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The time is 1873, the "great war' hes cnded ond the young men are back
home again. Therc is a quietness over the neighborhood. Horses clip-clop
in the dusty roads, children play at the c¢dge of the road and in the smooth
worn circles, marbles fly with uncrring aim as boys squat to shcot their
glass sphercs. Girls too, with merry rhymes, skip rope to a cadence decades
olde In the distancc a nound is heard, scumingly many miles away. Cow and
shoep bells tinklc as theiy carricrs cuntentedly graze in the ficlds. Birds
flutter and sing In Lhe wany trecse Gil lamps are trimmed and should the
night be chilly, the ashes arc removed fram the iren stoves and fireplaces.
Coal or wood is brought from the ocutside to more convenient places within
the homes.

Fricndships appeer quite closc as neighbors chat cver side fences and
telk is asbout the desire of having a "different" church. Surcly, there is
the Baptist Church duwn on Church Street that many attend, and socme cof the
Methodist arc mccting in halls or homes. The Presbyterian Church near Rich-
wood is having rogular services.

The talk is not so much of being unheppy ebout the wdsting church
assemblies, but rather a vague non-fullfillment of their own common desire
of meeting with other people that believe as they do.

The history of the Welten Christian Church dates back to 1873. 4bout
that year a small group of Disciples who had located in and arcund Walton
called J. W. Beasley to conduet a revival meeting. The mecting was held
in the Baptist Church, then located on Church Strect. fAnother mceting fol-
lowed in 1876, rcsulting in the organization of the First Christian Church.
Reéve Beasley was called to be its first pastor. For a period of about three
years, services were held in the Masonic and T.CeCeFe Hall, and in the school
house which stood at thet time at the fork of Stephenson Mill Read and Beaver
Grade. Somutime during the latter part of this period, the congregaticn held
a church festival and made $125.00 which was to bc used to buy a lot for a
bullding of thiir cwn., The first site selected lay between High and Church
Streetss Fecling that this site was not the mest desirable location, Mr.
Adam Senours cuntributed an additional 280,00 to purchase & site on High
8treet. Mr. Stcphicn Waite, Mr. Warren Lermond, and Mr. Jemes Sanders led in
a movement to crcet a permanent structure for this groupe.  lr. Waite, along
with other mailers of the church, razed and moved the old Anticch Christian
Church buildin; that stood on Benklick Creck ncar Banklick Station to this
site. The timbers of the old building aleng with some material denated by
the L & N nIizilroad and others were used in centructing the church that was
erected and dedicated in 1879.

Among the charter members weres Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Waite, Mr. and

Mrs, George Hensler, lirs. Fred 8chafer, Mr. H. C. Dahling, the Senours, Mrs.
Hiram Fry =nd daughters ®rma end Mary, Mrs. Lucy Durr, Mrs. J. C. Cross,
Mrs. Fannie Stevens and others. Some of the early lecadcrs in addition to
the charter members weres MNr. Will Kensler, Mrs. Luella Watscn, Mr. Robert
Cleek end family, Mrs. Barbara Gibbs, lMrs. Nen Vest, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Per-

cival, Mr. and Mrs. George Lipp, Rebert Foster and Flem Jones, Mr. James
Saunders and Mr. Warren Lermond. The church from its beginnings enjoyed a
normal growth.



During thc rirst ycars, such men 2s K. B. Neal, R. Ts Matthews, W. W.
Ridgeway, Rev. Stonley, Hev. Perkins, James Lawson, J. W. Hogers along with
Rev. Beasley, hcld successful revivals. H. W. Ellictt, George Poele, Hev.

Vawter, L. L. fohler, Walter M. White, kusscll Bringy, Richard Wallace,
R. . Moss and cthers as noted, scrved the congregation as pastors in days
gone by

With the turning of the century, morc repid progress was made. In May,
1905, a movement wes initisted to "heve preaching two Sundays in the month
instead of onc." No reccord is available of the month cr yecar this cobject
was realized. But in 1911, the individual communion service was introduced,
a gift from Mrs. Lrt Stamler.

