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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carnegie Library^and'Auditoriurn Building in Covington, 
Kentucky, is divided into two sections sharing a common ex­
terior wall:

1) ,The library, fronting on Scott Street, approximately 
80' X 80' with a center rotunda, balcony and basement is in 
sound physical condition and good repair.

2) The auditorium, fronting on Robbins Street, seating 
approximately 700 people in orchestra and balconies. This 
section of the building has been closed approximately fifteen 
(15) years and is in some dis-repair, but is structurally 
sound and can be renovated.

The building was erected and occupied in 1902 and is in the 
Neo-classic style of the French Renaissance Revival, typical 
of the Ecole des Beaux art International taste of the era.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY 
AND AUDITORIUM

Between 1886 and 1911, Andrew Carnegie personally gave away 
some $A0,000,000 to cities in the United States for the con­
struction of public libraries. One of these cities was 
Covington, Kentucky, whose Carnegie Library and Auditorium 
Building has served the community unfailingly since its 
opening in 1903. The civic and cultural spirit of Covington 
that was so instrumental in acquiring the library near the 
turn of the century supported and patronized the library 
complex for the subsequent 68 years, is now attempting to 
preserve the usefulness and beauty of the building for the 
future. The library building has in the past 68 years made an 
important cultural contribution to the community, not only as 
an 80,000 volume library but as a gathering and meeting place 
for every kind of activity, ranging from local productions of 
Gilbert & Sullivan plays, political rallies, lectures, speechs 
and church meetings. It's auditorium has heard many great 
names in history, from the moving dedicatory address by the 
eloquent W.C.P. Breckinridge in 1903, through William Jennings 
Bryant and Harry Lee Waterfield, Kentucky's two-time Lieuten­
ant Governor, who was the last person to speak in the auditor­
ium before its closing in 1955.

A new library building is now under construction on another si 
and the Carnegie Library and Auditorium is threatened with 
abandonment and demolition.

In an effort to preserve the building as a viable part of the 
city's cultural life, several citizens have formed the Northern 
Kentucky Arts Council, which is heading a movement to re­
store the auditorium and library building for future use as an 
Arts Center. This proposed center would provide a modernized 
theatre facility to be used for local and traveling dramatic 
performances and lecture series, an exhibition hall and museum 
wherein local artists may display their work, as well as many 
culturally oriented exhibitions that are available from out­
side the immediate community at little or no cost, and a cen- 
trally Inrated facility for various types of local arts and
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Bob inski , George S. - Carnegie Libraries - Chicago:
Arne rican Library Association, 1969.

(many of the facts in this nomination have been
gathered through contact with eye-witnesses and can
therefore not be properly documented)
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Of Significance (cont'd)

crafts workshops for the citizens of Covington.

The Northern Kentucky Arts Council, working closely with the 
Kentucky Arts Commission and other agencies, has initiated an 
investigation into possible funding sources for this endeavor 
and preliminary indications are promising.

The library auditorium building is located with the jurisdict 
of the Covington Model Cities Program area, and the Model 
Cities Program has already financed a Feasibility Study for 
the necessary renovation and also paid for roof repairs in the 
auditorium to prevent further deterioration.

Since the proposed Art Center would have great cultural 
impact within the Model Neighborhood, there may be additional 
monies available fcom this program in the future.

There are many architectural features that also speak for the 
preservation of this Carnegie Library Building. The following 
remarks by architect, Edward J. Beiting, Jr., President, 
Northern Kentucky Section, American Institute of Architects;

"The Carnegie Library and Auditorium Building in 
Covington has been a long and faithful servant to 
the people of the community. The building is cap­
able of giving many more years of service in its 
new role as an Arts Center. It's demise would re­
present not only a great historical and architectural 
loss to the city, but a detriment to the continued 
cultural growth of its people."

(See the attached narrative)
Also see the attached narrative of George F. Roth, Jr.,
AI A..



ARCHITECT'S NARRATIVE:
ON THE
CARNEGIE LIBRARY - AUPITORIUM BUILDING 
Covington, Kentucky
Rrepared by Edward J. Belting, Jn. , A,I.A.

The Carnegie Library-Auditorium Building, dedicated in 1903, was 
authorized by a Carnegie Grant in the amount of $85,000.00 on 
January 15, 1900, and designed by local architects, Bohl and Taylor 
of Cincinnati, Ohio.

This was one of the early grants made personally by Andrew Carnegie, 
and was one of only 12 made in that year. ^Rrom the inception of the 

Carnegie grants in 1886 to 1900, there were only 36 libraries authorized.
By 1919, the year of the last grant, there were 1,679 Carnegie Libraries 
erected throughout the United States. By 1911, the Carnegie Foundation 
made the grants and the plans were strictly controlled, based on James 
Bertram's "Notes on Library Buildings", who administered the program. 
These "Notes" did not permit any auxiliary uses or structure to be in­
corporated into the Library building.

