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[(Vhio, Hamilton County to Richmond, Ind., stec.)
Joalah Henson, abductor.

Father Henson's Story of His Ywn Life,

1858.

Chapter XVI.
Conducting Slaves to Canada.

[p.144 ] The degraded and hopelesss condition of a slave,
can never be properly felt by him while he remains in such

a position. i‘.ll"'t:nn I had tasted the blessing of freedom, my
mind reverted to those whom I knew were groaning in captivity,
and I at once prunugdad tc take measures to free as many as

I could. x x x ;

1 was once attending & very large meeting at Fort Erie,
at which a great many colored people were present. Ln the
course of my preaching 1 tried to impress upon tham the im-
‘portance [p.145] of the obligations they were under; first,
to God, for their deliverance; and then, sescondly, to their
fellow-men, to do all trat was in their power to bring others
autlnf bondaga. In the congregation was x x Jtﬂg_ﬁgptrnbﬂ':
who x x x x had obtained his freedom by fleeing to Canada x x x
When the service was concluded he begged to have an interview
x x x further conversation' [after a weekl. &He then informed
me where he came from x x and that he had left behind a

dear father and mother, 3 uiEturu and 4 brothers; and that they
lived on the Ohio fiver, not'from the city of Maysville. x x



[p.146] x x professed himself resdy to cooperate x x
puring the short period of his freedom he hed accumulated
some little property the whole of which, he atated, hs would
cheerfully devote to carrying out those messures; x x x

Iknother conversation, whereupon Mr. Hsnson consented to try

g, e

tn__ﬂ:g_q__j:_}'nul x x x commenced the journey alons, on foot, &

—

travelled thus about 400 miles. x x x I passed through the

S

States of N. Y., Pa., and 0. x x % crossed the Ohioc River imto

o ——

Eentucky, and [p.147) ultimately found his friends in the
place ha had described.
l was an entire atranger to them, but 1 toock with me &
emall token of thelr brothers x x X ‘Eut his parents had
become so far advanced in years that they could not undertake
the fatigus; his sisters had a number of children, and they
¢gould not travel; his 4 Urothere and a nephaw wera young men,
and sufficiently able for the journey, but the thought of
leaving their father, and mother and sisters, were too pain=-
ful; and they also considered it unsafs to make the attempt
then, x x so they declined going at that tims, but promised
that they would go in & year, if I would return for thum.bl__wd"ﬁb
To this I assented and then went between 40 & BO u::l.‘]gnﬂ H;;
(p«148] into the :_Lntarinyar Kentucky, having heard that there /
‘was a large party ready to attempt thelr escaps, if they had
& leadsr to direct their movements. I travelled by night
resting by day, and at length reached Bourbon County, the
place where I expected to find these psople. After a delay
of about a week, spent in discusasing plans, making arrange- l,-""'

3

Jrl
ments, and other matters, 1 found that thare were anout 30 ‘f"’

ﬁﬂllxil:tﬂﬂ. from different States, who wers disposed to make



the attempt. At length, on a Saturday night, we started. /
The agony of parting can bs bettsr conceived than dsacribed;
as in thelr cass, usbands were leaving wivea, mothers their
children, and chlldren their parents. This at first sight
will appear .ut-ringu. and even incredible, but, whan we take
into consldsration the fact, that at any time they were liable
to bs separatad by being sold to what sare termed "nigger
tradars ," and ths probablility that such an svent would take

P lace, it will, I think, cease to excite any !u.r]:rinu. a;‘— é%p‘-""

We succesded in crossing the 'ﬂ'h.ln Hhar [p..‘HE! in safety,

and arrived in Cincinnati the 3rd night after our rinpl.rtu.ﬂ. .

e e R it

Here we procured assistance; and, after stopping a :hurt '@m 30}‘
time to rest, wa utlrtud for Riemond, lnd., this is a tmlrn

which had been settled by Quakers, and there we found friends

indded, who at once helped us om our way, without loss of time;
and after a difficult journey of 2 weeks, through the -i}_?%w
nass Hnuhud’_?g_l_g_du, 0., & town on the Southwestern shore of
Lake Erie, and there we took passags for Canada, which we
reached in safaty. I then went home to my family, taking with
me, & part of this largs party, the rest finding thelr friends
scattered in other towns, x x X X X X ' “"'}J
Chapter XVII. 5__}- ?ﬁ:’-’-‘“

lp.150] Second Journey on the Underground Railroad. |

I remained at home, working on my farm, until the next
autumn, scon after which time 1 had promised to assist in
the restoring to liberty the friends of James Lightfoot, x x
In pursuance of this promise, I agaln started on my long

