Supplemant to attachsad memornadum of Extracts of the
History of Cempbell County-

—

While it is true that the beginnlngs of the history of Campball
County origlnated around the Newport city area still, Campbsll County
can be classad as a county of sections, an? much history developed also
in the rural areas of the countye

One of such arsas can be referrsd to as the Mentor-Califonnia-
Flagg Spring section, for this sectlon, and notably several of its dis-
tingulshed personages, attacted state and nation-wide attention.

On a nigh hill overlooking thatown of Mentor end overlooking ths
picturesque Ohio River Valley for many miles both east and weslt, an bis-
toric nouse was erected shortly after the War Between the States; thiwm
housa being erected by none other than the late Rev. and Yfrof. WNick
Pettit, one of the most outstanding educators and buildera that Campbell
County ever produced.

After the Rev, kr. Pettit had bema called to the "Homeland" the
property and historic house passed into the hands of Mr. W. T. 1. Howe,
a nationally known character, who served for wrany years as the President
of the American Book Company of New York, Cincinnati and other citles.

Mr. Howe lived there mostly during the summer months, however,
he remodeled the historie house and being interested in history, he
established at the home an historle library as well as a museum in wihich
he had cn displey many of the great works of ‘art, as well a3 literature,
and which was the shoeplace of all the local area, attractlag distingulshed
visltors from many counties in the state, as well as states and countries.:

Howsvar, regardless of ths fact that he was a great buslness
man end ezecutive, he dled suddenly a number of years ago intestate,
leaving no will, and the historic home gnd great estate of his became in- -
volved in extensive litigation in the courts of the state, with most of
it vpassing into the hands of his so-called common—law wife, which was
the regret of all who knew him. However, the house and proparty was sold
in settling the estate to Mr. Jack Thatcher of #lexandria, who is endesavor]:
to develop a sub-division of the property. However, the mistoric house stil.
stands overlooking a vast area of beautiful and picturesque area for
many miles both east and west as well as south in the county of Camphbell,

Those livling in this area have always been considrred as a deply
religlous people and during the latter part of the eighties organlzed a
%roup and known as the Campbell County Sunday School Unlon, or rather the
Beech Grove Punday school Union, and through the sale of stock to Sunday
School students from one cent to twenty five dollars purchased and erectead
a camp gound, amid many historic beech trees, on the slte, where yearliy
programs were conducted each year, and which attracted speake'f#nd musicians
of state and nation-wide note. Several Uovernors during its long and hon-
erable hlstory have addressed the annual meetings, referred to as "celeb-
ratlons” at the historic slte.

An act was passed by the Kentueky General hAgsembly, sponsored
by Representative John C. De Woss, chartering ond lacorporating the
Baech Grove Sunday School Union, which, to this daj. has never been
asrogeted or repfealed by succeedlng sessions of the Csneral Asscmblys







-

in the history of Campbell County, Oragon, or early Callfornia, was well
kmown as a shipping venter on the Ohio River, and ff operated a dock op
shipping facilities at this point, which later resulted in thae community
being chartersd ar ineorpdrated as a towa by the Kentucky Gensral ASZemdly,
This town has never to-date surrendesred its charter and is still operating
as a city of the sixth class. However, the great Ohio Ziver floods or .
1884 zand 1937 virtually destroyed many of the houses and industries in the
historio town. .

These floods, and especially the one of 1937, worked havoc on the town,
and diminished its population to a great eXxtent, with the result that the
once proud and thriving A. J. Jolly Higit School, located just dZgdd7/d¥
east of the town proper, had bo be abandoned and the high school pupils
are now attending the consolidated Campbell “ounty High School at Alex-
andria, however, the A. J. Jolly “rade “chool is still maintained in the
comnunitye.

The local community or communities also boast that they maintain a Masonic
Lodgelat California, which serves the local areas of California, bHentor,
Plag “pring, Carthage and adjoining communities. “his lidge is known as
the Mayo Todge, named_ in honor of the first Fostmaster of Newport, Mr.
Paniel Mgyo, and old Seventh “treet in Newport was once known as layo
Streeto

Volumns could a&lso be written of other distinguished personages and events
that occured in the local communites of Mantor, California, Flag “pring

and Carthage; for instance, during the War Between ths States, two of the
ppombant citizans of Galifornia were captured by the “nion -ray and shot

as sples, however, everyone knows familiar with the families and the history
of ths communities that they were now spies, and should have been exchanged
ag prisoners of war.

For Mrs. Mary Joll
For iiss ®hdrly Jolly.
December 31, 1957.

From C. B. Truesdell,