In 1916, Reve E. C. Lzey was called te be the first full time pastor
of the church. Under his leadership, the present church site was selected
and a church, which later burncd, wes erccted. This first church was ded=-
icated on Moy 5, 1918 by hev. C. W. Cauble of Indianapolis end cost approx-
imately $£20,000,00s 4 lerge portion of this amcunt was raised on the day
of dedication. Followingz this event, Mileo fLtkinson, then ot Memphis, led
the church in a two week revivel. 1In 19237, the basement was comnleted and
all indebtodness wiped out. Ministers whe served the church during this
period were: L. C. Lacy, J. D. Waters (19-20), i.. C. Brocks (20-21), G. W,
Nutter (22-25), i. C. Boosc (26-27), kev. Erentight (28), Sam 4Allen (29-30),
C. 4. Weecsner (31-32), Jack Trvin (33-39), Thomas Llderson (LO-42), George
Caroland (L2-LL) and Fred Nichols (LL-LB).

Cn Thanksgiving Day 1947, the church burned leaving only the red brick
walls and stonc foundation. Plans were immediately laid for the construct-
ion of the nrecsent building under the leasdership of heve Fred Nichols, and
the present buildinz was constructed at an approximate cost of £75,000.00.
The church in which we now worship was dedicated [ucust 1y, 1949.

Ministers filling the pulpit since 1949 are: C. L. Gravely (L9-50),
Charles Vaughn (51-55), Gecrge Fisk (55-58), William Moore (58-65), Jack
Russell (65-71) and our present pastor, Ira Richerd Harris, who has been
cur pastor for slightly ~ver o year.

The first "gethering of information" for z church history was compiled
by Jack Frvin in 1938 ond centains a few names of the earlest members of the
church. The oldest map of Welton which lists the property owners end their
land holdings was published in 1883, a scant 10 ycars af'tur tho beginning
of cur church. I hive examined this map tc find out what I could about the
carly peoplc mentioncd as having lived in snd arcund Walton. Whet small
bit of informetion I found con the map I will meke known to you.

Mr. Stephcn Weite lived in the last houge on the right as ycou leave
aouth of town ncor what is now the white concrete bridpe.

Warraen Lermond lived on Hiech Strect at the corner of the first street
on the left, as ocnc gocs east on High Strect.

hdam Scncurs lived in a log house between Boaver kood and Chambers
Rozd behind whet is now Dr. Gaines K. Huey's housec. livr. Sencurs farm was
later owned by Weltor Slect whe lived there LO yecrs. He ond his wife are
buried nearby enl their stones are inscribed: Jdam Sencurs - born November
2, 1802 - Qicd Januery 10, 1883. Martha P. - born sugust 16, 1807 - died
Lpril 16, 1902,
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George honsler lived on Main Streect near where the Benton Ronor Depart-
ment Store is now. He also owned a hcouse on Hizh Strcct across the street
from Warren Lermorid.

He C. Dohling is listed as being a boot and shoe maker and he too lived
on High Stre.t ncar Warren Lemmond.

Hiram Fry hod lots on Main Strect nenr where the Bell Bar Restaurant
is now.

Robert Clock lived in or near where John Gault has his home and antique
shops

Ira Percivel was a fermer and owned 173 acres neor Pereival and Green
Hoad il'] Kcnt‘..drl Coui'ltyt

James Sonders wos a farmer and he lived off Jonos hosd in Kenton County.

I couldn't find the remaining nemes on the map as it only shows land
orners and tien as now, 21l pecple did not own their own property.

Unfortunctcly, in the fire that consumerd the church in 1947, the church
recerds werc burnud end any information thet the books centained was lost
ferever. Wc hive, through memory and "bits and picces" eof letters, photo-
graphs, ete., pothored a fow incidentel storics which are interesting and
should be rclated to 2 church history.

In the 1880's, the present church site was cwned by John frnold, a pro-
minent land owncr, whe lived in = large housc on this sites Therc were no
octher houscs south of this site until McBec's hruse, whero Mrs. Harris Moore
lives. 41 Arnold lived where the parsonage is now and the vacant 1ot on the
curve north of the church was cccupied by 2 largc housc owned by Dr. R. 4.
Edwards. lccording to Miss Libbie Ingram, Mrs. Graham Hoberts and Mrs.
Murphy occupiod a house where the present church now stands.

When I tallkcd to Miss Lib, she stated that she was the organist of the
High Street Church and thet Mr. Lermond and My, Sauwnders started the Ladies
£id Society of which she was the oldest member. She also stated that the
first parsonasc wes in the Gross house and that the 4id Sceiety purchased
the first parsonsge. Heve E. C. Lacy lived in the parsonage and 'peid a
little rent" in crder to finance it. She said that the Lid Society Tkept
up" the prescnt personase until Brother Vawhn was here, then it was taken

over by thc Church.