Journey into Kentueky.
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gn my way, that strange occurrence harpensed, cal&d the, Ud:l
great meteoric shower. x x x ([p.151] I reached Lanca¥ter,'Ohio,

in the morning x x x Hl.bf“"lj
Pt

On arriving at Portsmouth, in the State of Ohlo, I had

& Vary nDArTow u&mppe from being detected. x x x I reached

—
Purtumnutl}\in thes morning, and waited until 2 in the after-
noon for the steamboat, so that I might not arrive in
Kaysville ti1ll after dark. While in the town I was obliged
to resort to a strategem, ln order to avoid belng cuestionsd
by the Kentucklans 1 saw in the place. %o this I procurred
somaé dried leaves, put them into a e¢loth and bnunﬂ it all
_L-_'_-—-u.
round my face, reachlng nearly to my eyes, nnd pretendad to
e —— i .
[p.152] be so serlously affectsd in my head and testh as not
to be abls to speak. x x x I sucoesdsd 1n avoiding any u%ﬂ_;l.
Pleasant consequences. I got on board the boat and reached o

Maysville EKy. in the evening, about a fortnight from th% :

tima I had left Canada.
Cn landing a wonderful providence happensd toc me. Tre
2nd peracn 1 mat in the streaat was Jnff&rﬂnn Lightfoot,

bmtlmr of the :Jam_aa Lightfoot previously mentioned, and omfe
of thu: paﬁ" whoe had promisad to escapa i1f 1 would assist

them. Ya astated that they were still determined to make the
attempt and the following Saturday night was named to

lp.153 ] put it into execution, and preparationa for the journay
were at once commenced. The reason why Saturday nlght was
ehosen on this and the previous cccasion was, that from not
having to labor on the next day, and being allowed to visit
thelr families, they would not be missed until the time came



for thelr usual appearance in the field, at which period
they would be some 50 or 100 miles away. During the interval
I had to keep myself concealed by day, and used to mest them
by night to make the necessary arrangements.

For fear of being detected, they started off without
bidding thelir father or mother farewell, and then, in order
to prevent the hounds from following on our trail we seized

a skiff, a little below the city, and made our way down the
river. It was not the shortest way, but it was the Surpsty A
i i
1t was 65 miles from Maysville to Cincinnati, and :z_‘ !TS

thought we could reach that city before daylight, and then
take the stage to Sandusky. Our boat sprung a lsak before
we had got half way, and we [p.154) narrowly escaped being
drownsd; x x we then took another bost, but this detentlon

prevented us from arriving at Cincinnatl in time for the stage.

Day broke upon us whan we were about 10 miles above the city,

and we were compellad to leays our boat from fear of being
apprehended. x x x we thought we would go on foot. When we
got within 7 miles of Cincinnati, we came to the Kiami River
and we could not reach the city without crossing it.

This was & great barrier to us, for the water appeared
to be deep, and we were afraid to ask the loan of a boat x x
We went lst up and then down the river, x x x I then said
X x x, "Boys, lst us go up the river & try again." We started,
and after going abofit @ mile we saw a cow come out [p.155] ?'E; W
& wood, and going to the river x x The cow remained WE""L ﬂ:‘f’n
we approachad her within a rod or two; she then walked into

the river, and went straight ecross without swimming, which



caused me to remark, "The Lord sent that ecow to show us where
to cross the riverl™ This has always seemed to me to be a
very wonderful event.

Having urged our way with considerable hasty we were
literally saturated with parspiration, though it was snowing

at the time, x x x x x x there was a large quantity of lce

—

h}_‘_ﬂ__n_ river. But as 1t was a question of life or death with
us, there was no time left for reasoning; I therefore ad-
vanced- they reluctantly following the youngest [p.l15:) of
the Lightfoots ere we had reached midway of the river, was
.mﬂin violent contraction of the limbs, which prevented
further self-exertion on his part, he was therefore carried
the remainder of the distance. Aftsr resorting to -m
friction he partially recovered, and we proceeded on uurﬁ Juurn-:_L

s

We resched Cineinnati about slaven on Sunday morning=- too late

for the stage that day; but having found some friends, we hid

ourselves until ¥onday evening, when we recommenced our long
and tollsome journey, through mud and rain and snow, towards
Canada. We had increassed our distance about 100 miles,

by going out of our road to get smong the Suakers. [The boy
gut. iurla and had to be carried on a kind of litter]).

