was incor- 
porated in April, 1905. This plant has a capacity for turning out 
three thousand motors for Washing bIachines per month. Their 

product is A-1 and is distributed all through the United States. They 
are the largest IVashing Machine hlanufacturers in Kentucky. I '  

The officials of the company are: John B. Fletcher, Presiclcnt, and C. ! 
I Fletcher, Treasurer. I 

. . . .  -- - 
I A American National 

Bank 
Fourth and York 

Newport, Ky. 

OFPI(:ERS 

J.  1'. \V&(:RLIAN, I'rewldent 
JOIIN '1'OI)I). Vice-1'rc.nldcnt 

A. LI.LARKIN, ( h s h i e r  
E. E. KIRKER, Ans't C:nshicr 

I)IRE(TORS 
WM. DONAL1)SON MA'I'I: IIEROLD 
WM. c:. uurrs J. P. WECKMAN 
W. A. PATERSON JOIIN TOI)I> 
A. M. LARKIN PRANK X. LLYG 
JOSEPH KNECHT CIIAS. WIEUEMAN 

ANDREW DONALDSON 



Mansion Hill Area  Sur rounded  bv Water  i n  1884, 1913, 
., -.- - . -- ___  . 

and 1937. 

The Hannaford 
6th and Linden Streets 

This exquisite Beaux-Arts style building was 
designed in 1902 as a Catholic glrl's school by the 
famous Cincinnati architect, Samuel Hannaford , 
whose area contributions include Music Hall and 
Cincinnati City Hall. The building has been 
restored into 62 unique apartments incorporating 
quality craftsmanship and original architectural 
design. The preservation of The Hannaford 
demonstrates true sensitivity of the integrity of a 
significant historic structure. 

I 

, I 

Saundirs Mansion 
337 Washfngton Avenue 

This symmetrical red brick ltalianate 
palazzao mansion was built circa 1870 as 
a gift for Martha Saunders, granddaughter 

of General lames Taylor who built 'Bellevue'. 
The mansion was historically restored in 
1986 and converted Into nine beautiful 

apartments reflecting the building's 
former grandeur. 

. , . . . . L. ' 

~enerallames ~ay10; ~anslo~"Be~evue~ , : 
335 East Third Street 

~agnificeritl~ located fadng the Ohlo Rtver,  e el lev be' 
the Taylor.family mansion with its Grecian Revival , , 

architecture, was built circa. 1842. The.present. ' ' ' 

house Isthe third home'bu,llt on the site. 
It is known that the orlglnal.home was 
designed by Benjamin Latrobe, the architect . ' , 

who assisted in the design and construction 
of our federal Capitol building. 
Bellevue o~lglnally contained forty rooms, 
but one wing was removed and . a 

there are now twenty-slx rooms. . , 

The present facade was added circa 1889 
reorienting the house toward the .southea 
away from the river. The struchre . 
was placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places . onlanuary 1,7,.!976: 

. .  < ,  . . .  . . .  . . , 



EXHIBIT . 18  

Flo 

Westside of Newport was f i r s t  area t o  be flooded by the Licking 
River. Building i s  Electric Power Plant for Trolley Cars. 
(Trol ley cars l o s t  i n  Flood of 1937 i n  flooded barn. ) 

Westside coal  company, cement and gravel,  steel m i l l ,  and hay 
and grain storage. (Pictures from Hoffman Family Col lwt ion)  



EXHIBIT .19 

Westside Andrews Steel Co. by Licking River. Gas coke plant.  
(Hoffman Family Col lect ion)  

Looking East from L & N Bridge on Second Street, Newport. 
TBauer Family Col lect ion)  
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;Judge Odis, W. 

per te lsmanl  s 

. . - Water c l o s i n g  L & N Br idge  t o .  . C i n i c n n a t i ,  Ohio 
,,. . 

Water. s o u t h  on S a r a t o g a  S t r e e t  ' .. 

.. - - . . -. - . 

