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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

Kentucky
COUNTY:

Kenton
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE JUN 24 W4

|1. NAME

Hearne House
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Same
{2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER;

500 Garrard Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Covington
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

06
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

Kentucky 21 Kenton .117
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

I I District ^ Building

I I Site Q Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
[X Private

□ Both

Public Acquisition: 
n In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

XI Occupied 
1 1 Unoccupied 
r~l Preservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

[X Restricted 
I I Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
1 1 Commercial 
I I Educational 
rn Entertainment

I I Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
[XI Privote Residence 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

□ Trons

CQVf-ff-
M. owner OF PROPERTY

OWNER’S NAME:

Mrs.Robert A. Sweetser
STREET AND NUMBER:

502 Garrard Street
V' >

CITY OR TOWN:

Covington

c<V

Kentucky
CODE

[sTTOCAtlON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Kenton Countv Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Third and Court Streets
Cl TY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Covington Kentucky 21
16. representation IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Survey of Historic Sites in Kentucky
DATE OF SURVEY; 1972 I I Federal K State [ I County □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Wapping Street

to

CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort
STATE:

Kentucky



7, DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent Q Good ^ Fair

(Check One)

I I Deterioroted I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
r?fl Altered I 1 Unaltered

(Check One)
n Moved 0 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At one time the focal point of a large estate, the Hearne House com­
manded an imposing position between the river and the town, with the 
Licking River on the east within a quarter of a mile of its juncture with 
the Ohio, and the broad, extended vista from the town center along Fifth 
Street on the west.

The two-and-one-half story, red-brick home constructed in 1874 has 
anachronistically simple massing, evoking a Georgian model. Although 
no bays or other elements break the outline or wall surfaces, the first- 
floor window heads and enriched door treatment have mid-Victorian, 
Italianate plasticity. The stilted segmental hoodmolds of the second 
story, however, betray their actual date. The roof line cornice contains 
widely overhanging eaves decorated with brackets and a frieze punctuated 
by the attic windows.

Approximately twenty years ago the house interior was significantly al­
tered when the house was converted from a private residence to apart­
ments. However, the rooms are in good repair. Still visible is joinery 
typical of the mid-Victorian period with fine woods and excellent floors. 
The elaborately paneled sliding doors separate the front rooms on both 
sides and intricate plaster ceiling medallions.

To the rear of the house, on the southeast corner of the lot, is a carriage 
house, extensively altered, where the owners presently reside.
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

S’.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

*^*"feentucky
COUNTY

Kenton
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

JUN 2 4 HT4
(Ntanber ai/ entrlee)

7. Description (Continued) Page Two

The house is located on a rather narrow strip of land between Garrard 
Street and the extremely steep bank of the Licking River. The house 
itself is built quite close to the street and, although an independent 
block with originally much land on either side, the front is treated as a 
mere facade: the sides are very plain compared to the ornamented and 
belted front.

The abruptness of the drop down to the river is emphasized dramatically 
by a gazebo, probably constructed late in the 19th century, which is 
perched on the edge of the bluff. It is octagonal in plan, with longer 
sides entered from the land and facing across the river. It is supported 
on stilts away from the cliff-face. Bold bracketed posts uplift a 
sweeping concave eight-sided 15-foot-high roof topped by High Victorian 
Gothic wrought-iron cresting. Although in somewhat poor condition, 
the gazebq located on axis and about 20 feet behind the house, forms 
an integral part of the complex of house and carriage house.

Note that the details of the facade have a high Victorian Romanesque 
flavor, particularly the stylized capitals, similar to several other examples 
in Covington.

In spite of the closing off of some suites of rooms as apartments and lack 
of maintenance, the interiors are in remarkably complete and unaltered 
condition. The very narrow central hall and shallow vestibule give little 
hint of the splendors of the formal rooms.

To the right are double parlors linked by a segmental arch $iow filled in). 
Mid-Victorian marble roxmd-arched mantels are surmounted by handsome 
mirrors of somewhat more angular detail. There is also a series of 
friezesj cornice moldings, and ceiling medallions—some probably from 
the original scheme of 1874, others perhaps from a redecoration about 
the late 1880s. An antechamber across the hall features a frieze and 
medallion of heartily naturalistic morning-glories entwined with grapes.
Its mahogany mantel inset^ith bronze plaques of male figures clad in 
elaborate Teutonic armor a la Diirer is echoed in still grander form in 
the dining room. There the mantel is enriched not only with multiple 
shelves, but by a colored-glass window deeply recessed in the wall 
above, the sides of whose niche are bevelled mirrors creating a 
startling effect. This end of the dining room was apparently extended 
out beyond the block of the house and redecorated about the same time as 
the parlors: a Lincrusta dado, painted ceiling, green-and-gold panelled 
doors and woodwork, and hand-blocked wall-paper with pastoral landscapes

GPO 921.724



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Kentucky
COUNTY

Kenton
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

JUN 2 41BW
(Number all entriea)

7. Description (Continued) Page Three

seem to date from just before the turn of the century. Otiier rooms are 
said to retain the original mantels and woodwork.

GPO 921.724



(B. SIGNIFICANCE
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ I Pre-Columbion' CD 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
Pn 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATElSI (II Applicable and Known) 1874
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal O Educotion Q Political

□ Prehistoric Q Engineering Q Religion/Phi.

□ Historic □ Industry losophy

□ Agriculture Q Invention (□ Science

Architecture [5§ Landscape Q Sculpture

im Art Architecture Q Sociol/Humon-

^ Commerce □ Literature itorion

□ Communications q Military □ Theater

□ Conservotion Q Myjic Q Tronsportotion

QQ Urban Planning 
n Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The owner-builder of Hearne House was Jonathan David Hearne, a promi­
nent nineteenth-century businessman and civic leader in the greater 
Cincinnati area. Among other important positions, Hearne served as 
Director of the Covington and Cincinnati Suspension Bridge Company and 
was responsible for the execution of John A. Roebling's bridge across the 
Ohio, completed in 1866. He was also President of the Cincinnati and 
Newport Iron and Pipe Company and President of the Third National Bank, 
which survives as the Fifth Third Bank. Frcn!inl872 to 1873 he served as 
a member of the Covington City Council.

Hearne was born August 7, 1829, in Bourbon County, and came to the 
Covington area around 1861. He was a close personal friend of Jesse 
Grant, who lived a short distance away on Greenup Street and was the 
father of President U. S. Grant. Hearne was a pallbearer at Jesse 
Grant's funeral, attended by the President.

In conclusion, Hearne House is important in that it was the home of one 
of Covington's most noted citizens of the late nineteenth century. The 
exterior, relatively unaltered since its construction, represents a hand­
some combination of several architectural styles. In addition, its 
location at the head of a major roadway approach to a nearby district 
already listed on the National Register makes it an exceptionally out­
standing visual element related to the revitalization of this area of 
Covington.
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f9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Biographtcal Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati: J. M. Armstrong 
and Company, 1878.