(p. 15"] He x begged to be left in some secluded spot, to die
flone x xx With wery considerable reluctance we acceded to
his request and laid him in a ':_‘h_nl_targ_ﬂ place. x x X

P ——————

We had not, however, proceeded more than £ miles x x x when

one of the bmthnﬂ of the dying man made & sudden stop,

S

and expressed his inability to proceed whilst he had the
conscicusness that he bad left his brother to perish, x x
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x x x [They all raturnad to the ain]:: ¢ man, then set out

i =1 1 == e

again, and saw a wagon. "When I came up with the driver,

1 pade him good day. He said, "Where 1s thee going?"

"To Cansda.” I saw his coat, heard his thee and thou, %
set him down for a WYuaker. I therefore plainly told him

our c¢ircumstances. BHe at once stoppred his horses, and ex-
pressed his willingness to assist us. x x x

[p.159] Immediately on viewing the sufferer he was moved to

tears, and without delay turned his horses' heads to proceed

in the direction of his home, although he had intended to

g

go to a distant market with a load of produce for sale. The

raua:}t!.un We me mut ﬂith from the kanr s famlly overjoyed our

=i — s ———

. ——

hearts, x x x

We remained with this happy family for the night, and

received from them every kindness. It was arranged that the
hoy should remain behind urtll x x x he should recover. We

were kindly provided by them with a sack of biscult and a

Jolnt of meat and once more set our faces in the direction of
Lake Erie. [Met a_white man) x x @:lﬁli_l_; We travelled in
company and found that his fpresence “a_nr signal service

to us in delivering us out of the hands of the slave-hunters

who were now on our track, x x x We had resolved on reaching

the lake, a distance of 40 miles, by the following murn:l.ng; EA"

we, therefore, walked all night. Mﬁf&

Just as the day was breaking, we reached a wayside t“u_a,n.n_,l

immediately contiguous to the lake, and our white cnmpnni::-n



I L ¢
@ Just as our breakfast was ready whilst half aslsep

and half awake, an Impression came forcibly upon me that
danger was nigh, and that 1 must at once leave the house.
il %
I fmrediately urged my companions to follow me [iﬁ'._iﬁll out,
e i — - - :
[they did] x xx We retired to the yard at the side of the-
house X x Presently we heard the tramping of horses, and were

at once warned of the necessity of secreting ourselves. We

crept beneath a pile of bushes x x which permitted a full

view of the road. The horsemen came to a dead stop at the

door of the house, and commenced thelr inquiries; my companions
at once recognized the parties on horseback, and whisperad

their names to me x x x OCOur white friend proceedad to the

door in advance of the landlord, x x He was at once inter-
rogeted by the slave hunters whether haw;i had seen &ny "
negroes pass that way. He sald, yes, he thought he hac _-LW"W
Their number, was demanded, and they were told about s x,h&
that they were proceeding in the direction of Detrolt, and f.-'
that tl\ZI\might be some few miles on the road. They x x X
were sobn out of sight. (Went into the houss and took break-

fast quickly] After what had tramspired, the landlord b ﬂ‘,@

acquainted with our eircumatances, and at once offered to uji'i}_
"': &
il

us in his boat scross to Canada. We were happy snough to have

.

such an offer, and soon the white sall of our little bark was
laying to the wind, and we wers gliding along on our way
with the land of liberty in rfull view. Words cannot describe
the feslings experienced by my companions as they neared
the ahore; their bosoms were swelling with ilnexpressible joy

a® they mounted the seas of the boat, ready, sagerly, to



[ Aﬁ‘&' .

spring tgﬁlﬁﬁi’fnrnurd, that they might touch the soll of
the freeman. And when they reached the shore, they danced

and wept for joy, and kissed the earth on which they first /
gepped, no longer the Slave-but the Free.
After the lapse of & few months, on one joyous Sabbath

morning, I had the happiness of clasping the poor boy we had

left in the kind care of the Wuaker, no longer attenuated
in frame, but robust and healthy, and surrounded by his family.
XXxX
It is one of the greates sources of my happiness to know,
that by similar means to those above narrated, 1 have been
instrumental in delivering one bundred and eighteen human
beings out of the cruel and merciless grasp of the slave- r
holder. |

Mr. Frank Taylor, the owner of the lightfoots, x x x
gsoon after he missed his slaves, fell 11l x x x; but, on re-
Eﬂvuring [p.164 ] he was persuaded by his friends to free ths

n

remainder of the family of the Lightfoots, which he ﬂt{IEF

length did; and, after a short lapse of time, they nl:fl }J
¥ o

x x in Canada, where they are now living. ffj g AA
e
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