Water s t o p s  a t  3 rd .  & Washington- 

P i c t u r e  l o o k i n g  w e s t  from Mansion 

S r t r e e t  

H i l l  



I ween 3rd.  & 4th .  S t r e e t s .  
C i t y  B u i l d i n g  to  l e f t .  ) 
7. 

-d. 

- 

I - 
York S t r e e t  t o  3 r d .  S t r e e t  and e n t r y  t o  

,-.-*. . 

I 
C e n t r a l  B r i d g e  t o  C i n c i n n a t i ,  Oh20 



#26. 

1937 Flood 

Oldtirner always ready- 

boat, f i sh ing  rod, and 
'5 1 

dog. 

Westside and Waiting 

f o r  r i v e r  c r e s t  . 

i 
I .  

I sabe l la  Street  i n  the 

Westside. Coal and the 

auto are not much use .  

Back t o  the f la tboat s .  



The 1 9 3 7  Flood Caused G r e a t  D e s t r u c t i o n  i n  Newport ,  Kentucky 

NEW PORT DIVISION. 
FT. TBOlAS & WASBINBTON AVE. 

Daily Except Sunday. 

Leaving Tenth and Washington dve. 
' 6 1 6 6 6 2  

6 13 623 6 3 3  8 4 3  
: 733. 743 757 808 8 13 
' 847 913 - 9 22 9 43 1 10 32 10 4 11 07 11 13 

la 13 12 16 12 43 I 126 I43 2 01 a 13 
; 311 $13  :3 43 

421 413 4 .is 5 03 5:13 i 606 613 3 40 G 43 
7 1 5  7 4 3  7 51 8l13 
9 01 9 18 9 .3G 9 43 

10 43 10 45 11 14 

' 8  4 8 0 8 4 
5 43 

DEALERS IN REST GRADES 

Pittsburgh, Coalburg, Semi- 
Cannel Lump and Nut Coal. 
Also Anthracite and Coke. - 

PBINCIPAL OFFIOB. 

No. 3S24 York Street. 

Elevator and Yardm. 
11th Street and Licking River. 
- 

. ." 
521 631 5M 543 558 

7 13 
8 26 8 43 
10 11 10 13 
11 P 

Night signal. illuminated sign "Ft. Thomm." 
Sunday time, one trip later in  me morning. 
Running time. Fort Thomu to Wsshinmn Ave- 

i nue, 30 minutes. 
Nos. 1,2,3,4, run to Ft. Thonus from Cincinnati. 
NOES and 6 mn between Cincinnati and 10th and 

j Wmbington Ave. only. ' No. 4 on its 5 40 p. m. trip runs to 10th rmi 1V.Sh- i ington Ave. only. 
1 Tramfern nrs i s ~ n e d t o  and recoived fmm Dayton ' or Bellevue, 811d Newport and Covington Belt 
( Line, and Patterson St. ' P e n g e m  csn secure a tmnafer on a tmnsfer 

WM. C. BATTS, - - - Mgr. from Newport and Covinaion Belt Line to 
Madi-on Ave. o r  Greellup S t ,  Holman St., 
Xsin St.. and Ludlow. Telephone 4269. P e n g e r s  can secure a transfer on s transfer 

TUY OWE from Madlsou Ave. or Greennp St.. .SOUTH- 
COALBWBB COAL. BOUND, to Austinburg, Nilldale and Rose- 

dae. 

i f -  
Housing  S u f f e r e d  Most 

i n  t h e  W e s t s i d e  o f  C i t y  

N 

L o s t  W a s  t h e  T r o l l e y  L i n e  System 4 . 
When C a r s  Were Flooded i n  Barns 



While some i n  Newport gave thought t o  f l o o d  contro l  and 

prevention,  o t h e r s  sought t o  s e e  the  The New York World's 

Fair. For now i t  was 1939, t h e  Depression was ending, and 

i n  spring the World was ours t o  see and enjoy. 