Cincinnati Historical Society Collection of J. D. Hearne Memorabilia. 
City Atlas of Covington, Kentucky. Philadelphia: G. M. Hopkins, 1877. 
Eilerman, Charles B. Historic Covington. Covington: Charles B. 

Eilerman, 1973.

GEOGRAPHfCAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW Q • m o • »

NE 0 » • o » »

SE O t « o » ■

SW Q » » o • »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: l0SS thS.!! t6Il 3.C1T0S

LATITUDE AND LONGIT jdE COORDINATES
DEFINING Thti ctNTZR POIN 1 OF A PrtOPERTY

OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

O > ■

39 05 12
Degrees Minutes Seconds 

o » »

84 30 20

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUI^^^ ^Q^^IHgA^ES

COUNTY

COUNTY:

N May 2 p

CODE COUNTY:
-*/o i~

ffi: 76rM PREPARED BY

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mr. Charles B. Eilerman. Policy Advisor
ORGANIZATION

Office for Policy and Management August 24, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

The Capitol
CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCATlOH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedbres set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State □ Local ^

Kentucky
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register,

Name

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST: f

Title State Historic Preservation Officjer 

May 15, 1974 __________ Date

Keeper of The national Register
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PROPERTY STATE

WORKING NUMBER S', 7^ ^6/
TECH REVIEW

PHOTOS__ 2.

MAPS ___j_
z.

7tdoaaa&

CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL DR IAN

S’- AccsprCMityi hA-ngn 5/ec/- dv
------ <flU£.T7^ Cjf

ARCHEOLOGIST

^ OASliM) ^ •
_____

1

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
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BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

-

National Register Write-up f!
Federal Register entry CLuj^,,ycf 1^1^

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered
JUH 2 4m
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The CHRISTOPHER GIST Historical Society

'\

V
tl6 EAST FOURTH STREET / COVINGTOM, KY. 41011

October 3 1973

Uaillnff Addrtai

«. C. rXCLAIM 4614 OeCOuaSEY 4VE COVINOrONt KV.41019

Horthem Kentucky Chamber of Connerce 
Mr. Vfalter Dunlevy, Vico Pros.
223 Scott Street,
CoTlngton, Kentucky. '

Dear Hr. Dunleryt

At a meeting of the Board of Management of the 

Chrlotopher Gist Historical Society, it was decided that the Society would 

not oppose the location of tho bridge at Fifth Street -C'-'f

_ ♦ . “ 'V. •The Heame house at 5OO Garrard St. lAich irtTi
■ •■-'-f'v-i-.S’." •

be sacrificed, is a fair example of Georgian orohitcoturo, and was hotso ‘

1 '

• •

to prominent citizens of tho cotmmnity, never acquired eny hlfftorical
. . V,

prominence. Therefore the Soclrty supports your position of favoring 5th

Btroot as tho best location for tho crossing.

.. .Tours voiy truly.

I'/'V.;' 9.

/
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‘ ^ •

The Christopher Cist Ellotorloal Sociorty 
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

Kentucky Heritage Commission
CORNER IN CELEBRITIES 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

^siliTr
RtcMO 

register^

in]£

I am pleased to transmit National Register Nomination Forms 
for Hearne House, 500 Garrard Street, Covington, Kenton County, 
Kentucky. This nomination has the unanimous approval of the 
Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board, and as State Historic 
Preservation Officer, I recommend it be entered on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

An early approval of this nomination will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Eldred W. Melton 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer
May 20, 1974
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

Kentucky Heritage Commission
CORNER IN CELEBRITIES 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601

Mrs. Kate Cole
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 ”L” Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. ,

Dear Kate:

No sooner did we finally submit a few forms than I went to see 
the Hearne House itself (in company with Ernest Holz) and discovered 
unproclaimed delights: the actual site, the gazebo, the interiors.
Enclosed are suggested additions to the form which can, I hope, be j
included.

It would be very helpful if the Hearne House form could be 
pushed through fast, if possible even during this fiscal year. The 
owner has finally come around to considering "improving" the property, 
which has been almost totaUy neglected (although the owners live in 
the coach-house adjacent) for at least a decade, in the expectation that 
it would be condemned for a bridge. Although it is not clear now whether 
the bridge will go through at that location or not, the owner wants to 
raise the property’s value, if only for higher condemnation price and 
in response to a very active local movement to preserve the house 
permanently. But we could certainly contribute a good deal as far as 
the authenticity--and-taste—.ol the rehabilitation goes if a federal 
grant were supplied. Finally, the sooner the better as far as the status 
of the property goes; I had to state that it was onlyppending at a meeting 
last week with Ernest Holz, local preservationists, and federal and 
state highway department officials.

As Mrs. Melton puts it, a slight trickle of water has begun to emerge 
from the ice-block of National Register forms here: be prepared for an 
avalanche.’

Cordially,

Walter E. Langsam 
Assistant Director

May 29, 1974
V-'J





MARTHUt? L, SCHMIDT
69TH DiSTRtCT. CAMPBELL COUNTY 
134 Winters Lane 

.Colo Spaing. Kentucky 
41076 ^

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

HOUSE OF Representatives

FRANKFORT. KENTUCKY 
40601

June 21, 1974

The Honorable Rodgers C, E, Morton 
Secretary, Department of the Interior 
C Street, Between l8th & 19th Streets NW,
Washington, D.C, 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Many public officials and citizens in Northern Kentucky and 
Cincinnati have been working since I967 for the construction of the 
bridge over the Licking River between Newport and Covington, Kentucky.
Last night, at what we hoped would be the last public hearing necessary, 
we were infonned that the so called Jonathen Hearn House, 5th Street, 
Covington, Kentucky is about to be placed on the National Registry 
of Historical Places,

This building is an old, run-down boarding house that has 
less historical value than this paper. I find it hard to believe that 
the Department of the Interior can place a building on the Historical 
Registry without the public ever being notified.

Would you please investigate the methods, especially in Kentucky, 
for placing bmldings on the Registry. The tremendoxis delay and additional 
burden on the taxpayers, when a building on the Registry must be moved 
or demolished, must be considered. In this partic\alar case, it is obvious 
that behind the scene manevivering designed to delay or prohibit the 
construction of the bridge is \ising the Hearn House as part of their 
tactics.

Would you please reply as soon as possible and if I can provide 
any additional information, please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Arthur L. Schmidt
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M. GENE SNYDHR 
4th DtarmCT. Kentucky

TOMMTTTEES: 
PUBUC WORKS 

MERCHANT MARINE ANDFISHERIES

Congress of the united States
House of Representatives 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

June 24, 1974

Dr. Ernest A. Connally 
Associate Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Connally:

I appreciate your consideration 
and understanding during our telephone 
conversation today.

In connection with the Hearne 
House matter, I am enclosing an article 
from the local daily paper which will 
give you some idea of local opinion.

MGS:mj t 
Enclosure

M. Gene/Snyde

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS

>5^
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Dr. E.A. Connaly 
June 24, 1974 
Page 2
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better expresses our basic concern. Our only request is that 
the historic designation of the Hearne House be fully reviewed 
as to its authenticity.

