THE DISASTER ON THE QEIQ

Tho Collision Between the Sicamers
Amoriea and Untted Rintos=The
Boats Wree ked and Burnede=Dotntls
of the Calamity.

From the Cincinnati Enquirer, Dec. 7.

One of the most terribla calamitios whieh eves
occurred on Western waters happened about 13 0°¢lucy
on Friday night near Warsaw, 'Ry, about sizty
fivo miles from Cineinnatd, The Unifed Slales, of tha
Lonisville mail line, struck tho Americd upon her
bow, and In & moment, almes!, both vessels wera
the cena of death fn il most sppalling shape,
Doth boats wore hevily laden, and erowded by pas.
gengors of both sexes and all ages. A pert of tha
cargo of the United Statee consisted of petroloum,
ranged in barrels upon the deck, and immodiately
after the collision the coala from the furnace roached
the oil, and tho vessel was enveloped in fiames, It
ia diffloult to gather detals; It 13 not easy even
to write with calmness this dreadful calamity.
A mother, when the vesscl Bank, threw her two
chilldren Into tia water, ard then leaped tn to swlm
with them to land, or die with them it slie could not
eive, A husband calmly fastened a life-belt round
the watst of his youne wife, sed then drageed her
through fire and water ashoro, Tho Auwerica
drifiad, or was driven, to the bsnk, sed g lady
8prang from tho upper deck and clung to the branch
of & tree; her deugoter fotlowed, and reached fhe
atme branch, and, tuelr united welght bréaking 1t,
they both fell back into the water, hut sgain elimbad
upon the land. But, from {be Unied States to the
opposite bank the sccne was morc terrible, the es
capea fewer, Opbe pussenger informa ua that for
200 yords the waier was on fire, and jn that fiers
deluge were women and chiluren, shricking in the
horrors of the lasl agony, Thirty.five women are
eeid lo be lost,

A pagsenger tells us that upon being awakened by
the erash he half dressed aud rushed upon the deck,
A mized throng of men and women sweyed hithe
and taitner, el confused, and fow seeming capable
of devigsing any plan for a strugglo for lifs, Twice
he fell under the pressure of the heaving mass, and
fwice ho regaitied his footing ; and then, burned and
bruised, he preccpitated hinfhe]! into tho burning
wauters, but, though unable fo ewim, contrived to
resch the shoro, . '

It was not untll very late, or rather early thwe
morning, that the boat was cleaved of the numerous
vigitors that rushed down to the wharl to sscertain
the fate of friends; but when we left, the orphan
girl, altost worn owt by grief, was still sobbing out
ber ong ery, My father| my father]” *

Tho stesmer €. T. Dumont was sent, about 10
o'clock yesterday morniug, to the seene of the digs
ter, and rewrned about 12:30 lnse night, 8he had
searcely touched the wharf when a young girl,
gerrcoly seventecn years of age, leaped on board apd
gsked for 8 gentleman whose name wo we did
not caich. The riply was, “Ho 15 lost,” Ble
scroumed, My father, my father!” It wae
beart-rouding. Above the turmofi of mmany
volces roso tho shrill ery, ** My father, my father |

The colllsion oceurred sbout 11:15 o’clock, The
America atruck the States o lLttlo alt the capstan, cut:
ting deep {nto horbow, Tho forward guards of the
States were taken upwith cosl o], a quality of frelght
wlich requires fo be carried where the air will
get at ik Almost simultancously with the col
lgion, the flamea arose from the bow of
tbe OSlales, roaching up ee blgh 88 her bur.
neane roof. It flaslicd up lke the ex
plosion of gunpowder, The fire ran up the hoat's
stafrway, and within o very few moments the whole
torward part of the boat was ou fire, the flames leap-
ing up as high as the top of her chimuoys, The
wind was blowing up stream, and directly againet
tho bead of the States, and drove the firo right inte
the cabin, and it wod not mora than two minutoes une
til it oxtended fo tho ait end of the steamer, end the
E‘hole cabin 84 upper deck of the buat were in

mes,

Capt, Wapp, of the States, remained on the roofof
that steamer untll he wes complately surrounded by
flames, He escaped by jumping to the boiler-deck
guards of the America, when the two boats came to.
gether, He says but for the firo ho could have run
the boat ashore and saved everylhing,

Capt, WaDE sys that the boat lett hore with only
sixty-five passengers oun board, thirteen of whom
werd ladies, Beveu of thess lady passengers are
known to be aved. Very fow of the passengers on
the States had retired. There was a wodding party
on board, snd the possengord tcudered them 6
screnade, and Capt. WADE fouud it necessary, but g
yery ghort time before tbe collision oceurred, to go
down from tno texas to the éabin and repress, (o a
ceriain extent, the noise of the merriment they
wore making,

The flames drove manyeof the passengers to
the aft end of tho Stales, and mauny of them
took refuge in the yawl, which was suspended by a
derrick st the stern of the boat, 80 many of them
crowded into this Doat that the derrick broke down
and let the yawl and those who were in itinto the
river, A8 many 8 twenty or twenty-five per.
tons were in. the yawl when the derrick fell, and
it is supposed most of them were drowned. Ono of
them, Capt. Joe McCamuorr, a well-kuown pilot,
beld on to the yawl when it fell, and was finally ros.
cucd, Mo was tound to be very badly burned, and
his strength was almost exhausted when assistance
reached him, .

