


























The backhoe was used to dig deep test holes below the regular
bone levels in order to see how deeply the bones occurred at
Site No. 1. The backhoe also was used for digging test holes
at various places in Big Bone Creek valley to determine the
extent of bone accumulations and stratigraphic layers.

University of Nebraska Research Council, and the
Benjamin and Rachael Maiben Paleontological Fund
of the University of Nebraska Foundation. During
the following four years the work was financed pri-
marily by the National Science Foundation. Small
grants for special associated investigations also were
made by the University of Nebraska Foundation (Mai-

A bulldozer was used to remove the overburden at Site No. 2
(KEN-2), south of Gum Spring and Site No. | (KEN-1). One
or more of the members of the paleontological expedition con-
stantly followed the bulldozer to see if any historical, archaeo-
logical, or paleontological objects were encountered.

shovels and

the test hole were later smoothed down with
trowels in ovder to study the different colors and textures of
the fine grained sediments.

ben Fund) and the University of Nebraska Research
Council. The United Sl:lttg Geological Survey furn-
ished funds to Frank C. Whitmore and Louis L. Ray
for their research work. The Kentucky State Depart-
ment of Parks furnished bulldozers, backhoes, and
test-hole drilling equipment and some manpower

A mastodon tooth (Mammut americanus) was found during
the bulldozing operations near the surface in the historic layer.
Apparently someone had found the mastodon tooth along Big
Bone Creek early in the 19th Century and had left it on the
high 22-foot terrace” south of the creek, perhaps at the old fort
which stood there. See the 1831 map for locations of the Fort
and Site No. 2.







A mastodon lower jaw found in an upside down position at locality KEN-3 prior to the 1962 excavations. Collections made
during this time were limited to fossils which were exposed eroding out of the banks along Big Bone Crech.
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