Tue Ghw Disaster,

Everybody, that isto say, all the newspa-
pers, are “ hoping that o thoreugh investiga-
tion will be mado into the causes” of the
terrible collision on tae Okio River, by which
s0 many lives were lost the other day. What
good will it do? Ws have had scores and
hundreds of similar accidents on cur rivers
and railways, and thonsands of lives are fre-
quently lost in conscquence of them,  Official
investigations are made in{o them all,—theiy
causes are perfectiy well understood, —yet we
believe there 18 nol @ siigle instance on record in
which any person has been held rvesponsille or
been punished. Coroners' inguests, under whick |
form of law these investigations sre usually
held, have come to be universelly regarded as
the emptiest and most useless of all formalis
ties ; but even their verdicts never lead to any
action, and aro generally forzotten within g
week after they ere rendered, What is the |
reason of this strange and disastrous neglect
to enforce the law? Is nobody interested in
it? Are thergnot officers appointed or clect-
ed for the express purpose of doing that very
thing? Then why, in the name of all that is
sensible and sefe, i9 it never done?

There is a constant elamot for new laws
on these subjects, Whenever o milway or
steambont disaster happens, there isa Joud
demand for new legislation on the subject.
DBut this is not what is needed. We havo |
plenty of laws,—soma of them good and somo
very bad,—laws on every conceivable subject
and for the acccmplishment of every imagin-
ablo obiect, Tho frouble is. thev are never

enforced. Thoy aro dead letters on the stat-
ute-book. Not one man in  thousand knows
ef their existenos, and not ong ina million
shows, by practioat action, any care for their
enforcement. Thers are prodiecuting oficars
everywiere whoso special business it is to seo
thot tho laws are enforced, but they requirs o
complaint to be mode by somebody of their
violation, and mobody takes the trouble to
make it. Now and then the widow or the
children of some poor wman who laos
been crushod by some illegal railway col-
ligiom, or blown to picces by fthe
explosion of a sleamer's boilor, or p earmo of
petroleum, both of which wero forbidden by
law, sues for damapges and gots them. But
tho chances of such n contingeney aro com-
paratively smpll, sud BQIE COIAPANics, W un-

“demstand, make them the subject of caleu-

lation, and conclnde, on the whole, that il ia
cheaper to run the rigk of them, than to o to
the expenso of such precaulions ss would
prevent tho necidonts out of which they grow,
This is ratber o cold-blooded view of tho sul-
jeet, 1t must be confessad—bnt it is slrictly
business viow, and our grent corporations can-
not, in thesedays al all events, bu expecled to
take any other,

We Lope that the Ohio disuster will be
“investignted," by all means, It will be
somo comfort to all parlics to see o littlo fuss
made about it It will look as if somebedy
cred something about it, and will engage
public atteution for o week or two until the
whole thing can be quictly and comforlably
forgotten, as so many similar slaughters have
been before it. - And what more can any good
citizon, who apprecintes the blessing of a
quick Lo and hates excilement, ask or cx-
pect? Let it bo *“investigated,” certainly;
and let the investigation be ¢ searchung” and
“exhaustive,"—for then it will fake longer nud
will thus give moro time for the public fecling
to die away.
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