2 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

C A M P B E L ~  COUNTY 

FLOOD CONTROL CObIMITTEE MEET180 

Chairman ail Krauss of the Chamber of Commem'e Blood Oontrol 
Committee has asked that the committee meet on Friday afternoon 
of t h i s  week at 4800 P.M. i n  the Chamber of commerce offiues t o  
go over plane and suggested program t o  be followed on the program 
we have t o  put over i n  connection rrith t he proposed bond i s m e  on 
the November elect i on. 

We are  asking Ted Vail, president of the Junior Chamber t o  see 
that  h i s  Junior Chamber Committee is notified and on hand; we 
are  asking that =on Plummer of the Portland Cement Assooiation 
t o  be present too, 

W i l l  you please mark the date and the time for  thir meeting and 
be present? 

Sincerely yours 

,4b3-/!ktz~- 
H. B, Sldnner, 
Executive Secretary. 



Page 1 
Cfiamber of Commerce News Release 

Summer of 1940 to Fall Election #30. 

, . . .  .., I . ' 
, . :. . , .. 

1n  t h b  p a s t . 2 8  yea r s ,  ~ e i p k r t  h a i  been v i s i t e d  by 23 
, . ,. - .. . . . Q !. .. . 

flood. t h a t  ha re  caused ' v a r r i hg  d r g r k s  of proper ty  damage and'  
. . . . , .  ! .  

. ! ,  

human' s u f f e r i n g ,  Ems1 - ~ r ~ s s ;  head Bf ths - / .- 
~ l o a d  Pro- 

. 1 . 0 : .  . . , : , .  ' ,, , '  ' I ,, '. . , . . . , .  , - I  

t s c t i o n  Committee, r evea l ed  tod'ay i h  announcing t h e  ~ o & n i t t e e i a  
',,. . 

i a t e n t i o n  o f  suppl~ring Newport o i t i ~ s n r  r i t h  p e r t i n e n t  f a c t  8 re- 
. I ,. . , ,  . 

: i  a. .. . - . I  , ? , ,;,' " "  . . . , 
. , 

garding t h e  v i t a l  need' f o r  f l ood  p ro t ec t i on .  " :. .; ' .$ ... , . I . .  . .  ' ...... / s , , , ,,, , , . .  ,. ,;;.' ' 1 , I i , ; - ' , . . ,  .. ..* I ,  .; . ' , .  . , ,  

The Committee, he s a i d ,   it^ 6br ahaping plank t o  c a r r y  
. # . . $ ? ' ; .  ' 

. . 
. , . s  . . '  . ? . . I .  

, .  . , . 
r ,  ? ' 1  . . .  ; ; . .. . . , ;.. . .  . 

1 . '  I .  ' ,  

t h ~ a e  fabts t o  t h e  c i t i s e n s  by every  p o ~ s i b l e  means, i nc lud ing  
, . .. . , . ' I 

$ 5  ' .  ' .  ' 

n e n ~ p a p e r s ,  r a d i o  and' pe r sona l '  v i s i t .  ~ bonds. ' I n  g o i n g  thi., 

t h e  cbn&, t tee  w i l l  hav* t h e  suppor t  of t h e  Chamber ofb'bom;erce, 
. . .  

t h e  J u n i o r  Chamber, c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  and o l r i o  c l u b s  and organl-  

7 ,  1 .. . . , L  , : ': ': !. ; : . _  : . .  
P a i n r t a k i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  supply t h e  f a c t .  i s  b i i n g  

, . . .,.h . ' : . ' ; . I  . C. r : , , ,  " ,  
. .. 

undertaken,  Mr. - Krauss delc_ared, in '  t h e  b e l i e f :  t h a t  t h b ' v o t e r s  - 
I .. 

a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a u t h e n t i c  in format ion  before  vo t ing  on a $350,000 

f l o o d  p r o t e c t i o n  bond i ~ s u e  a t  t h e  November e l a c t i o h .  He prm- 
: ! '. . " .. , 

