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I was b o r n L e e . 2 0 , 1825. and I was s e v e n t y y e a r s o l d d i s 

l a s t b i r t h d a y . My f i r s t m a s t e r ' s name was H a m i l t o n b u t I 

n e v e r s e e h i m . He d i e d t h r e e days f o r e I was h o r n e d . His 

widow r a i s e d me t j ^^ l ^ l was s i x t e e n y e a r s o l d . I ' m t e l l i n you 

when t h e o l e man d i e d de p r o p e r t y was d i v i d e d a n d de o l e woman 

she k e p h e r t h i r d s . She kep my m o t h e r and a l l o f h e r . t h i r t e e n 

c h i l d r e n but^^twQ;^. One of them s h e gave t o h e r s o n J o h n and 

t h e o t h e r t o I s h a m . J o e l t h e o l d e s s o n , he w e r e m a r r i e d a n d 

h i s f a t h e r gave him f o r e h i s d e a t h t w o , my c o u s i n a n d a n u n c l e . 

J o e l had a farm a p a r t from de o l e home p l a c e a n d he moved down 

t h a r and s t a r t e d i n b u s i n e s s , and when he went h e t o o k me w i t h 

h i m , b u t you s e e I d i d n ' t b e l o n g t o 'em and i^rema4ja.ed.;ther©.^, 

I r e m a i n e d t h a r s i x m o n t h s , f o r e I came home. T h e n M a s t e r 

J o e l l e t me t a k e a h o r s e t o go home and see my m o t h e r and h i s 

m o t h e r and s t a y t i l l Monday m o r n i n . His h o m e s t e a d , de new 

p l a c e , was f o i J i j t e ^ i w n l ^ j . ^ h i l l and down 

h i l l . My u n c l e come w i t h me , b u t h i s wife l i v e d o f f on de l e f 

so ^ came on a l o n e , and when I got t h a r t h a r was my f a t h e r , and 

^ ^ ^ i 2 x 3 ? : . . S S i S g £ . l ^ J ^ « * f e ^ ^ J 8 ^ . t ^ de r e s t of 'em was ^ t i n 



ready to come away here to Canady, and 1 never went bac'k^ 

De ole .hQmeJ.taa4,JK^iA>,Jlilie j i i l e s _ f ro^_(^|jj^,|^^?^^ by l a n d . , 

My f a t h e r was a f r ee man i n C i n c i n n a t i . He bought h i s - s e l f . \ 
•A' 

He had p r e p a r a t i o n s a l l f ixed dit we was to come away dat ' 

Saturday n i g h t . As I come a long I had to pass John 's p lace 

where was an u n c l e . I made some motions to him, but d a r e n ' t . 

say n o t h i n . Af te r awhi le .he ,come along to see h i s w i f e . ^xA^y^^L^j^^ 

His wife l i v e d about a mile beyond de ole homeplace. .Jia-went 

and brought her and t h a r we was a l l the re t oge the r , '̂ 'e come 

away about twelve o ' c l o c k , went down to .^JSl3S.aii-Jia«a«JD.oat. 
" „,ii,.,„iM.i,ill.«niiwin'nni'l«-"'«iw migmiwii-n fi i m T n T - l - - - - - -•*••'-- - „ , , _^ , .»> .> .g< ' " . ' ' ' * ' ^ ' ' ~ '^ 

We took de boat and come on up to Cincinnati and shive de 
— ., I.IIIMIWIIH—"••••"I »«-iMrn»iiMiiiiinniiinii||iwii «liw.«nii,MiiiiiMiiii . , ,1 .1, ii,ii,.«mMi.TiiiTir - .-. 

boat adrift and all walked up. When day struĉ .jĵ js:â jg.a.s ten 

miles dis side ̂ f Gincinnati» We had a wagon in Cincinnati,^ 
I. iMVlMMwnW^jikMl'Vi** 

and kep a going r i g h t fo r Dayton. We got to Dayton a Monday/ 
^••iiiwuw'W'w""** '»'*^*"*^'*''-'^ ''*̂ «»'*wi'i>w)WM>iwwMiiji»»w>nHiwM^ jî giiwwiMiiirtiiiniKiiiTrrnmiunirrriwiiimwir'ii'r •- f^*'! 