Sincerely yours, 

CURE

lizard L. Dickman.Ri^fhard L. Dickman, 
Executive Director

Enclosures 2
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NORTHERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE
Office of the President

June 24, 1974

pu
o-.rf^

Dr. Ernest A Connally •
Associate Director of National Parks -v’ .
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Connally:

I am writing this letter, not only in my capacity as Presifient of Northern 
Kentucky State College, but also'in my capacity as Professor of History 
with an earned doctorate in the field of American Social History from the 
University of Rochester.

I am much concerned that the Hearne House in Covington has been placed 
on the National Registry of Historical Places; thus preventing the building 
of a long-planned and much needed bridge across the Liciing River between 
Covington and Newport. True, the Hearne House is an example of Georgian 
architecture, but there are numerous examples in the area , several of 
which are being preserved and it simply does not make sense to disrupt 
the possibilities of inner-city development by making this house that sacred.
I believe that if you checked with competent historians at our institution 
that you would find that I reflect the feeling of my colleagues as well as 
my personal viewpoint. I am somewhat surprised that actions of this nature 
are taken without references to the only highly trained professionals in the area.

I am told that it is necessary for you to remove this house from the list 
within the next few days in order to prevent the permanemt forestalling of 
construction of this sorely needed bridge. Ihere are odh' tw’O small bridges 
between these two Kentucky cities in this populous area-one of these is a 
toll bridge and the other is to be torn up soon for repairs We have a quarter 
of a million in this metropolitan area on the Kentucky siie of the Ohio. It is 
the second most populous urban center in Kentucky. I d® not believe that the 
importance of the Hearne House in any way warrants the catastrophic damage 
it would do to long projected plans for the building of this necessary bridge.

Sincerely,

Frank Steely 
President

Highland Heights, Kentucky 41076 Telephone; T81-2600
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Date Entered JUN 2 4SW

Name Location

Also Notified
Hon. Marlow V. Cook
Boa. Walter D. Haddlaatoo
Boa, Marioa 6. Sajtar
Regional Director. Southeast Region

\pE„__ MMott/row 7/5/74

State Blatorlc Freoarvatioa Officer
Mrs. mrod W. Melton
Dlreeter
Keataelqr Horitsio CMmiaaiOB 
401 Vappiag St. 
rronkfmrt, Keataek^ 40601
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WASO-9 
(Nov. 1966)

Dr. Connally

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE

FOLLOW-UP SLIP Date June 25, 1974

Ernie Holtz of the Advisory Council made us aware several months ago 
that a proposed bridge and highway, in Covington, Kentucky, would affect 
the RT-'TprgTdp Tirivp Hi.atnric District and“house one block outside the 
Districtr~nominated in May 1974 by the State as the^earne House.

Correspondence from the State (enclosed in the nomination) resulted in 
expediting the nomination, which was approved by the staff and signed 
by me as acting Keeper of Friday, June 21. After the nomination had 
been prepared to be sent to you for signing, I had a conversation with 
Bill Tanner in Congressman Snyder's office. We discussed delaying the 
nomination, but since the procedures for the Federal Highway Administration 
would be the same whether the property was listed or only eligible,
Mr. Tanner agreed with my view that it would be better to complete the 
nomination rather than leave it in limbo.

On Monday morning, June 24, I took the nomination to Dr. Mortensen for 
signature. No notification's have been sent to Congress of the State.

(continue on next page)

KOT TO BE FILED Signature

/

After speaking to you about the nomination, a George Hoffman from the 
Kentucky Highway Department called to inquire why the Hearne House was 
being listed in the National Register. I explained the procedures and 
called his attention to its architectural significance. He admitted 
that -the interior was particularly interesting, although not unique in 
the area. He indicated that the local authorities were unhappy about 
the nomination and felt that listing the house would completely stop the 
bridge project, since the local people had already Indicated that they 
would not allow the house to be moved or permit any other alternative.

Shortly after speaking to Mr. Hoffman, the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Mrs. James Melton, called to inquire about the status of the 
nomination. I Indicated that it was waiting final approval (although 
Dr. Mortensen had already signed it). Mrs. Melton said that the nomination 
had raised quite a furor locally and that she may have put the State

NOT TO BE FILED

(continue on next page)

Signatur*

/ F'V

dead set on preventi^ thre^2flS\f°tr'b ir*^ P^®servatipj4 are 
connector that will bisect f J ^"‘^I'^de a
that It was not acceptable to move the house^^'^*^' indicated
alterative acceptable that
hiaH ^ its only S Leal nofTfii‘’^^torlc
highway and bridge. Mrs. MeltonLaid thuF P°iitlcfans who want the 
the governor's office in a few days when^LttuLn'L^LLo^: LL^L^n^

Signal ra___£%uA
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Bonorable Arthur L. Schaddt 
Kentucky Bouse of RepresmtstiTes 
Frankfort, Kentucky 1|0601

'' -•# '-V -.- =?
AVi ..

Dear Mr. Scbsldt: -,'v

- V.

'» ■ V n .

Secretary of the Interior Morton has aeked ne to acknowledge your 
letter of June 21 concerning the Jooathen Beam House in Covington, 
Kentucky, and the placing of historic huUdings on the national 
Register of Historic Places.
Ite appreciate your Interest in this natter and will provide you a 
reply at our earliest opportunity.

T. ■

% '■

Sincerely yours ^

‘■">v fionald H. Walker

S:V'-. -
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PHILLIP E. KING
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ts W. SOUTHERN AVENUE 
CoviNOTON, Kentucky 41015

TILSPHOME 431-0170

s#:fV.

.'^ 'r-
m

:

Commonwealth of Kentucky 
House of Representatives

64th District 
Kenton County

June 26, 1974

“Dr. Ernest A. Connally
Assistant Director of National Parks 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

.»'• '

Re: , The Jonathan David Hearne Home 
500 Garrard Street 
Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky

)
‘rr.

Dear Dr, Connally:

I am informed that the above captioned home is presently being considered 
by you for listing in the National Registry of Historic Places and I wish to go on 
record as being opposed thereto. %

Covington is located at the juncture of the Licking River where it joins the 
Ohio and came into being as a river town in the latter part of the Eighteenth Cen­
tury. It is typical of many of the older cities in the United States, containing many 
old structures which have deteriorated to the point of becoming blighted property. 
The Hearne House was built in 1874 by Jonathan David Hearne. It does not have 
any historic significance from the viewpoint of the builder or any others having a 
genuine place in history. The house is in a very poor condition of repair and 
presently occupied as sub-standard tenements. It is located on the edge of an 
area sufficiently blighted to motivate the razing of most of the buildings and 
construction of a public playground and public housing project several years ago. 
While there is some disagreement, architects, engineers and historians concede 
that the Hearne House is not particularly outstanding as an example of architectural 
design of any particular style. Basically, it simply represents an old dwelling in 
an old era.

a

During 1967 various public and quasi-public officials caused machinery to be 
set in motion to construct a new bridge connecting Covington and Newport, Kentucky, 
in close proximity to an existing 4th Street Bridge. The Kentucky Bureau of High­
ways progressed a study, preliminary design and held a public hearing on the in­
volved corridor on June 20, 1974. I believe that this was the sixth public hearing
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it:
Dr. Ernest A. Connally --
Assistant Director of National Parks 
Washington, D. C. 20240

. ■. KW-' ■,v'-«'-.A^-w.:'. F¥

on the project since 1967 and the third since 1970, after it -was generally made 
public that the Hearne House would be affected by the construction of the new 
bridge.