# ,  
. . : ,,' j . :  : ' .. , , ' . , * '  , . .: , 

4 .  

d i c t s d  t h e  f a o t s  be ing  assenbled  rill show i n d i 8 p u t a b & ' t h a t  
' I. . ., .. ! I '  , .. . , I  , , . ' : . . . < I . . :  ' - - 1 .  " \ . ,  

. # 

. . 
f l o o d  ravages  through t h e  year;'"have impeded c i v i c  and j,&ua- 
.,.. .; . . ' I . '  . ,, 

' :  / . 1 , : ; . F a  , *  ; ;,; ; .  ; ; . -I . 
t r i a l  growth, - ,;,(&.< p,?i&?,C.,d' i 

. . . J . .  i . .  - > . . / : , : ~ , ~  ... 8 1. <; . j . v . i :  .; :, , ' .,t:i. ! ' , ; ' i .. !. . . ,, - 5 ' .  

A etudy of t h e  23 f l o o d s  e ince  1913 ehowe t h a t  t h e  
h . .: , ', . '  , 89 , 8  t ' :, . . b;, !' s y : t r b , ,  , , , I . . ,  . I 

c i t j  has  t o  cops r i t h  f l o o d  c o n d i t i o n s  on an average o f ' once  "' 

, '  
.I . ; :.., ., . '.*.t :b;..'..l*,' . . : .  , - :  , . bra& 141 f a a W t 5 :  l a s t  g r e a t  f l ood ,  worst i n '  ~ e r ~ o r t v a  his- 
* .  , , . : , i , r .  1 I 

, I .  . .  . - : ~ i . c t : i  ! : . I , .  b y :  ; ; , a ' :  , , - , ,  , ,, . . 

t o r y  -- was i n  January ,  1937, when t h e  water  reached a rbcord '  
, . ' ,  I .  . ,, , : :' : , . j ' : , \ ; $ !  t. 5 1 , ' 

he igh t  o i  79.99 f e e t .  Flood stage i 8  reached a t  52 f e e t ,  ac- 

cording t o  'government eng ineers ,  
.. ,..rjd 

(more) 



Before that, the April, 1913, flood waa the most severe. 

Then the rater reached 69.9 feet, the study shows. ' . ' '  

The most startling thing about the present survey Mr. 

Krauas explained,.,is it8 glaring revelation of the large number 

of houee.and .. . vaet anount of oity property alfeoted during flood 

t inee .  . , . ,  , 
8 ., '. I L . . .. , I I  , . , I 

. , , .  For.irrstance, with.the water at 55 feet -- duet three 
feet over : ~ l o q d , ; , a t g  220 home8 are-,iaundatad. Seventeen square 

city, b1ocks:sre inundated.. Vhat.happenr'rhen 'the'rater-gobe up to 

near1,y ,,,70, ,feet as, it did . i n .  l9131 A t  that time, 1,442 homes were 

,affected ., . . . by: ~. . the :f,lood watere, while .75 city b'looks felt the surge 

of the river.. ,,. :.. :. , ., , , ' .  . .:. .. . . - . .  . ., , ' .  .I: 
. , ' . ) .  . 

, I . . 
. The survey ahowe also that buringethe 1937 flood, with 

the rater at nearly 80 feet, 95 oity block8 were affected. 

d , a t a m e r  v 

. 

I' . . " .  . . -  , . , wThe8.e are cold. etatist1cs.which' have already been' 

dressed in tbe,harsh realitieis.of privation and rant and eaonomic 
* I ,  

I loas for, many of ,.us rho have rxpbrienced, the  floods, ' %re Kraues 
\ 

. . 

I commented. ."ack of the figure0 lies a tremendous amount of effort, . . ,  

time and ., money.foo . . flood relief,,.and,.rehabilitation -- largely all 
waated T- , whsch would havelbeen *#pared had r e  doae romething to 

aontrol . - ,  , thy fLq,odee ,, We tewport~oitisena have a chanae thgs year 
, .. ., .. _ 

3.0 . insure, , . ,. ths.cityl,,a , future aafa ty  and indurtrial end civic growth. 

