


Verona Lake Ranch

'Makes Music’ Headlines

Verona Lake Ranch, five miles: west
of Walton, Kv.—but “your park™ 1o
evervane living in the '(Greater Cintin
nati) terntory—has launched its second
season with a varied program designed
to make it America's “Noyil Folk: Mu-
sic Park,” says Thurston' NMoorg. owner
andivetéran promoater of Country Music.

“We had 5,000 people for ovr formal
opeting May 5 despite codl wenther and
wie expect | bigh turstouts all season for
the .ﬁ]u.'fi:!f Sum!:[y music shows—as well
as weekday fshing and | pienic guests,”
added the amiable’ Thurston,

“Durlbiggest deawing card is 'Coun-
try Music by come of (he greatest artists
inthe Lind." 'he says. For 'instance, the
schedule through July 7 thas included:

Jimmie Skinner celebrating his Sth
year on WNOP, Cincinnau, and also
Thursten's birthday, with @ show also
headlining Ray Lunsford; Don Rene
and Red Smiiley; the Stanley Brotheérs:
Lester Flate and /Earl Scruggs with their
Foggy Mountain Boys: Ferlin Tlusky
and his Hushpuppies; Lonzo and Osear;
Porter Wagoner: [Jim Reeves and  his
Wiagonmasters: | Martha Carson: (Flank
Snow and his, Ratnbow (Ranch Hows.
Six of the aets starred during that period
were from the Grand Ole Thpry ar Nash
ville:

Thurston's  beantiful wite, Geaorgie,
emecees the shows and does a hilagious
dance routine—including an  Hawiitin
skirt: dance that throws the erowds ifto
a duck:fit.

Schedules call for three shows, rain
or shine; on Sunday at lipim., 4 pim.
and about 6:300 pam. A large pavilion
has been completed, seating ) 1,000 under
roof in case of min. Show admission is
75 cents, children under 10 free. Tickets
are sold at an ofice with a buggy on
the roof.

Thurston and Georgie send to 10,000
friends the monthly paper, Verana Lake
Ranch (News, written: justlike a letter
to homefolks. It relates the news of the
day,/carries some advertsing, and hiph-
lights events to come of interestito folks
who visit the park—many coming week-
after-woek, They come from distant
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Jimmie Skinner ond Ray Lunsford open the park each year with a special show.

cities, and tounsts enroute to the South.
thie, Ease, the West or North, pause for
a grand tume.

Many bring pienie Junches—hut it’s
not neeessary. The Moores have spacivos
refreshiment o facilivies. [hey also are
mighty proud of 4 new souvenirhouse,
just) completed, where a whale host of
unusual trinkets and souventrs are aviil
able o/ the NVisitors, Alpony riding ring
awaits the kids.

Fishing's mighty good in three lakes.
Thurston' has divided one big lake nto
1w for this seasan, and huilt 3 crassway
o save walking around.

Fle gives away prizes cach, month to
ticket  purchasers, often runs a talent
contest for local amareurs in mostphases
o i]]t(’!'!ili]1lll('lll '-l“(j !1'.|.‘: }:r(‘-"t rurnouts,

i;u:rrgit has some $|1c1"i.'l| |Il‘|p this
season with her lntle sister, | Mimi, join-
ing the act as a lovely singer, iIn the

Ranch Gang are Billy Thomas, star on
the banjo and fiddle; Joe! Elliotr, lead
puirar: Tnez: Hellmang and oftenlimmic
Skinner and Ray Lunstord from Skin
ner's wondrons Musie Center . Cin
cinnati.

Verong lake Ranch is the scene for
many  company picnix‘s, and on Aug.
16-17 3t il have Kentucky's first an-
nual fawrifor the h'.c'ul:uck)’ Pionéers and
Engineers: Club.Reatured will'lbe old
time: steam engines; lh"rt‘ﬂhinp, machines,
antomohiles and other contraptions  of
biverone  davss Church | services will! be
treld Sunday morning for that fair-laden
weekend.

Added 1o all the other atractions at
Verona Lake Ranch' is a machine that
pap $75 wworth' of popcorn lin an
bour. Mix that with the world's great-
est Country Music and yau will haye
4 popping good tnme,
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