Mr. Charles Eilerman revealed the present status of the Hearne House 
at the public hearing held June 20th and I must state that I was totally indignant 
at the manner in which the matter of the Hearne House had been handled by those 
instrumental therein, I conversed with Mrs. Eldred Milton, Executive Director 
of the Kentucky Heritage Commission, on June 21st and she recounted the progress 
to me directly from her files. Briefly, Mr. Charles Eilerman completed the 
application form for the National Registry and presented it to her predecessor, 
Mrs. Simeon Willis. The applicant failed to disclose the controversial nature of 
the Hearne House to the members of the Kentucky Heritage Commission and the 
six members of its "State Review body" or anyone connected therewith. There 
was no public hearings on the matter and the conclusion must be drawn that the 
omission was intentional and that the Hearne House would not be before you for 
if an opportunity had been afforded those desiring construction of the bridge. In 
fact, Mrs. Milton assured me that she would take steps to delay approval by the 
National Registry and afford interested persons a fair public hearing. I trust 
that she has contacted your office.

It is my firm opinion that the planned bridge should become a reality. The 
volume of traffic and inter-dependence of the downtown areas of Newport, Cov­
ington and Cincinnati will be greatly served by the project. There is a definite 
public need and the benefits to be derived sufficiently off-set the minimal loss of 
property, whether considered from the viewpoint of tax revenue or historic value.

Opponents of the project have been dormant until recently in respect to the 
Hearne House. Further, the historic significance of this dwelling does not counter­
balance-the economic loss, safety and inconvience to the motoring public that will 
result from abandonment of this project.

Accordingly, I urge you and officials of the Department of Interior to reject 
the application in regard to the Hearne House. As an alternative to rejection, I 
urge you to remand the matter to the Kentucky Heritage Commission for further 
consideration.

I
'■i' '
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Dr. Ernest A. Connally
Assistant Director of National Parks
Washington, D. C. 20240

}Mr':. '

'r:

June 26, 1974

:"V‘

Thanking you for your consideration and cooperation in this matter.
I am

Sincerely,

Phillip E. King

■a.

PEK:ca

cc: The Honorable Walter "Dee" Huddleston
United States Senator

The Honorable John Breckinridge 
United States Congressman

The Honorable M, Gene Snyder 
United States Congressman

Advisary Council on Historic Preservation

The Honorable Billy Paxton, Commissioner 
Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Highways

Mrs. Eldred Milton 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Heritage Commission

Mr. R. A. Walsburger 
District Engineer 
Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Highways

Mr. James M. Ward, Jr., Chairman
Transportation Committee
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
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June 26, 1974

Dr. Ernest A. Connally
Assistant Director of National Parks
Washington, D. C. 20240

cc: Mr, Walter Dunlevy
Executive Vice President 
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
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BooonU* M. 0«M Soydtr 
Boum of BBproMatotivea 
Vmahiugtoa, D.C.

»i4
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Dear Mr. Sogrdn*:

I M ploaaod to ocknooledgo jour letter of Jum 2% cooeerttiag 
nmlnation of tbe Beane Hooee in Covington, Keoteekar, to the 
Hational legister of Bletorie Places.

We appreciate your interest in this natter and viU proride you 
a r^glj at our earliest opportaai^.

Sincerely yours^

Ronald H. Walker

■:-4' ’.--S

Bonald H. Uaiker 
Director

cc:LS (2) ) w/c of inc.
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law t0 idesfeify all «f th» enltaral svi

Eraoet Allen ConnaHy 

Issociatei

cc:
mn. ELdred V. Melton 
Diroctor
Kestncky Heritage CoeadesloB 
kai Street
Traaakftort, Snstackj 1|0601 )e/c of lac.

'•X*

, /r— • . - . .

Nr, Bdmrt 7. Crecco 
Office of Coawwrr Affairs 
Dqpartnent of Traasg^oartatlon 
Vaatlagton, D.C. 20590 >v/c of lac.

Regional Director, Southeast Region )w/c of inc.
Director’s Residing File 
DI 
P 
PH 
DG 
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IS )
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Hr. riiUllp K. Kin,% 
Attorney at Liv 
15 «a>Jt Scutiiera Avenue 
Covin'? ton, Kentucky A1015

Dear ;fr. Kiuf>t

,5

A.
■ t
f

Thnak you for your recent letter concarniny. the I'earee Doueo la 
Coviurrton, lUnitsscky,

The T-.earna Touse tos nocilnetad to the :;,itiooal Register by the State 
thr«'u'’h the i'titte Matoric kreaervatlon Officer cni waa entered 
in die betlcnai liegistar oa Juste 24, 1>74, The enclosed leaflet 
deacriles the I’ctloaol Reiristcr profroT-i, "ach I’ationai Kecitcer 
jujaination rtiiat i o approved by a level State rcvlcn-7 cotniittec
coru>ooed of Uiistorimia, arckitecta, arcucoicbists and other tllscl- 
plit-.cis as eppropriata ?>cIore it Is sirued by tha State historic 
Fresarvatlon Oliicer and tor-rfarued to tijc i-'etioaol I'ark Service.
The lecinion by to* Statu revlc?J cotv’ittee trust bn t-rdo purely on 
i/ltsthcr the pronerty snpr.ara to t*eet t;;:tional Tcftletnr cid-tcria.
A controversy ot'er propos<«l davelopnent vhicn tiay affect the pro­
perty s!;ould not be « factor nor should It prccltido the ncc-ilnatloo 
of a property. The pfraination receiver another prafoKslonul reviev 
by tbe Katicaal Fark Service betora it is entered in rna i;ational 
Ecglatcr.

Tlv? National Frpister rhould provide a crnspleta Hot of the Satlon’s 
calt^irai resources of I'anlonnl, State rnd local al-'nlficarsce, v'jich 
to.~2tl-.or pive an area its censa of place and i.iatory, nnJ
sIsOuld assist piarmers In uakln.'? the v.ost Inteilipent choices In 
nny proposed tsc'veioprreut. rr.n deterlorate-d condition of a property 
1g cot ordinarily a factor ia deterssinxi','; its olisibillty for Inclu- 
eioa In tha Satiotial r-epintcr.

Under Section lOG of the 1 ntlonal Klstorlc Preser\>'atIon Act of 1966, 
bsi'oro an apcncy of the Fe-i«ral fovcr»T;’’cuc nay fund, license, or 
esectite a project w’lich nay Ivjva an effect oa a rational Kep.lster
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nro..ttT. th. Mvl,ory Cornell oa t-l.totlc "oser^tlM ™.t k. •
i'-'wr. ru or-ortuaity to consent 0!i tr^ pr«r«*-iJ-» i- t-» ■
'tone ?re5.comtlon oefleor is not nvziro ot a v.rop«rtT.