Owing ‘o the extraordinary exertions of Oap+t
WuorrreN and Mr, Wat Taveon, bead elerk of the
America, soveral lives were saved, among them Misg
Banron, of the Ole Bull Concort Troupe, Miss Ban-
TON waa ip her slalo-room at the time, and seomed
to be completely bewildered, Mr. IATLOR warnud
her of the danger, but she secmed to pay no atten-
tlon to him, Fmally he burst vpen the door, and by
main strengil carried her attsud down through a
gmnall batelway, It wae not until after she had been
pisced on ahoro that she realized Lo awfal condition
in which, but a fow winules previous, sie had beun
placed,

One man, neme unknown, who occupled 4 room In
the utt part of the America, became completely Lo-
wildered, Ho wos warned of the danger, but pud
no atiention to it. Mr, Tavron, at the last moment,
oudeavored to rescuo bim, but iv was oo Jate, He
became suffocated and fell through the natchway,
Anothor mau, name unknown, also &0 Jost Wis press
ence of mivd s o entirely forget the terrible pre.
dicament in which o wae placed, aud also periatic
in the Sames,

Nouvo of tho valuables of the Uniled Bleler wora
gaved, tho five spreading with sueh foightiul rapidie
ty a8 to make iy utterly impossible to secure thew,

Amnong the passengers ou tho Amertea coming up
to this city, wera Mr, W, F. Guiswonp and W,
Davipeon, of the frm of E. W. Hovenwur &
Co., New-York, Mr, DavibsoN hes just ro-
tired to bis etateroom, had divested hipi.
golf of his clothing aud was ebout to get
{uto hie berth when the colliion took place. He
immediatoly stepped out upon the cavin guard of
the boat, and on secing the situation, both boats
being on fire, ho leaped overboard aud swam ashoro,
His money was in his olothes, and bhis gold
watch be hed placed under bils pillow,
nll of which were lost,  Mr, Gmisworp hoed
not rotired with Mr, Davipsow, but wes in
tbe cabln when the whist.s sounded snd the
pell gave the alarm, snd Ifromn the sound ho was
convinced thet something wes wrong, He no
gooner came to that conclusion than the boats ol
Hded, and be passed out upon the vabiu guara in
time to ses the barrols of petroleum on the luwer
guarde of the Uniled Slafes burst open, thelr cone

| tents belng entlreiy Ignited, He concluded that s

eafoty was in jumping overboard, aud hLe did wo,
swimming ashors with his overcoat on,

OLe Buwy, Mr, GriswoLb says, followed sult, loaps
tog into the waler trom the guards of the Uniled
States, with hle ovorcoat on, into the water, and
swimming ashors, #fiss BArTON, one of OLE BULL'S
troops, and iwo gentlemon adgchds, one of tiem
having the great musician’s case which contained
his two lamous violins, were also savod,

i

Additional by Telegraph,
CrsciNsaTy, Tuesday, Dee. 8,
Tho excitement relativo to tho terriblo disastor
to (Lo steamers Uniled States and dmerdcs ia still In-
fonss, Partles aro arriving from all quarters to maka
inquirios sbout l0st frionds or rolstives, known to
have taken passage on one or the other of tho fll-
tated bosts, The remeins of soms of t::e viclime
will arrive here to-day on the steamor Genieal Lylle,

for recognition and Intermont, A dlspatod to the

Commereial, trom Florence, Ind., sayd that thirty.

. thrae bodies have boen recovered from the wrecks of

tho Uniled Stafes sud dmerics, Tho lollowing bave
jdontifipd: ‘

be;.l:mcn Jogﬂe, of Loulgvlle; Jobn Ponnell, of New.
port, Ky.; Emil Morogu, Wiliiam Johnson and Wal
Jace Parris, of Loxington, Ind,; Mr, Farber, of Han.
over, Ind,; Mre, Goorge V. Grifin, of Now-Qrleans;
s, Mory T. Thompson, of Poflsdelphia, and ex-
teen colored mon of the crew of the Uniled Statvs.
There are tew bodies remalning umdentified, with
tho exception of & number of colored porsong, sup-
posed to be thoso of the deck bands who periahied,
1he sceno 8t WarsaW, Ky, is iudesoribable, The
sufferars pave been rendered comfortable by the
oitizens, as far aa it bhas boen in their power 10 be-
slow relief,

€, P. Havma¥, formerly a messengor of tho Amerl:
can Express Compauy. was broughe to this city yee
torday, under serest lor robbing g safe 10 Die chasgs
of £20.000 asi Mareh,
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