The architocturc of the church that burned was quite stately. It was
constructed of red brick with arched top stained glres windews. The steps
anl entrance to the sanctuary were thriuch large rcund colums. Tho inbter—
ior woodwork was stained very derk and had fclding wooden doors on each side
to close off thet pertion to be used as Sunday School rooms. It had a bal-
- cony which was entercd at the side neer the rear of the church.

There is o small flat inseribed stene in the nerth cutside basement
wall which hzs been the subject of much speculaticn. The stone is cerved
"Fugene Watsoun, 19170, Upon investigation, it was loarncd thot he was the
colored cuntract r who laid the marnificent natural rock foundeticon for the
church in 1917. It is a fittine tribute t- his skill that his labers have
lasted throwh ‘ne church building, a severe firc and heve furnished the
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foundaticn for cur sresent church. ieceording to one whe helped stein, var-
nish and paint thc old church, this rock meson was known threuzhout the
state and was hizhly sought after 2t the time as he waa an outstanding reock
mascna.

When the church burned, the ashes had not lon: encled before plans
and discussgions werc being made for a new bullding. While church services
were being held in the James Theatre and the Walton Schenl Gym, varicus
committees wore being orgenized. With the ideas nearing coumpleoticn, George
P. Nicholson and sons Kyle end keymeond, were selected to build the church
and at the dedicati n jugust Uy, 1949, with much rcjoicing and thanksgiving,
pledges werc given to the church thet indicated our love of God an? his
church.

Threugh the love of God and the sacrifice f twe families, two people
have been sent into full time church service from -ur church. Mrs. Virginia
Mocre Ligzett, an overseas missi~nary, Jaurhter -f lir. an? Mrs. Tebert Moore,
and Raymond Jatson, a minister, son of Mr. znd Mrs. Tem Watscn.

It has always been the custonm of sny history t- mention the oldest mem-
ber, still living, of the church. Ly being faithiul to the faith for over
73 ycars, Mrs. Frarl Fink has that hiner today. She joined this church when
enly a child end it is fittine to say that her rreat grand-dauchters attend
this church teday being the fifth ~eneration to do soe

The white front columns on the old church were salvaged cnd sold to
the owner of the Bruce Cox farm south of Walton. This owner did not use
them and the church bought back the columns and re-sold them to the owner
of the recently re-modeled house on the Walton-Nicholson Roed near Bank-
lick Station Road where they are in place today.

When Charles Vaughn was pastor of our church in the early 1950's, there
was held under the leadership of our church a large, protracted, old-fashioned
tent revival for 21l denominztions. This was held upon the Walton School gr-
ounds with Gladys znd J, B. Smith as song lasaders. Nationally known speakers
led in the spiritual preaching 2nd many souls were led to 2 closeness with
God during these revival times.

In 1956, additional property was purchased just north of the present
church until now the church owns sufficient ares for any forseeable plans
for future oxpeonsion.

The last property was purchased with an anonymous donation that truly
makes one marvel at the generousity of the donor. Surely God moves in
mysterious woys his will to meke known. Praise God for this unknown person.

The first orgen in the new church was a 2ift of the Pervicel family,
and in the sarly 1970's an organ and piano were given to our church anony-
mously. We arc truly blessed to have such generous people.

Many girts and bequests through wills and trusts have been received
by our church. It is only hoped that we will use them as the Lord would
have us to dos Pray to God in Thenksgiving end Praise.
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ks any history is a growing, learning process, the history of this
church is no diffcrent. I learned only ycsterday of o photograph of the
High Strect Church showing many people gathered at the front of the church.
It was 2lso statcd as explanation that the church building, upon being not
used for church functions, was sold and several houscs were built with the
lumber upon this property formerly usecd by thc church.

It is rogrotteble that onc can not posuss 2 time machine where we could
tunc in and be at any time desircd---but such is not possiblce I am surc
that for cach name and incident mentioncd in this small history, at least a
thousand arc omittod. I apologize for the lack of historical fact and if I
have omitted itoms which are notable and importont I most humbly beg for
forgiveness to those both living and dead.

1 can assure those that are interested that I owe what small success
I am to the influencc of the decvout Christion veople I heve known in this
church. Truly, I am in debt to this church---to its Sunday School teachers,
its music, its pastors and to its lay people. To thosc who roach down and
touch me when I make mistakes and with tender compassion scek to lead by
example, rathor then hersh words. Tach of us move through 1life touching and
being touched by thosc most closc to us. It is my hopc that someone, some~
day may be touched by me end helped over some spiritual weakness, as I have
been touched by the close associations of the people in this church.



