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The “History of Dover Christian Church", which 1s an
address delivered on the ocassion of the One-Hundredth Anniver-
sary of the chureh by Mrs. Maude X. Boyd-Myers, came Into my
possession through the courtesy of Mp¢. Dan Scott, tho found
this copy of the original among some 0ld ledgers of the church.
With his permission, I made carbon copies and thereby ga.ined
permission to file thils document in the Library of the College
of the Eible, with the understanding that the church retains
the right to secure it for historic purposes should the ocasslon
demand 1t.

Many of the old records have been lost or misplaced.
The history of the Dover Christian Church is sparce and this
address by Mrs. Myers is conclse and significant for the cele-
bration of the One-Hundredth Anniversary of the church. In
particular is her note that Alexander Campbel preached at

the Dover Church, though the speciflc dete is not recorded.
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our story teday. But after all, 1% 4 the human relationship

which makes the life of mm

Recsll, iAf you will, the Very first words of the
Bibvle, *In the Beginning , God"--and agaim, the very las®
word, "God." It is the pridge between the two, the wridge
of human relationship, Christisn Service, whish brings us here
today.

ibout this same time of the year in this Ohio River
Yalley in the little town of Dover, Mason Coumby, Kentuoky,
Jﬁthm- Bago , thmutmnunor-otun
of those assembled here teday, to dedicate the first Dover
Christian Chureh. ¥We come soday to pey tribute to them.

e have been nuud by their efforts and lives.

This community has been blessed by this echureh .
Around it has been centered the life hiatory of many genera-
tioms of good pecple. e must carry on this work.

About the time of the exection of this, one of ﬂu




oldest Ohristian ohurches in Kentusky, Alexender Cempbel
came preashing and teashing his cocmman sease interpretation
of the Seriptures. It was from his inspiration that many
of our early Christisn ohwrches were built u Kentuoky .
He preached in the original shurdh here and of this faet,
we are proud. This feet was disputed, but I hed the privi-
lege of haviag our own dear Mrs. Sara Peck tell me of her
father and mother coming from their home in Chio to hear him
preach. It was then a journey. Ghe was left with neighbors
$0 spend the night. She was then a 1little girl. Her femily .
is present today.

The 1ot upon whiech the original church was buils
was Sonated by the Hom. Arthur Fox, wealthy lamd owner amd
a Virginia iristoerat. Each generation of his femily have
been members here. The desd was made o Beldwin Harl, Benje-
min Flysn end James True, our first trustees. Little is kmown
of the first two mentioned but Mr. James True is the gramd-
father of Misses Martha amnd Ruth True and their family amd of
the same relation is Mrs. Happy Wilesom, Miss Charles imn True
and family; alse Arthur Sam, Greyham and Joe True, all known

%o us.



Mr. G. ¥, Bonmett and Mr. John Lumaford stated they
knew Mr. Baldwin Harl, whe weat to Missouri to live many years
age. He was about ome hundred years old when the Railroad
Case was being held in 1889. When in Dover, he lived om the
Tabd farm.

The originsl building was of drick. It was buils
fecing the Chio River, on Hall Street, now commonly known as
Railroad Street. It had a fence around the yeard, with & stile
in fromt from which horseback riders could get off and om
their horses. About ome~half of the congregation was sountry
people then.

It wae in '63 or '64 that the red brick that we
knew was duilt to take its plase. To most of us here today,
it shall always be the church home of happy associations and
tender memories.

In this Church were held some of the famous debates
which made a part of the early history of the Christiasn Ghureh
in Kentueky.

In 1882, new trustees were named. They were John
Lunaford, John Goff, James N. Boyd epd G. ¥. Benmett.

In 1889, wnder the wise leadership of James M. Boyd,
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Maysville and Big Samdy. The thres men appointed Vo take
she entire supervision off the case were James N. Boyd, C. M.
Devare and Joha 8, Wilsem.

It will interest you %o know that the witnesses
sallied were Jameés N. Boyd, G. ¥. Bennets, Johm Lunsford,
John 8. Wilson, 0. M. Devare, ¥. D. Frazee, William H. Neore,
7. 3. MeMAllan, James Rewmshaw snd B. F. Uleveland. Most of
these men were standapd bBearers for many years.

m.o.'.mwunmmummurm
spiris, also deveted to his church, shat even today there are
those who tell of his true Christiasn service. Those of his
Sunday School Glass have said that they felt they had sat
at the feet of Ganialesl.

Mrs. Biisabeth Anderson, then an old lady, said
uu,*m.mriu!hmymthn;«nmm-
truly lived the Bible teaching.” He said in his court testi-
mtmmmmmchw-momumsntn.
Joined in 1887, He was made a trustee in 1B88%. The ehurch

membership et that time was 166 persons.