W e  . . .  .,rhou'ld , .  not C I .  iai-1 ,$n tb%e .responaibility.~ . . 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK 
FOURTH & YORK STREETS 

NEWPORT, KY. 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Member Federal Reserve System 

I n  November the  Flood Wall Bond Issue  was passed by the  Newport Voters. 

But, December 7 ,  1941 would delay the  construct ion u n t i l  1946 and t h e  

completion u n t i l  1951. The people of ~ e w ~ o r t  a s  they had shared t h e  

the  Great Depression, shared the  war w i t h  the  r e s t  of t h e  nat ion.  

Newport supplied f i g h t i n g  men and women, s t e e l ,  and savings f o r  VICTORY 1 



1946 Saw the  S t a r t  of Flood Wall Construction 

1951 Saw the  Completion of Flood Wall and Dedication 

P a r t  of Earth Wall Against Ohio and 

Licking Rivers. 

Pa r t  of Earth,  S t e e l ,  and Concrete 

Construction used under Bridge and 

roadways. Here L & N Railroad area .  



September l2, 1951 -e0 
Doar Member; 

The dedication of Newportfa Flood Fall w i l l  be hold Saturflay September 29th. 
This is a Red Let ter  Day f o r  Mewport and a l so  for  your Cbmber of Commerce, 

It was through the e f fo r t s  of tho Chamber tha t  the bond igsue f o r  t h i s  great 
project ma f i n a l l y  passed, The flood protection bond issue was f i r s t  placod 
on tho ba l lo t  in 1938 and ma overwhelmingly dofserted. The of f icers  of the 
Chamber decided a t  tho noxt olection t o  conduct a f lash  caarpaign fo r  about 
ten  days duration. The bond issue was again defeated, the Chamber thon decided 
on a oarnpaign of education fo r  the voters. So f o r  moro thqn a year a committee 
from the Chamber a t  which Emil Krauas ms Chairmn made plans and preparations. 
f o  sol ic i ted the aid of newspapers, radio stations, schoolp, churches, Jr. 
Chamber of Commerce and othor organiaationa. The speakers committoe composed 
of Vincent Ti, Herold, who was Pres. of tho Chamber a t  t h a t  time, Bnil Krauss 
& Carl Ebert conducted more than f i f t y  meetings throughout the c i t y  in favor 
of the bond issue, The $350,000 bond iesuo was passe& a t  tbe  Novembor elootion 
i n  1940, A recount of t he  votes showed tho bond issue carr$.ed by tho required 
two th i rds  majority the vote being 8,635 fo r  and 4,247 agaifrst, We f e e l  t h a t  
if it had not been f o r  the vigorow e f fo r t s  of y m  Chamber the bond issue 
would have been defeated, 

The program fo r  $he dedication w i l l  open with a luncheon a t  P.M. a t  Glenn 
Schmidt's, 18 E,.5th St., Nowport, Ky, A t  the conclusion of the luncheon a 
motorcade w i l l  be held from Schmidt's t o  the Newport High Sob001 Stadium, 
whore a m a i c a l  and speaking program w i l l  be hold a t  3 P,M, Vice Pree. Alben 
Barkley, Rep. Brent Spenae and Mej, General Lewis A Pick, of tho U.S. 
Army Engineers w i l l  be the principal spoakors, 

Tickets f o r  tho lunchoon a r e  available a t  the Chamber officre. Priee of tho 
lunchoon $2.00. Ploase maka your reservations by using the epclosed post card. 
Ressnwtiona must be in by Wednosday Soptombor 26th. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. P f i m n ,  
President 



T H E  MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS 
OF T H E  

CITY OF NEWPORT 
AND 

THE FLOOD WALL DEDICATION COMMITTEE 
CORDIALLY INVITE 

CAMPBELL COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
TO ATTEND THE FORMAL DEDICATION O F  THE NEWPORT FLOOD WALL, A FEDERAL 
PROIECT AUTHORIZED BY AN ACT O F  CONGRESS, PLANNED AND CONSTRUCTED 

UNDER THE SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION O F  THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
ENGINEERS, 1941-1951. 