n i g h t . We met a co lored man t h a r by the name of g m i t h . Hole 

u p , I 'am afore my s t o r y . De ^us ma n jv:a.jiiat-.JlhaiLJ!ra s .a.. cp l o r e d 

m.an by de name of J i m S m i t h , and s eve ra l o ther colored people 

came up and t a l k e d w i t h u s . T h J ^ J i m Smith w^r not 3 f r i e n d 

t o us^ he was an inimy. He s a i d he would take us to P o r t l a n d , 

t h a t was Sandusky, fo r t h i r t v - n l n e d o l l a r s . We sa id we 'd 

g ive 'im t h i r t y - n i n e d o l l a r s to take us t h a r . One of our horses 

took s i c k t h a r and we had to wai t a couple of hour s . Smit^h 

went wi th us^^as f a r as..,Xenia and we had to s t o p . We was 

g e t t i n ' sho r t of p r o v i s i o n s t h e r e . Thar come along a f r i e n d , | 

ano the r c o l r e d man^and he brought us some provis ion and fore 

we s t a r t e d t h a r come a long ano the r manjan^ said t o us "This 

Jim Smith i s not a; f r i e n d to you." Near as I can get i t h i s 



name was Wm. To<5liver. He s a i d to us "you'jpe_gwine^^o have 

t r o u b l e on de way and i f you make a run you must make a good 

run and a j^ood f i g h t i f you have to f i g h t . " Wegot to Xenia 

about twelve qlxULOjck:.>~that~night. That was Monday n i g h t . We siL"^ 

had to come r i g h t out of Xenia j u s t as soon as we got our 
^___ . n i V ^ _ ^ - .. , ,.i, , __ _ , y | 1 ^ - . ,,,|,,|iiiMiiiii.iiwrri---'ii»ili«Wliw''""'''''*"*i''l''' iriiri •itnl . Jf 

p r o v i s i o n . We s t a r t e d then on de way to Spr ingf ie ld and when/ 

we got w i t h i n bout a mi le of S p r i n g f i e l d Jim Smith made us 

get^j£^i^,a£^.ihlS.Jt5A0A Ĵ -̂d around the town by a road to de 

l e f t and we was t o meet him beyond on de r i g h t . We took the 

wagon. Inste^ad^qjr_his^_^meetin us t he re he^j£e^us_jy^jijl.JL^ 

bush a l l t h a t day (Tuesday) , and four o ' c lock come and we was 

s t i l l t h a r . Here come_the pursuers a f t e r us and they headed 

us off^^some i n f r o n t of us and some behind i n the road. We 

saw him up on de h i l l i n f ron t a look in a t u s . We was r i g h t 

by de Hiver not more 'n an ac re tween us an de Hiver and here 

depuil§~l;?^rs come and grabbed^^and^Jk^t.,t^oJ^^d^jil^ 'em 

surrounded t h a r you s e e . And t h e r e was four of us s t a r t e d 

t o run*—my b r o t h e r and h i s wife and my s i s t e r and myself— 

four of u s . We run about a m i l e . My b r o t h e r ' s wife had a 

l i k e a m i l l - r a c e , and i t was runnin awful swi f t . We got a -

c ros s and t h e y ( t h pursuers ) was about t e n or twelve rods b e ­

h ind us and c a l l e d "Head them runaways." There was four-- two • 

and two women b u r n i n ' l i m e , and one s a i d "God save the c h i l e " 

and come and took the c h i l e from my s i s t e r . The pursuers saw 

he r take i t . Day was c lose t o u s . ^e r a n i n de bush and kep 

on a b o u t a m l j j e p _tha.r,. . We could hear the way they was h o l l e ^ . 



At l a s t we s topped and laldlj^^jde^,,.bush a l l day Wednesday, 

and de n igh t come and we s t a r t e d a g a i n . We t r a v e l e d a l l t h a t 

n igh t and de next day and come t o a f a r m e r ' s . He l i ved i n de 

woods l i k e . We went to de house and asked. Gould we get 

something to e a t ^ " "O y e s . Come in^ My husband be here sooir^. / 

He come a long i n a few minutes and asked us Whar we's goin , / ' 

