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BIG BOUE LICK Gs~ ~'J~. (~t-) 
In Boone County, about fivo miles f'rom highway ./142, ia "Big Bone L1ok" 

one of the moat noted salt springs in Kentuoky. Here salt ts treely deposited 

on the surrounding ground. In earlier days, deer, buffalo and other wild bee.ate 

f r equented these lioks, to liok the salt deposits , thus giving rise to the 

torm "liok". Today the liok 1• still fr equented by oattle and other nnimala 

in quest of the saline deposit . Ofton they liok the snlty mud, thereby removing 

enough to make tho surrounding surfaoe full ot holes . The barren and muoh 

trodden quagmire from which the water bubbl es forth is situated in a fertile 

valley of about one hundred aores, throu&h whioh f lows Big Sandy Creek. 

B1g Bone Liok was discovered ln 1739 by Captain Charles Lemoyne de 

Languell, a Frenoh-Canad1an eoldier and. explorer who desoended the Ohio River 

f rom the eastern Great Z...kes r egion. · Capt. de Languell probably"waa oonduoted 

by Indian guides to this liok for it wa.e ffidely knovm amon~ the Indian tribes 

of the Ohio Valley. The Indiana obtained salt from theee springs and by lying 

in wait boaido the buffalo traoos leading to the bog. had unbounded suooeas 

in· atalking and slaying the wild animals whioh gathered there 1n largo numbers . 

Varied desorlptio.ns of ~1g Bone Ltok" have been left by geolo~ista and 

other ao1ent1t1o explorers . These scientists agreo that no other place in 

North America has produced bones from mammoth re~aine in suoh l arge quantities. 

and in suoh a wide variety. Moat ot the bones were removed f rom the surfooe 

before 1810. Tho first oolleotlon of theee skeletons and toaa1la wa.e made ln 

l80S by a Dr . Goforth. Thjs collection was sold 1n England, a part. going to 

the Royal College ot Surgeons in London. The next oolleot1on TJas made in 1805 

by order of Thomas Jeftoraon while he was prosidenf of the Amerioan Philosoph1oo.l 

Sooloty. A pert of thla oollootion we.a sent to Fra.noe. It baa been estimated 

that bones ot a hundred mastodons and a score of arot 1o elephants, in addlt!on 

to those of other anlmala, have boon obtained here. 
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The journals ot «:*rly explorers vivi dly desoribe the transition ot 

the liok after diaoovery. Colonel George Crochan,c following a visit in 

1766, referred to the vaat quantities of bones scattered about . Also, he 

mentioned t he wide, plainly mo.rked butte.lo trails leading to the a prlnga . 

Freaent my highway• in the vio1n1ty f ollow generally routee or1,:1nat1ng 

from theee trail• . Other explorer,, including Charle• le Yell, English 

,:eologlat, tell ot the eplandld r,aaturate nearby, the extent of the muddy 
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part of the bog, and r elate thoir impressions ot the sulphur smell, so rendlly 

discernible. Uention 11 IDl!lde, too, of the Inoian paintings on some of t he 

tree, surrounding the swamp. 

At the rresent time two r rlncipal aprlnga bubble through the surface 

of the marsh. One la at the northern edge of the creek, the other emerges 
in pa.rt 

south of the etreem at the base of a hill nearby whiob/bounda the Talley. 

In tho early days the forest •• free of undergrowth. The surface of the 

ground within the area covered by the lick h several f eet lower than the 

level of the valley. A third erring le located eome distance north of' the 

creek. r.-ater t'rom it flows from a well sunk 1n pioneer times when salt wae 

being manuf'aotured at the Hok. The Indiana are known to have mnde salt 

there aa early aa 1766 and tho prooeaa wa.1 carried on by white men as late 

aa 1812. About ti ve hundred gallons of the 'ffllter will, when evaporated, 

produce a bushel ot salt . 

Beoauae of' the -valuable medicinal qual1t1ea of the \!J&.ter and the 

h1s t or1oal ait;;n1f1canoe of the oelbrated bog, whioh 119 sometimes oalled 

"Tho Graveyard of the Mammoths, " vi sitors are numerous . 

Big Bone Liok 11 owned by Boone County, and there 1a an organized 

local ettort to oreate a State 'F'ark in the County which 11 to embraoe the 

Liok. 
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