ON SATURDAY, 29TH SEPTEMBER, 1951 
LUNCHEON AT THE PLAYTORIUM. 18 EAST FIFTH STREET - 1:00 P. M. 

MOTORCADE TO THE STADIUM - 2 4 5  P. M. 
FORMAL DEDICATORY CEREMONIES AT NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL STADIVM, 3:W P.M. 

Newport Flood Wall cc9 

DEDICATION LUNCHEON 
Saturday* September 29, I951 - 1:00 P.M. 

- AT - l a  
GLENN SCHMIDT'S 

18 East Fifth Street, Newport, Ky. 

RESERVATIONS - - $LOO PER PERSON 

.. . . -. . . . . . . .. . . -. . .. . . , - -. . 



'NEWPORT FLOODWALL DEDICATION COMMITTEE 

DR. A. D. OWENS, Chairman 

GENERAL FRED M. WARREN MR. BLAINE MAR2 

MR. WILLARD FRIEND MR. ALFRED VACCA 

MR JOSEPH C. MEIER, JR. MR. EVERFIT SMITH 

REVEREND DANA HEATON MR. J. B. STAUBACH 

MR. EDWARD E. STERITZ MR. BAILlE MORLIDGE 

W. RUBY OWENS MR. C. C. 'TRUESDELL 

MRS. ANNA K. STRI- MISS LENORA BACON 

MR. JOHN STFU- MR. EDWARD RECH 

MRS. MARY G U U M E  MRCHARLESGOEIZ 

MR. DANIEL f. SMlTH MR. A. T. CARNS 

MR. B. J. GROESCHEN MR. MARTIN WALTER 

MR. JOHN V. HUCK MR. JOSEPH KONEN 

MR. WlLLIAM E. SPROrr MR. WILLTAM BOOKER 

MR BEAlTIE DeLONG MR. WILLIAM KEARNEY 

MR. HENRY SEIBERT MR. GEORGE J. NUNNER 

MR. WILLARD MAIX)NEY MRS. FLORENCE HUGE 

MISS MARY WHITEHEXD MR. EUGENE GIANCOLA 

MR. JOE MIX.LER MR. RALPH MUSSMAN 

MRS. HAROLD NeCAMP MR. WILLJAM HAGEDORN 

DEDICATION , 

OF THE 

NEWPORT FLOODWALL 

A 

FEDERAL PROJECT 

AUTHORIZEJ) BY AN ACI' OF CONGRESS 

. AND 

PLANNED AND OONSTRUCTED UNDER 

THE 

SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEERS 

NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL STADIUM 
I'Ewmm, KENTUCKY 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1951 # 
W 
a 

THREE O'CLOCK P. M. . 





Did Newport c u t  i t s e l f  off  from f u t u r e  development? 

There is a r e a l  c o n t r a s t  between the  a rea  of f lood 

p r o t e c t  ion i n  Newport andthe unprotected a rea  i n  Covington , 
Kentucky accross  theLicking River only a mi le  away. Only 

i n  the  recent  few years  has redevelopment s t a r t e d  i n  the  

Ci ty  of Newport. And the  redevelopment s t a r t e d  on t h e  

Ohio River s i d e  of the  Flood Wall! 



West l ide  of Newport look ing  

north from what was t h e  

~ e i d e m a n n  Brewing Works. 
x 

Closed p u b l i c  housing 

p r o t e c t e d  by Flood Wall.  



Shelby Street along 

Licking River not 

f lood protected. Units 

s e l l  f o r  $ 2 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  

Have these people for-  

gotten the message of 

of the f lood plain? 
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