*1 r' i3 c*sa the i oonrcnr’nt ot TranKportati^n, Swi-i . 
ti r /iMllty ,m^.r r.i.ral low to identity .11
rclonrcZ in the ot . fterone i ore,net. . or oor. to o^^lon oa
t^o -trarr^uat oi: TrOiu:r.ornatiaa s cG;-liaacc vith t.e - v,oua
y.n’» '^-o-rrrrcs In re-an to the i fcarna ho-iaa, you ciay visa to ^

'/n= •.•c!'»te.r ■inltn, flrottor, Ctilce ot Co...,.llnnc., to»*.oty 
CmncU on lilotorlo T'recervntlon. 1522 K Streot, ...o.. -olto 3 , 

T'ach.tn‘:.ton, i'.C, iV""'o.

l?e appreciate yoar iTiti'-rcut in th.is laattcr.

'Sincerely yours.

V?

-t ;;^

Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)

yillla!« J. hurtaph
Keeper o^ the national Keelatcr
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[HifnicD FISK • RINEHART & HALL • McALLISTER • STOCKWELL
ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS
121 EAST FOURTH STREET. COVINGTON. KENTUCKY 41011 
TELEPHONE (513) 421-2611

une 21, 1974

ADDISON H. CLIPSON 
HARLEY B. FISK, AIA 

JERRY L. KELTCH, AIA 
WILLIAM F. McAllister, pe 

D. KENNETH MEYER, AIA 
STANLEY A. PLATEK, PE 

WILLIAM R. RINEHART, AIA 
JOE STOCKWELU PE

Dr. Ernest A. Connally 
Associate Director 
National Parks 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

RE : Fifth Street Bridge
Covington/Newport, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Connally:

Much has been said as to the relative value of the "Hearn House" 
on Garrard Street, Covington, blocking the Fifth Street approach 
to the proposed Licking River Bridge.

I am not prepared to debate the relevancy of the house other 
than to say it is a dilapidated tenement house, undiscovered 
prior to the bridge proposal.

I do admire and respect our traditions, our history and our 
heritage, but I also look to our future.

The Arterial East-West Distributor Covington to Newport, 1-75 to 
1-471 is vital in the planned development of this community.

I urge you not to impede this development. The National Registry 
of Historic Buildings will not be any less significant by the 
omission_of the "Hearn House". '

Your^ :y truly.

HARLE^B. FISK, AIA PAR-^R

HBF/mad
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Billy Paxton
mxssmxQssi^SECRETARY

Commonwealth of Kentucky 
Department of Transportation

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
BUREAU OF HIGHWAYS

Wendell H. Ford 
Governor

BH.61.RKC

July 10, 1974

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1100 "L" Street Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 20240

J

SUBJECT: Kenton - Campbell Counties, U 320 
SP 59-6405-3L & SP 19-7036-lL 
Fifth Street Bridge 
Item No. 6-051.0

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As you may or may not be aware, the Kentucky Bureau of 
Highways is in the design stage of a project to construct a 
bridge over the Licking River between Covington and Newport in 
Northern Kentucky. The proposal to construct this project 
necessarily involves the taking of the Jonathan David Hearne 
Home in Covington. A local group has recently come to the 
forefront in an effort to save the Hearne Home from acquisition 
by the Kentucky Bureau of Highways. I was most distressed 
recently to find at a Highway Design Public Hearing that the 
home was being placed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
Subsequent checks by Bureau personnel have indicated this to be 
true.

The Bureau of Highways has in the past cooperated fully and 
made every attempt possible to minimize damage or avoid entirely 
structures placed on the National Register. We have always 
considered structures on this list to be of historical significance



Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Page Two 
July 10, 1974

and worthy of preserving; however, we feel that the placing of 
the Hearne Home on the National Register in such an expeditious 
manner is an attempt to use the National Register to stop a 
highway project rather than to preserve a house of historical 
significance. Local public input in the past and at the recent 
Public Hearing has indicated to us that the citizens of Northern 
Kentucky overwhelmingly support the project.

We are puzzled as to how the home qualified for the National 
Register since some local historic groups have attested to the 
fact that the home has no local historical significance. Local 
members of the American Institute of Architects have publicly 
stated that the home is of no particular architectural signifi­
cance. We will continue to work with the Department of Parks 
in preserving points of interest and would ask that the register 
be limited to those places of either local, state or national 
significance.

Very truly yours,

Billy Pax|;on, Secretary 
Department of Transportation
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tfr. Barlsy B. risk, AlA 
Fisk, Rlnetert 6 Ball, McAllister i 

StockHsll
Architects sad Engtnssrs 
121 East Fourth Strast 
Conrlagtsa, Kaatocky 41011

Dear Hr. Fiskt
Thaak yon for your recaat latter concerning the aominntioa of the 
flesrae Ihwas la Covington, Kentucky, to the Matlonal Register of 
H3G^orle Places.

The Hearns House vaa nealnated to the Rational Roister by the State 
through the State Historic Preservation Officer aad ms entered 
in the Hatiooal Register on June 24, 1974. The eaelmed leaflet 
describes the National Regiater prograe. Each Itetlonal Register 
Bonlaatlon uost be i^roved by a high level State revlav cooBlttee 
coBposed of historians, architects, archMlogists aad other disci­
plines as appropriate before It Is signed by the State Historic 
Preaervatlm Officer and forwarded to the Hatlonal Park Service.
The aoninatiim receives another professional review by the Rational 
Park Service before It Is entered la the Hatlonal Register.
The Hatlonal Raglater ahould provlda a cowplata list of the Hatlon'a 
cultural resources of Hstieoel, Ststs and local significance, 
which together give an area Ite unique seaae of place end history, 
aad should assist planmrs in asking tha aoat IntalUgmt choices 
In any propoaad develo|»ent. Undar Saetlon 106 of tha National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1^6, before an ng^oey of tha Federal 
govarouent nay faid, license, or execute a project which aay have 
an affect on a National Roister property, tha Advlmry Council 
on Historic Praaarvatlon anst be given an oppordmlty to caaaeat 
on the inropoaal. If tha State Historic Praaarvatlon Officer la 
not aware of a property, any Federal ^aacy, in this case the 
Departaent of Transportation, atlU has tha responsibility under

i-- •i-."

V
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Federal lew to Identify ell of the cultural resources In the area 
of a proposed project* ,? ■

■ • _•- >

Thank you for your izuiuiry.

Sincerely j^ura*

Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)
/ ■>,

WilllaBt J, ^t«Rh
Keeper of the National Register

■.--- ■ -. ■%, 
V-

&»eloKtre
cc! rfrs. Eldred W. Melton, Director, Kentucky Heritage CooDd.sslon, 

401 tapping Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 ) w/c Inc. 
Mr. Robert F. Crecco, Office of Consumer Affairs, Department 

of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590 )
FNP;C Shull:egj 7/9/74 
bcc: Regional Director, Southeast Region

« Director's Reading File 
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mn. CUM V.

i^rnc-;:. ,:uen Coimalij?