and whar we come from." He s a i d he b e l i e v e d we runaways. He 

went an brought a„mas w i t h a gun a^^d .̂,a^doî  jm^^ to t a k e 

us before a s q u i r e . They was a s q u i r e l i v e d to de l e f t and 

one to de r i g h t . De man he brought s a i d , we go before de s q u i r e -

mentioned h i s name. The o t h e r man wanted t o t ^ k e us back to 

t h e o ther s q u i r e . The Squi re asked what proof he had we was 

runaways. He had none and de squ i r e t o l e us to ..go,,.on about 

our b u s i n e s s — t h a t we was f r ee p e o p l e . We went r i g h t s t r a i g h t L s X ' ^ 

on to Urbana and got the re a t the edge of town a t four o ' c l o c k 

and l a i d i n de bush . A l i t t l e co lo red boy lookin for h i s 

cows come a l o n g , and my b r o t h e r - i n - l a w give him a ha l f a d o l l a r 
mill iinniiiwiMWWiii I" . 

t o s t a y w i t h us t i l l dark a nd t ake^^s 1 n Jbo hi s f a t h e r ' s Jim 

Woods. The boy t o l e us the pursuers was there in the town 

h u n t i n four runaways. He_sald the^x..£fii^i ne . That was u s . 

^o the boy d id i t and Jim Woods took us u p s t a i r s i n h is house , 

bu t he was a f r a i d and mqved_us to a widow woman's house , a / 

co lored woman-^-^J^jps^^^jJ^iuisjon. We d i d n ' t s t ay the re more than 

a h a l f an hour . Jim Woods got two horses and put us on, and 

we s t ruck for a man (co lo red) , name of Banks., s i x mi l e s -on . ^e 

p a i d Woods two d o l l a r s and a ha l f to take us t h e r e . The 

pursuers came to Jim Woods, and Woods s a i d he had seen us and 

t a l k e d w i t h us bu t t h a t we was out i n de bush and wouldn ' t ' ' 
I l eave before two d a y s . |̂ 



\ . 

Banks kept us t h a r t h a t n igh t ( I guess Fr iday night) t i l l 

abou t t w e l v e ^ ^ ' c l o c k and s t a r t e d u s , and h i s son went w i t h 

us and walked w i t h us t i l l day I n de new road ( j u s t c u t t i n i t 

out ) to Sandusky. We went wa lk in dat road a l l t h a t day and 

a l l t h a t n i g h t , and when we came out of t h a t road we s t r u c k 

a man w i th two-horse wagon l i g h t , and he gave us a r i d e . 

twen-^y-fiye mi les to Sand^ A colored man on de dock t o l d 

us t o l ay out a t edge of town i n de bush , and a boat would \ / 

come iji.^at e l even o ' c l o c k , and he would speak to the Captai 

and give us passage to D e t r o i t . He came an t o l e u s . Da boa 

was de Danie l Webster and de Cap ta in of de boat was Capt. 

Haggard. F r iday we l e f t Sandusky and Saturday morning we was 

h e r e . 

I 'm r a t h e r ahead of my s t o r y . Thar was a whit^e man 

r i ^ i n a horse -back been w i t h us two days o f f ' n on, got aboard 
/ o , 
* t h e Doat a t Sandusky same t ime we got aboard and shwed us ^ 

where_de^X§t;ErxJ|.i^-^^ George Walker, a cook on de ; 

Daniel Webster" , g ive us some.thin t o ea t and t o l e us w h e r e / / ^ ' ' ^ 
»Mraimimm«SKm 

Canada was . We landed i n Windsor, l i v e d in Amherstburg q u i t e 
,̂. II I . - - ' I l l , . I f i i ,wi i ,» iwi iM<'»<»«i .»«m*|"""""******""' '" ' ^....-.....—-. • «..'r-<m. 

awhi le and here (Sandwich) Dats a l l . 

We got to D e t r o i t about s i x o ' c l o c k i n de mornin. At 

e i g h t o ' c l o c k they was t h a r and s e n t a man to Windsor/a 

Boone County man, a c a t c h e r by t he name of M o s e ^ u s s e l . He 

came to me and •^ t a l k e d w i t h him. He wanted me to go ac ross 

t h e River t o whip a man fo r f i v e d o l l a r s and my b r o t h e r de 

same way. A l o t of co lo red men i n Windsor was goin to g ive 

Mose a good whippin and he l e f t on de next b o a t . 

Out of de n ine t hey took back-smother and b r o t h e r and s i s t e r 



came back in five or six years, got away again. / 

I come here in [1837]. I come away along in May. They 

was plantin corn. 


