


is is the true story of Mary Ingles, a pioneer woman who was cap-
tured by Shawnee Indians in 1755 and escaped by following the
Ohio River and New River for 1.000 miles back to her home in

Virgini

Route 8 along the river in Fort Thomas also goes by the name Mary Ingles
Highway. Mary Ingles walked along what is now Route 8 in Boone, Kenton
and Campbell counties while making her escape.

Her story begins in a tiny settlement in Virginia where Mary Ingles lived
with her husband and two sons. Her capiors took her to their village in
what is now Ohio and then down the Ohio River to the present location of
Big Bone Lick State Park in Boone County.

Part 1 of this series will cover her capture and journey with the Shawnee
Indians to their Ohio village and then on to Big Bone Lick in Northern
Kentucky: Parts I and 11T of the series will describe her incredible escape
and 1,000 mile journey home to Virginia.

Setting the Stage

Mary Ingles was born in Philadelphia to Irish immigrants named George
Draper and Eleoner Hardin who came to this country in 1724. Mary was
born in 1732, Her brother John was two years older. The family moved to
Virginia and settled on the James River around 1742. George Draper and
others cleared the land and planted crops.

In 1746, George Draper and five other men pushed further into the
wilderness to hunt and explore. They were never heard from again and
probably died during a Shawnee Indian attack.

Meanwhile, Thomas Ingles and his three sons had started a ferry at the
New River along the Wilderness Road that would eventually lead settlers
westward into what is now West Virginia and Kentucky.

In 1748, Thomas Ingles led a group of settlers, including his three sons
and the widow of George Draper and her two children, to a new settle-
ment that they named Draper’s Meadow. It was located close to the pres-
ent location of Staunton, Virginia.

At the age of 18, Mary Draper married William Ingles, a son of Thomas
Ingles. They were the first white couple married west of the Allegheny
Mountains. Her brother, John, had married a few years earlier.

Mary Ingles grew up close to her brother. They played together and rode
together. Mary Ingles was strong and athletic.

Thomas and Mary Ingles owned a mill in the years following their mar-
riage. They had two sons, Thomas and George. Thomas was four years-
old and George was two years-old when their world would be turned
upside down by a Shawnee Indian attack. Mary Ingles was pregnant with a
third child at the time.

The Attack: July 8, 1755

William Ingles and Mary’s brother, John Draper, were in the fields work-
ing when Shawnee Indians attacked the settlement. They captured Mary
Ingles and her sons, Thomas and George. The also captured Betty Draper,
her sister-in-law, and some other settlers at Draper's Meadow.

Twenty or thirty Shawnee Indians were involved in the attack. Betty Draper
was shot during the attack and her arm was broken. She held onto her
baby until an Indian hit her in the back with a tomahawk. The baby was
killed and scalped as Betty Draper lay on the ground unable to move.

The elder Col. James Pation attempted (o protect a number of women and
children in is cabin and shot and killed the first Shawnee to swing open
his door. He killed another with his sword before a Shawnee shot and
killed him. Another Shawnee shot and kill Mary Ingles mother and
scalped her.

The chief of the Shawnee Indian attackers ordered his men not to harm
Mary Ingles or her two children. They were to be his captives along with
Betty Draper.

Many of the cabins in Draper’s Meadow were torched after the Shawnee
had pillaged them. The men working in the fields noticed the smoke ris-
ing from the burning cabins and began running to the settlement. They
saw the Shawnee and their prisoners but were unable to do anything
because they had no weapons. They hid in the field untl the Indians had
left.

The Shawnee Perspective

The Shawnee Indians were alarmed at the encroachment of white settlers -
into land that had been exclusively theirs for as long as they could
remember. The Shawnee had been pushed into what is now Ohio after
being nomadic for centuries. They were constantly at odds on how to deal
with the white settlers and often their anger spilled over into violence.

Chikska, eldest brother of Tecumseh, said it this way in 1779:

“When a white man kills an Indian in a fair fight it is called honorable,
but when an Indian kills a white man in a fair fight it is called murder.
When a white army battles Indians and wins it is called a great victory, but
if they lose it is called a massacre and bigger armies are raised. If the
Indian flees before the advance of such armies, when he tries to return he ©
finds that white men are living where he lived. I he tries to fight off such
armies; he is killed and the land is taken anyway. The white man seeks to
conquer nature, (o bend it to his will and 1o use it wastefully until it is al!
gone and then he simply moves on, leaving the waste behind him and
looking for new places to take, The whole white race is a monster who is
always hungry and what he eats is land.”
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cooking and she made a splint for Betty's broken arm.