Glroetor

cc:Mrs. SldvWw. Maten 
Dixecioar
XssMv Barltae* Cosnisslcai 
1|Q1 liqpgpiiig Street
FrMkltrt, XftBtiiclqr M36QI )v/e of iae.

< Mr. Bobert T, Crecco 
\ Office of Ccammar Affairs 

Bspartanst of Xnau^ortatiai
•o or mouvortatxoi ^ ^ ^ .VesmagtoR, D.C. 20590 ht/c of lac,

I Regional Director, Southeast Region )w/c of inc.
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Mr. Phillip S. eiag 
Attomay at Law 
15 Vast Soatbara AvemM 
Cavlagtoa, Koatiielcy 41015
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Dmu: }^. Kii^t

ThnUc yait far yonr raccmt latter eoaeamlns tba Haama Heaaa la 
Corlagteaf Cai^aelcy. --------------------

'*1 ' ’

■, A

Tha Hearaa Booaa waa aowlnatad ta tha Satioaal Baglatar by tha State 
through the State Elatoric PreBarratlaa Officer ai^ oae ottered 
la the SetlODal Eegiatar an Jana 24» 1974. Tha aaeloaad laaflat 
docrlbea tha !!atlaaal Roister prasraau Each Matlmal Rcglater 
aoMiaatlon mat ba apprevad by a high level State ravlav coaaittee 
eoaposad of hlaterliM, arehitaeta* arcbael^leta aad ether dlacl- 
pllaaa aa appn^irlata before It la aigaad by tha State Rlatorlc 
Preaervatlea Officer aad foraardad to tha HatioMl Park Service.
The decialoe by the State review eenaittee aeat be made perely ea 
whether the prof>art7 appeara to aeet Hatloaal Eeglatar criteria.
A cimtreveray aver yropeaed devalepweat «diieh aay affect tha pro-* 
party abeold not be a factor aor ahoeld it prolode the aoalaatios 
of a property. The aealaacloa recelvea aiwther prefeaaloaal review 
by tlte Katloaal Park Sovlee before it la catered in ttie Batlenal 
Regiater.
The Fetioaal Regiater aheald provide a eaapleta liat of the Ration's 
caltaral reaeoreea of Rational, State and local algaifleanca, which 
togatbar give an area its enlgna seaaa of place aad history, and 
sboold aaaiat plasaars in naklng tha aoot iatalligant eholcaa in 
9ny proposed davalopewot. Tha deteriorated eoadltloB of a property 
la aot ordinarily a factor la deterslaias Its aliglhillty for inclu- 
sioa la the Hetlonal Regiater.

Vader Sactioa 106 of the Satioael Hiatorie Preaervatloa Act of 1966, 
before aa ageaey of the Federal gaveraaeut auiy fimd, lieeaaa, or 
cracate a project which say hava aa effect ea a flatiooal Paglatar
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Ite appreciate your intereat In thla natter.

Sincerely youre»

Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)
>-• ■

* WiUiaa J. l^tagh
Keeper of the Batlenal Register

Socloeure
ce: Mrs. Eldred W. Helton, Director, Kentucky Heritage Commission,

401 Wapplng Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 ) w/c Inc.
Mr. Robert F. Crecco, Office of Consumer Affairs, Department of 

Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590 )
FNP;C Shull;egj 7/9/74

Regional Director, Southeast Region )
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property* the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation must be 
given an opportunity to cCTSMot «t the proposal. If the Stete His­
toric Preservation Officer is not a«ue of a property, may Federal 
agency, la thla csm the Department of Transportation, atlll has 
the responsibility under Federal law to Identify all of the cultural 
reaourcss la ths area of a proposed project. For more Infonastlon on 
the Department of Trauasportatlon's compliance with the Advisory Coun­
cil’s procedures in regard to the Heame Dousa. you may vlah to 
consult Ha. Ann Webster Smith, Director, Office of Compliance, Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 430, 
Washington, D.C. 2000S.
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Hr. 7rme3t. Steely 
Kentucky State College 
Office of the Preel4«it 
Rlghleid Heights^ Keatocky

Deer Hr. Steely:

41076

Theidi yon for yotnr recent letter concemlag tiM aenlaetion of the 
Hamme liBtMia In Coriagton, Kentucky* to the National kagletcr of 
Hletorlc Flacee.

The Heartw Hooae vea nonlneted to the Katltmal Register by the 
State throc^h the State Elsterlc Preservation Officer and was entered 
in the Mational Register on Jime 24* 1974. The enclosed leaflet 
describes tbs National Roister prograau Ea^ Hational Register 
nenlnation nost be approved by a high level State review connlttee 
cooqposed of historians* srehitMts* archeologists and other disci­
plines as appropriate before it is signsd by the State Historic 
Preservation Office and foTvar<ted to tha National Park Servlea.
Tha nonination rocolvea another professional review by the Setlonal 
Perk Service before it le entered in the National Register.

The National Register should provide a eoeiplete list of the Nation’s 
caltaral ruonreea of National* Stata nd local significance, which 
together give an area Its unique sense of plsee and history* and 
should assist plsaners in asking tha aost intelligent choices in 
any proposed developnnt. Under Section 106 of the National His­
toric PresmrvatiMi Act of 1966* before an agaaey of the Federal 
govMruneat aay fund* liemae* or sxecute a project which aay have 
an effect on a National Register pr<N>erty* the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation aust be given an opportunity to coaotot 
on tha proposal. If tha State Hiatorie Preservation Officer is 
not aware of s property* any Federal agency* in this ease the Depart- 

of Trantoo^tatloa* still has tha responsibility under Federal
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law to Idantlfy all of tha colttiral reaourcoa la tha area of a 
propoaad projaet.

Thank yoa for your Inquiry.

Sincerely yonrs.
^otiQg

Charles A.
on ISgd.)

Vnilaa J. Mortagh
Keeper of tha Hatlonal Raglater

Encloaura
cc:: Mrs. Eldred W. Melton, Director, Kentucky Heritage Coaislsslon, 

401 Wapplng Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 4%01 ) w/c Inc.
Mr. Robert F. Crecco, Office of Consumer Affairs, Department 

of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590 )

FNP:C Shull;egj 7/8/74
bcc; Regional Director, Southeast Region ) 

Director's Reading File 
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Hr. Richard L. Dic&Eum
ftracatlva Mractor
CoTlngtoa Drbaa Red«relopMnt Effort
Fire West Fifth Street
Coringtoo• Eentacky 41011

' -'-f ' C’

Deer Hr. Dtcknaat
•<■

-/'r^

Thank you for yoar recent letter concemlBg the Raanw Booec in 
Covington, Kentucky. --------------

The Heame Hooee van ncmlaated to the Hatleaal Regleter by the State 
through the State Historic Preservation Officer and vee entered 
in the national Register on June 24, 1974. The enclosed leaflet 
describes tl» Hational Register prograa. Each National Register 
nomination anst be approved by a high level State review eenmittee 
eonposad of hlatorlaas, architects, archeologists and othar disci" 
pllaes as appropriate before it is signed by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer and forwarded to the Eetloaal Park Sarvice*
The ooBilnatios twelves another profesalonal review by the Hational 
Park Service before it is entered in the Hsticmal Register.