Meny interesting faots were told me by Mre. Jenmnie
Bennett and Miss Lena Jacobs, with whom I was very closely
associnted when I lived in Dover.

Mr. John Jacobs, & sentemporary of Mr. HDennett,
was a very strong Christiasn charseter and when one of those
delicate subjeets which so often come in church life, had
t0 be decided and all others hesitated, it was Bro. Jacodbs
whoe came forward true and strong with yes or mo. Coms what
may, those very seme characteristies arve here teday in owr
own Miss Marthe True, whose mother wes Bro. Jaeods' sister.
Bro. Jasods had one son who was kmown and loved by all, Mr.
Parragin Jacobs, who died early im life. ¥We have his somn,
Carl B. Jacobs, with us today and he hes s boy to sarry om
the work.

Mr. Jemes N. Boyd probably stood out in more ways
and over a longer peried of time then any one person. To
him we must give the credit for his great inspiration and
his tesching of mmsic.

Through many years this Church has been blessed
by those whom he taught. He brought the best talent of the

srotherhood im music end leadership. It was around the




singing sehool of those days thst happy times were hed.
Many young people not oaly had music bt they found their
1ife’'s companion and from this, many happy homes were made.

Mr. Boyd's family cemtributed much $0 the chureh
1ife here. Mrs. Boyd's father and mother wers devoted mem-
bers for many years. Mr. and Mrs. David Frazee gave the
lovely old cemmmunion service.

Quite a number of years after Mr. Boyd's death,
the Railrcsd Company paid the damage o the church. A part
of this momey built the vestibule and belfry at the old
chureh.

puring the years of service of each of us here,
there are names which if spoken, bring memories dear and
saered. Yor instance, think of the wonderful Sundesy School
teachers who have blessed these pecple. Eech of you recall
your teacher, lirs. Hemry Thomas, Miss Dettie Hanns, iire.
Jennie Neaver Benmnett, Miss Lems Jacohbs, Mrs., John Wilson
end others on down to the present day. They are wonderful.

There is here today, lirs. Hollie Smith Barnshaw,
whose teacher was G. W, Bennett. She has spent her long life
teaching and helping wherever she was. Most of her life has

peen spent right here and as far as I can fimd, she has given
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the longest pesind of swrviee, (Stand, Aunt Mollie)

M. Fehn Lensford and Nr. inderson Jennings were
two early stamierd beerens.

u.wmummmmum.
great pert in savly Matery.

in @X& 1uAver %0 Me. Jemes K. Boyd from Bre.
Robert Giddens Selis of his love for the Dever people wham
he served as minister.

m.mm'ummwm-nm'tm
recall his gentle way and his delightful sppearanse.

this Ghureh has bed meny historic meetings. It is
qﬂtthMMuMlﬂowu to have
colored members but we had two, Harriet inn Blades and Mary

Carter.

ois History could not be eomplete without the men-
tiem of seversl men and Sheir fumilies, who have been “celled
home” but left & veserd of Faith and Service and blessed this

community. AS the mentien of these nemes, we osn recall favers
dome eash of us somewhere, sometime,--Filliam MeNuts, C. M.
Devare, Heury Thomas, Jobu Thomss, Jemes T. Holten, Porry

¥ilson, Mrs. Anne Howard and W. H. Moore.
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e have with us today three who served as offi-
eors here with Shese men who have “gone on home"--ir. Henry
Sehubert and his femily and kre. Adam and Henry Pabet and
Sheir families.

m'm be Srivute peid the "faithful few"™ who
attended the Mid-Neek Prayer Meeting. Can't you just hear
Sister Hessie Thomas singing the Holy Oity? She put her
whole self imto all that she did. Can't you hear Ur. Mahlen
Smith with his gquestions, yet unsnswered, because they were
Y00 mush for us, such as, mm'tnun.wmm
mayor, or, why don't we have rules which apply to all alike?
Such things meke shurch iife.

About 1988, the grest need of a mew church was
impelling and Mws. John A. Wilson (Lillie Howard) took the
1eed with her class %o buy a lot upon which the present

ehurch stands.
In the Summer of ‘24, we had a tont meeting in the

Sehool House Yard, led by Bro. Thad Tinsley, with music by
Nonroe G. Schuster, whe 1is now minister et Gary, Indiena.
Hore was given inspirstion and material gifts for the new

gchureh .
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Prayer had been sarnestly givem that we might have
a service without the imSerruptien of & long freight train.

To thoss serving here today who have made possible
mmmmm.umu.mm‘n
thank you. May God hless you and in the days 0 oawe, may
this day de a milestone ia the life of this ceongregation whisch
shall give you & realization of the worthiness of true Christisa
eharacter as given in God's plea of life.
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