Giving Birth to a Daughter

The chief, who could speak some English, allowed Mary Ingles and her
two small sons to ride on a horse from that point on. Betty had to walk.
For now, at least, Mary Ingles figured their lives were not at risk. The
Shawnee reached an abandoned eabin near a river and looted it before
crossing the river by canoe, They made several trips across the river
before taking the captives across. By this time Mary Ingles was in pain
because she was about to give birth.

Mary Ingles gave birth to a healthy baby girl with black hair on the third
night of their journey. Betty assisted her. Despite her pain she knew she
had to get back on her horse in the morning because the Shawnee would
not tolerate any delays in their travel. Her strength and determination
allowed her to do just that with her three children in tow: She gained the
admiration of the Shawnee Indians because of her strength and courage.

Planning Her Escape

Mary Ingles never let a day go by without thinking of escape. Her hus-
band. William, and Betty's husband, John, had been part of 2 search
party looking for their wives since the day they were captured.
Unfortunately, the search was abandoned a few days after it started
because the search party lost the tracks of the Shawnee. Mary Ingles
decided 1o tie knots in 2 string that went around her dress at the waist for
each day she was gone. This would help her to remember how many days
she would have o walk to return to Draper’s Meadow. She also looked
back from her horse as often as she could to memorize landmarks on the
route in the direction of home.

The Salt Spring

Near what is now Charleston, West Virginia, the party stopped at a salt
spring and began manufacturing salt to take with them for the remainder
of their journey. Mary Ingles condition improved greatly in the days that
followed but Betty Draper’s arm remained deeply inflamed.

They remained at the salt spring for two weeks before beginning their
journey again. Mary insisted to the chief that Betty and George ride the
horse at that point and the chief consented. Mary walked while carrying
the baby, Her oldest son, Thomas, also walked.
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On to the Ohio River

They followed the Kanawha River until reaching the Ohio River at present-
day Point Pleasant, West Virginia. They crossed the Ohio River at this poini
and then headed downstream to Shawnee Indian settlements at the mouth
of the Scioto River in what is now the state of Ohio.

The returning Shawnee let out “war whoops" that frightened Mary Ingles
and the other captives. The residents of Lower Shawnee Town — older
warriors, children, women and their dogs — came to meet the returning
warriors and their captives. Guns were fired and many of the Indians
brandished knives. Mary Ingles thought her death was imminent.

Running the Gauntlet
Mary Ingles and her children were safe but Betty Draper was about o be
put through a test of survival called “running the gauntlet." The Shawnee
formed two long rows that included warriors, children and old men and
women, The passageway was a few hundred feet long. Each Indian held a
stick, club or other weapon. Betty Draper had to run through the gauntlet
from one end to the other. If she didn't make it, she had to come back
and start over again.
Betty Draper decided to run as fast as she could. About a third of the way
through she was struck on the nose and fell on her back. Her nose wis
bleeding and 2 dog had grabbed onto her ankle. She got back up and
continued running as she was hit from all sides by the Shawnee, A blow 10
her injured arm stopped her in her tracks and then she was felled by a
blow to the head. She landed face down. The Shawnee near her in the
gauntlet continued to beat her as she was down. Betty Draper grabbed the
lance of 2 woman and pulled the woman to the ground. She
jumped back up and despite a constant beating made it to the end of the
gauntlet before collapsing.

Mary Ingles helped nurse her sister-in-law back to health.

Losing Her Children

On the third day at the Lower Shawnee Town, The Shawnee leaders made
a decision to split up the captives. Mary Ingles two sons were sent (o
another Shawnee village. (Some experts believe Mary Ingles infant daugh-
ter was also taken from her at this time. Others believe she gave up the
baby when she made her escape from Big Bone Lick in Boone County.)

September brought an increase in trade at Lower Shawnee Town and
French traders from Detroit came to trade with the Shawnee. The traders
brought bright cloth and Mary Ingles obtained enough of it to make the
chief  long shirt which reached all the way to his heels. The French
wraders offered Mary a deal to make shirts and the French traded the
shirts with the Shawnee for furs and silver.

Heading for Northern Kentucky

Three weeks later Mary Ingles was told that she would be leaving Lower
Shawnee Town and traveling to another location to help make salt. She
assumed she would be heading back to the salt springs she saw after
being abducted from Draper’s Meadow. Instead she was taken by canoe
down the Ohio River and further away from home. Mary Ingles accompa-
nied the French traders and 20 to 25 warriors on the three day canoe
trip. They paddled past what is now the Little Miami River and the Licking
River and turned into what is now Big Bone Creek in Boone County. Three
miles from the mouth of the Ohio River they got out of their canoes at 2
place that Mary Ingles couldn't believe. It was swampy and smelled bad
and had prehistoric bones that rose right out of the earth to a height of 12
feet. They made camp at a spot where the Shawnee could use the bones
as chairs as they ate around the campfire.