. 4:

y;'

The lletii^ of a property in the Hational Register pats no rsstric" 
tlons on the rights of private property owners, bat oar preesdures 
reqoire that property ooaers be notified when their property is 
nonlnated to sod listed in the Hational Roister. Tha appropriate 
Congressional delegetlM is also notified, and this eoiMtitates 
public notice. To oar knowledge, the State of Kentucky has always 
condwtted its historic {«si»rvatlon prograa sad Tuminatlens to the 
National Ragiater ia accordance with our procedures and professional 
standards.

...

The Satlonal Registsr shonld provida a eesplets list of the nation’s 
cultural rMoureaa of National. Stata and lcK:al slgnifleaistta. which 
togathar give an area its unlcius sensa of place and history, and 
should assist plimners in stakii^ tha ooat intelligent ehoicen la 
any proposed development. Under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Praaervatlim Act of 196$. before an agency of the Federal govsmaent
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Mty ftmd» lic«MMi» or «zecote a projact which aay have an effect 
m a national Roister property, the Advisory Cotmcil on Eistorlc 
Praservatioa sust be given an opportunity to eoMoent on the proposal. 
If the State Historic Preservation Officer is net aware of a property, 
any Fedaral agency, in this ease the Departs^t of Transportation, 
still has the re^poaslbility under Federal law to identify all of 
the eultorsi reaoorees in the area of a proposed project.

> ■ ^

- ' ■■

Each State condoete Ite historic preservstlon progrms with a wide 
latltaide of discretion under general gnidalines provided by the 
Hatlonal Park Service. Listing on the National Register also nakes 
a property eligible for satchiag greats-in-aid thrmxgh the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, if part of an approved State Hietorle 
Freaervation plan. For detaila eoacemlag the proecdurM the State 
of Kttatueliy usee in nonlnstlag properties to the Hstioasl Register, 
we recooaend that you eratset the State Historic Preservstlon 
Officer, Mrs. Eldred W. Melton, Dlree»>r, Rentneky Berltaga Comaission, 
401 Uapping Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.

We e^preclste your Interest iu this natter.

Sincerely youre,

RonaW W-
Willla* J. Msrtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Exposure
cc: lira. Eldred Melton, Director, Kentucky Heritage Cosmlsslon, 401

Wapplng Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 ) w/c Inc.
Mr, Robert F, Crecco, Office of Consumer Affairs, Department 

of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590 )
FNP;C Shull;egj 7/8/74
bcc: Regional Director, Southeast Region )

Director's Reading File 
DI
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THE NORTHERN KENTUCKY SECTION OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

9 July 18, 1974

Dr. Ernest A. Connally 
Associate Director 
National Parks Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

RE; Fifth Street Bridge 
Covington-Newport, Ky.

Dear Dr. Connally:
All members of the Northern Kentucky Section of the A.I.A., which 
represent all the architectural firms in Northern Kentucky, have 
been polled and unanimously feel that the Fifth Street Bridge 
must be built.

Not one of our members feels that the "Hearn House" is that 
outstanding to warrant preserving it and thus block the 
development of an East-West Distributor so vital to our area.

The "Hearn House" may have been a fine house "in its day", but 
it has become a dilapidated tenement house - a blight on the 
neighborhood.

We would appreciate knowing what can be done to overcome this 
unfortunate situation, and what alternatives there might be.

Yours very truly.

D. KENNETH MEYER, AIA 
PRESIDENT
DKM/mad
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»r. ItUT ftittmt 
i%CTmttxj^ P«p*rtii>at 

•f Tt*mmfmrtmtiMk 
tar«M of High—I ■ 
frMkfert> Xamtmtiky 49601

8a«r Mr. f«Ktra;

tllMtl 7M far yo«r latter of July 10, eoMoaralBg tbo sMlsjitiee of tbo 
to Coolaetoe. tOBfetar. to tbo Sotloool lo«ioc«r of

Blotorle Plocos.

Tbo Eowbo ttoooo osolBotod to tbo ttatioosi Soslotw by tbo Stoto 
tbroogh tbo $ta«o Blotorle yrooorrottoa dffUt md wm mmtemni is 
tbo Sotloeol ftogiotor os Asm 24. 1974. Tbo osel«oa4 losflot 4«ocrfboo 
tbo Sotioool ioftotor progrso. 2acb Bstlosol toslottt^ aootootioo osst 
bo spprwrod by * hlth-loeol State rooioo coMoittoo wowyaooil of Motor loos, 
srcbltosts. oreboel^iftto. «o4 o<&?r 4ioclpU8oo so oyycoyrioto boforo 
it io oig^oi by tbo Stoto Blotoris Frooocvotios Offioao' sod fimrordod 
to tbo Hotlosoi Pork Soroieo. Tbo ooolsstlos roeolooo osotbor yrofos* 
oioMl tvrUm by tbo Ittiosol Pork Sorvleo bofon It Is ostorod is tbo 
IbitiOBaX ftoyistor.

Journal olHoad ftrooldo o eoo|iloto list of tbo Xstios'
coltorol reoosvooo of Hotioool, Stoto sod locol sisolfiessm. oblob to- 
SottMf ftoo os oroo its nsifoo oosoo of yloco sod biot«ry. oaod obooU 
soslot yloBoors is oaklj^ tbo soot iotolUfost oboicoo Is osy yroyoood 
dovolopnast. Bodor Soetios 19$ of tbo Sstioool filotorlo Prosorootioa 
Aet of I9$i, boforo os Asoooy of tbo Podorsl Cooorssost ooy food, 
licooao. or osoooto o yxojoot vbiob soy bovo os offoot os s Httlossl 
Koglotor ytoyorty. tbo Aihrloory Oossoll os Blotorio frooornttios soot 
bo tivw « oyyortiwilty to rossast os tbs yroyoosl. If tbo Stoto 
Sistorie Prosorootlos Otiimac to sot s«sro of s yr^»«srty, ssy Podorol 
AgMcy atlll boo tbo raapowolbtUty ssdor fod«sI loo to Idostlfy oil 
of tbo «atsrol roMoreoo Is tbo oroo of o wrmpooidl yrojoet.
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Mr. D. Kenneth Meyer 
President, The Northern Kentucky 

Section of the American Institute 
of Architects 

121 Fast Fourth Street 
Covington, Kentucky 41011

Dear Mr. Meyer:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Ilearne House in 
Covington, Kentucky. —

The Heame House was nominated to the National Register by the State 
through the State Historic Preservation Officer and xras entered in the 
National Register on June 24, 1974. The enclosed leaflet describes the 
National Register program. Each National Register nomination must be 
approved by a high level State review committee composed of historians, 
architects, archeologists and other disciplines as appropriate before 
It Is signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer and forwarded 
to the National Park Service. The decision by the State review committee 
must be made purely on whether the property appears to meet National 
Register criteria. A controversy over proposed development which may 
affect the property should not be a factor nor should it preclude the 
nomination of a property. The nomination receives another professional 
review by the National Park Service before it is entered in the National 
Register.

