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Nrs. Rosella French Porterfield was
born and raised in Kenlucky.  Through
perseverance, she finished school and oblained

her graduale and masler degrees at a fime when

few female, African-Americans were able fo

M:ﬁ e WNrs. Porlerfield began ber teaching

career in 7940 al Barnes Temple Church. The church, located on “Fox Slreet
in Elsmere, was ulilized as an African-American school during ibe weekdays.
Through ber graceful determination, Nrs. Porterfield was able to elicit from the
Board of Education changes in ihe amenities afforded ber shudents.

accomplish this goal
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Gn 1047, Plrs. Porlerfield taughi and became principal of “Wilkens
Feights School a facility buill on Capifol Street in Clsmere fo serve fhe
Dfrican-American communily.  During ber lenure, Plrs. “Porierfield made
greal sirides in inlegraling the segregaied school system.  While many
communities experienced conflict during the infegration process, Mlrs.
Porterfield provided the Board of Education with an alfernale plan leading fo
unparalleled peaceful integration. The school is shill in use foday and serves the
communty through the Northern Kentucky FHead Start Program.

With infegration came the realization of Prs. Porlerfield's life~long
dream. Fn the 19505, Plrs. Porlerfield became the first African-American
librarian in ihe Erlanger/Clsmere School District. Mrs. Porlerfield remained
in 1his position and inspired countless shudenis fo learn and reach for Iheir goals
unkil ber retirement in 7980.

The Elsmere Park Board recognizes Mrs. Porlerfield's commitment
fo our community. P is ber deiermination, grace, dignily and inpiration thal we
recognize loday in re~dedicaling our communily park. G is the desire of the
Elsmere Park “Board thal future generations of children in our communily

conlinue fo be inspired by Mirs. Porterfield as they enjoy the park localed next
fo the former “Wilkens Heights School building.

Fuly 27, 2002 Re-dedication “Program

INVOCATION....covriiriieeinninrneennnnenns Rev. Norman Blankenship
MASTER OF CEREMONY .cvo...ocovennismnsminaniaissrsans Mr. Curtis Fuller
WELCOME i uisiomssmissensin . ornnnannanssnsnssss abinn Mr. David French
CORSAGE PRESENTATION......ccvvvverrrnniniinnes Mrs. Geraldine Fay
SONG. i is oo s vaavasa ks « s BERGSTH w e m s serro s Ms. Terry Whittaker
PLACQUE UNVEILING......c..coiimnmnninnnnenniniinne, Mrs. Neva Collins
SPEAKER ...cuiririiiriiiniiicinn s cner s sannsssnns Mayor Billy Bradford
SONG...eeerveeiieierriiir s s ererrs Sister Selena Spriggs
SPEAKERS .....cveiiieeerieieemmiiireeinniininiiinene sy Rev. O.B. Ford

Rev, Wilford Davis
Rev. D. Webb

SONG .. tuteereer ettt Mr. Rousseau O'Neal
SPEAKERS ...ttt s vrin vt v ea e Mr. Jim Molly
Mrs. Debbie Onkst

Mrs. Wanda Hills

Mr. Tom Jones

Mr. Charlie Hills

SONG....itrvrrirrererriiie e Brotherhood of Northern Kentucky
HONORED GUEST ....cviviiviivinnnns Mrs. Rosella French Porterfield
BENEDICTION ..vvvivie ittt ceer e e sarsssnsnsnennnenns Rev. William Hale
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