A very extensive cemetery has been discovered n Bracken county, Kentucky,
veeupyving nearly the whole of the * bottasn™ or plain, on the sonth bank of the
{hio, between Bracken and Turtle creeks. The village of Augusta has been built
upon it in later times,  The following account of this cemetery was communi-
cated to the awthor by Gen. John Payne, of Augosta. It will be observed that
iron wus discovered in some of the graves: which demonsirates that a portion of
the borials took place smee communication was established between the whites
and Indmns, and very likely within the 18th ;

“The beantiful bottom upon which it stamds, extends from one creek to the
other, about & mile and a half, and aversging abowt 800 yards wide. ‘The town
1 laid off at the upper end of the bottom.  The hall back of it is high, but not pre-
cipitous 3 and upon arriving at the sammit, it almost tmmsedinmly falls towards the
south with a gentle but deep descent, and immediately there rises another Will. {1
am thus particular, that vou way have a knowledge of the ground where now rest
the skeletons of hundreds, perhaps thousands, of an ancignt race, as well as of the
surrounding localities,  The soil of the bottom-land is alluvial,

“Fhe willage rests upon one vast cemetery : indeed, the whole boltom appears
to have been a great burying-ground : for & poat-hole can hardly be dug in any part
of it withoot twing up human bones, particelarly within three or four hundred
yords of the river baok, "The ground appears to have been thrown up into ridges,
one end resting on the river bank, and the other extending out some two, others
three hmndred yands, with depressions between of aboul one hundred feet, the
ridges rising to an elevation of about three foet, and are about fifty, or sixty yards
wide. These ndges are full of human skeletons, resularly buried. My house, at
the lower end of the village, stands upon one of these ridges: and in excavating a
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& Acotonts of & nonber of ese snelont comotevics sre given By Gea, Lows Colline, in bla ecossly
pblished History of Kemtucky, from #hich ahe following notices are eoudesss), Six miles N, E of
Bowling Green, YWarmm eounty, e B 8 aave which ek i parpesdinlar desoint of sbomt thisty or feny
fept. At the bolton nre vast quantitics of hmman bones—{p. §41.)  On the nerth bank of Grean River,
Ie tlo vieipily of Bowling Groen, sre b grent meny ansient graver; same of which are foemed of 2imes st
. i A simiui evimseliiy voruiy ek the mouth of Priec's eneek, on Bl Barmm River; the baos
arg swclosed in stone coffins, which tre whovt threg feet long, and from one 1o oee sod o bolf wide. O
U e pwver, theey males ahove Glasgoe, aod on Skegir's arely, fve wilis 8. W, of thie sune plage, b
paves confueing beman bones ; Whose in the last nomed savern soem (o be axclusively the bones of small
ghilldpen —{p. 179.)  Bloliv caverns des fowed in Union and Meade oosaties, ol of which sre ssid io
contain hwtehn bomes i abandiace.
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toundation for the basement story, seventy by sixty feet, and four feet deep, we
exthumed one bundred and ten skeletone, nnmbered by the skulle ; but there were
severnl more, the skulls of which were so much decayed and imtermingled with
others that [ dad not take them mto the caleulation. I have no doubt that there
were at least one hundred and forty bodies buried within the bownds above men-
tiomed ; and then on every side the skeletons hiad been severed, n part taken away
while the remains were left sticking in the wall. My garden, extending one handred
and fifty foot back from my house, is manured with human bones, and is very pro-
ductive. I camnot turn wp a spadefull of earth without disturbing the remains of
the ancient dend,

“Those exbumed by me, 1 have anid, appeared to bave been regularly buried ;
they were about two fect below the surface genceally, but some not more than «
foot or eighteen inches, invariably with their heads toward the river—the river at
this point runming south 70 west; some had rough anbammered stones extending
on both gides the full length, with a head wmd foot stone, and a stone covering the
head ; others, again, would have only a stone on each side of the head, a head and
foot stone, and a stome covering the head ; others, only a head and foot stone 3
and others, and much the greatest pumber, had *pothing to mark the ground
where they were Inid” Most of the bones were entire ; but when exposed to the
atmosphere, many soon crumbled into dust, thoogh others remained quite firm.
Soveral of the skulls, in a good state of preservation, I had in my house for months,
until they were hroken up. The teoth appearcd sound: I do not recolleet an
instance of defective teeth; there were many abaent teeth, but thiz evidently arose
from their dropping out after burial, There were some skelotons of children : the
hones of those mouldered mto dust almost immediately.

“ Many articles of Indian ornament, use, and warfare were excavated, such as
arrow-heads of flint and bone, glass beads, and that peculiar kind of ancient Indian
poitery, formed of clay and pulverized or pounded muscle-shells, which had evi-
dently received the action of heat to harden it. Some of the specimens of the
latter were very perfect, with well formed ears, like our pottery ware; some well
formed, handsome stone pipes, glass beads, both black amd bloe, oromments of
‘bone, ete. The other ridges, where they have been opened, have exhibited like
rosults : they are full of human bones, apparently regularly buried ; but the skeletons
have not been always found to lie at might angles with the river, bul sometimes
parallel, and at other times dingonally. Upon this bottom, and covering these
remaing in 1792, when the bottom was first settled, =tood some of the largest trees
of the forest. We have sycamorez now standing on the bank, between these
remains and the river, five fect in diameter at the stump.

“There is another fact which perhaps I should mention.  Maj. Davis, who owned
o farm on the Augusta bottom, about half n mile below the village, passing
apposite his lands where a part of the bank had fallen into the river, discovered a
bone sticking out of the bank; and upon drawing it out, it proved to be the bone
of the right arm, and apon the wrist there were Hree hammered tron rings.  They
were evidently of manufactured iron, round and formed to fit the wrist: the ends
brought together but not welded or closed ; the iron was destroyed,—it had been so
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completely oxvdized as to break very easily ; the workmanship was rongh, and the
print of the hammer was apon them,

# A full cart-load of bones, taken from the basement story of my house, 1 had
wheoeled off into my garden : over them [ erected a monnd, and crowned it with
a summer-houas 3 and thera ’rllnl}' shall rest for the foglare,

“ About forty years ago, Dr. Overton, then of Lexington, was upon a visit to
Augnsta, I had heard of a large pile of stones upon the spur of & hill overlooking
the Ohio, about three miles above.  We went to visit it, worked hard nearly all
day, and, at the depth of abont five feet in the centre of the pile, found about a
half bushel of charcoal and ashes; thes wasg all that we could discover,

“1 know of no fortifications, nor of any mounds or tumuli, 0 the county of
Bracken. At Claysville, near the bank of Licking River, there 18 n very large
mound ; but I bave not been inlormed that erther curiosity or scientific resenrch
has indeced the citizens to open it.”
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