The National Register should provide a complete list of the Nation's 
cultural resources of ' national, ^tate and local significance, which
together give an area its unique sense of place and history, and should 
assist planners in making the most well considered choices In any 
proposed development. The deteriorated condition of a property is not 
ordinarily a factor In determining its eligibility for Inclusion in the 
National Register.

Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
before an agency of the Federal government may fund, license or execute 
a project which may have an effect on a National Register property, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation must be given an opportunity 
to comment on the proposal. If the State Historic Preservation Officer

^
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la not awaro of a proparty, any Federal agency. In this case the Depart- 
Bont of Transportation, still has the responsibility under Federal law 
to Identify all of the cultural resources in the area of a proposed 
project. For ®ore Inforaatlon on the Departtnent of Transportation's 
cospllance with the Advisory Council’s procedures In regard to the Kearne 
House, you fwy wish to consult Ms. Ann Webster Smith, Director, Office 
of Compliance*Advisory Cotmcll on Historic Freservatlon, 1522 K Street 
N.W., Suite 430, Washington, D.C. 20005.

We appreciate your interest In this matter.

Sincerely yours,

^(Sgd.) Williani J. Murtagh
*S.

Williasi J. ?ftirtagh
Keeper of the National Register

‘r?""

-

Enclosure 

cc; Mrs Eldred W. Melton, Director, Kentucky Heritage Commission, 
401 Wapping Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 ) w/c inc. ■ 1

Mr. Robert F. Crecoo, Office of Consumer Affairs, Department of 
Transportation, Washington, D. C. 20590 )

FNP: C Shull:bsh 7/29/74
bcc; Regional Director, National Capital Parks Region ) 
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20005

"C-
■.7^5\ t.- -r

OCT 21978

Mr. Robert E. Johnson, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
P. 0. Box 536 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This is in reference to the proposed 5th Street Bridge over the Licking 
River from Covington to Newport, Kentucky, an undertaking of the Federal 
Highway Administration that will have an adverse effect on the Ohio 
Riverside and the Licking Riverside Historic Districts, and the Johnthan 
David Hearne House, Covington, Kentucky, properties included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. After several on-site inspections, 
a review and assessment of the preliminary case report including your 
March 9, 1978 evaluation of effects to the historic districts, and in 
light of the information obtained at the March 16, 1978, public 
information meeting. Council staff is of the opinion that in accordance 
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's Procedures for the Protection of 
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800) the "no build" 
option appears to be a feasible and prudent alternative to avoid any 
adverse effects. We therefore cannot recommend to the Executive Director 
the execution of a Memorandum of Agreement on your current proposal in 
accordance with 36 CFR Section 800.4(g).

In light of this current impasse, we request that you investigate non­
construction alternatives for channeling traffic into Newport. For 
example, consideration should be given to routing traffic across the 1-75 
bridge along the Fort Washington Way (Cincinnati, Ohio) and into Newport 
via theDaniel Beard Bridge. Furthermore, without the origin and destination 
data requested by Council staff in our initial December 7, 1977 meeting.
It IS impossible to evaluate the real feasibility of alternates^ 6 and 7.
We request that such data be provided at your earliest convenience.

At this time, we can only go on record as stating that it appears that 
the need for constructing the proposed bridge at 5th Street is hardly
historic^arLi^^'^*^ potential, irreparable, long range effects on the

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions or need 
rurther assistance, please contact me at 254-3967.

Sincerely,

SIGNED
Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review

and Compliance
ne Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act nf
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation.
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CITY OF COVINGTON
City / County Municipal Building 

303 Court Street 
Covington, Kentucky 41011

TOM BEEHAN
COMMISSIONER

606/491-0362

January 17, 1980

Mr. Don I. Klimad
Advisory Council of Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Klimad:

It is my understanding that you recently came to Covington, Kentucky, to view 
the site of the proposed Fifth Street Bridge between Covington and Newport, 
Kentucky.

As you know, the President's Advisory Council has recommended against this 
project. Not only would it destroy a significant piece of architectural history. 
The Hearn House, it would also sever one of the vital historic neighborhoods of 
Covington. '

It Is my belief that the revitalization of urban areas, like Covington, hinges on 
the unique character of neighborhoods and the rehabilitation that can and has 
occurred in them.

Therefore, I would like to go on record, as an elected Covington City Official, 
opposing any further discussion of the Fifth Street Bridge. It Is my belief that 
it would be a detriment to our neighborhoods and would not help in any appre­
ciable manner the business community of downtown Covington.

Please feel free to call upon me if I can supply any further information. We 
appreciate your continued concern and look forward to working with you in the 
future.

/aed

Sincerely yours,

Tom L. Beehan, 
City Commissioner

cc: v/Mr. Chris Delaporte, Director
V Heritage Conservation Recreation Service

Kentucky Heritage Commission 
Frankfort, Kentucky

Mayor/Board of Commissioners 

City Manager W. J. Pagan
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JUatucky PMt Staff Wriier

Covington’s Heame House, which stands 
smack in the path of the proposed Fifth SL 
bridge to Newport, may stand there perma­
nently and doom the bridge project.

Opponents of the bridge announced last 
night at a public hearing on the project that 
the 100-year-old home has been placed on the 
National Registry of Historical Places.

“All that has to be done is the formal paperwork—it’ll 
appear on the list in about 10 days,” said Charles Eilcr- 
inan, spokesman for tlic Downtown Neishborhood Adviso­
ry Committee (DN'AC).

But State Highway Bureau officials aren’t ready to 
accept the registration as fact.

"As far as I’m concerned, it’s just hearsay,” said 
Robert Walsburger, district engineer for the bureau’s 
sixth district.

"It may be true—I expect it is true,” he added.
Placement on the National Registry means the 100- 

year-old home now has the protection of the U.S. Park 
Service. Walsburger said such protection is hard to over­
come.

"It will mean more documentation is necessary if we 
go along with the (bridge) project—whether the project is 
more important, or the home itself is more important,” 
Walsburger said.

"When they make the Registry,” Walburger con­
ceded, “it’s difficult to get the project off tlic ground.”

He said tlic highway bureau will continue its smdy of 
the projKised route, witii the possible idea of moving the 
house from its present site.

“But that's my thought—what my superiors might say 
I don't know.”

W.i'.-bnrj'.cr said public opinion so far—including tliat 
Shinvn by the more than 100 people at last night’s meeting 
at til. Stephen’s School, Ncwport-"has been ovcrwnelm- 
higiy in favor of the (bridge) project” at its present 
cho.scn location.

Eiicrman, in discussing the Heame Hou.se, said tiie 
Acniucky Heritage Commission, which aided in having 
til'; home placed or. tlie National RegisUy, has earmarked 
515,000 in matching funds for interior restoration of the 
house.

Provisioris for the grant are permission by the present 
owners, Robert and Ruby Sweetser, and matching local 
funds, eiilicr in cash or in-kind services, Eiicrman said.