The Carnegie Library for Covington is unique in this respect, as it has 
a full scale auditorium designed for the cultural uses of the Community.

The architecture of the building is an excellent example of late American 
Renaissance, which incorporated the central domed rotunda, Ionic colonnade^, 
pedimented entranceways, and architraves containing sculptured figures. Its 
heavy dentiled cornice, ornate Ionic column capitols and framed windows are 
probably most reminiscent of the English Renaissance period of architecture.

The library section of the building has been well maintained and kept in 
continual use since its dedication in 1903. Structurally, it is in excellent 
condition and should remain so for many years. /

The Auditorium section has not been in use since 1955, and is in great 
need of repairs and restoration. It, too, is crowned with a dome, but 
of lesser architectural importance than the dome and rotunda of the Library. 
The balconies are framed by huge ornamental elliptical plaster arches, 
which clearly define the three seating areas. Seating on the ground floor 
accommodates 500, while the balconies seat 280 persons. Acoustically, 
this auditorium rates as one of the best In the area. This has been certified 
to by Mr. Peter Wingate, New York theater consultant, retained recently
to evaluate the Auditorium's future u



Architect's Narrative 
on the
Carnegie Library-Auditorium Building 
Covington, Kentucky

Rage 2.

In summary, it is my recommendation that the building is most worthy 
to be preserved as an historical and architectural monument of the early 
Carnegie Library era and is well suited to serve the community for its
cultural endeavors fojs^several generations to come

Respe

BDWAl



ARCHITECT'S NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION AND STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICATJCE

This Library arid Auditorium Building of Covington, Kentucky is one of the better 
design examples of the great cultural and humanitarian projects of the Carnegie 
Foundation vMch, in the earlier years of the program, obtained architectural 
design services fron well trained practitioners of the regions where the 
structures were located. This building is the work of Bohl and Taylor, 
Architects of Cincinnati, Ohio and one of the designers was Albert Kuball 
vbose delineation of the original concept is attached hereto.

In both plan and exterior facades the design is an excellent example of the 
Neo-French Renaissance v^ch came to America via the Ecole des Beaux Arts to 
vbich school nany of our young architects looked for design concepts and 
architectural taste. It remins the only conplete and good example of this 
type of design and cultural reflection in this area of Northem Kentucky 
and Southern Ohio. It is safe to assert that many other Carnegie projects 
do not enjoy the same clarity of plan and structural integration, such 
controlled refinement of details and sculptural ornamentation.

The binary unit, donical with supporting piers placed to permit well formed 
galleries and entrance areas; a second level which permits the full spatial 
experience of the building; has been for years the cultural center of the 
conraunity it has served, and continues in this capacity even with the later 
concepts of decentralization of library facilities to school buildings. <[he 
Auditorium is typically French in its positioning of spectator and stage.
The interior provides a comfortable intimacy with the proscenium, and acoustically 
tas been judged superior./Renovation is intended but loss of original character 
is not ^cess^. Seven hundred and eighty seats are placed in this auditorium, 
a capacity which will upon completion of repairs be most effective in contemporary 
ccramunity service.

It is the writer's opinion that this building must not be lost and should be 
registered as a historic landmark of considerable cultural and artistic 
inpDTtance in the history of Northern Kentucky.

George F. Roth, Jr. AIA 
Registered in Kentucky No. 271 
NCARB No. 0466
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f Kentucky

Program Development Office
The Capitol

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Wendell H. Ford
Governor

July 6, 1972

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, N.W.
Room 3209
Washington, D. C. 20005

NATIONAL M 
REGISTER /y

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am pleased to transmit National Register Nomination Forms for 
the Kenton County (Carnegie) Library, Covington, Kentucky. This 
nomination has the unanimous approval of the Kentucky Historic Preser­
vation Review Board, and as State Liaison Officer, I recoranend that 
it be placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

An early approval of this nomination will be appreciated.

ily yours.

r. W. True 
Administrator

Enclosure

iita



Ke*Uuck*f, Jle^Utcu^ Co4ft4fUii4Xi4t
401 Wapping Street 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
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Mr. Jerry Rogers
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service
United States Department of the Interior 
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Rogers:

We are pleased to return the National Regisi 
Nomination Forms for the Kenton County Library, Covington,, 
Kentucky, and to provide the information requested by you. 
Mr. True's title and the date have been typed in at niimber 
twelve on the form. A current photograph of the building 
is enclosed on topoof the material we are returning.

We trust that this nomination can now be expediently 
approved. If we can be of further help, please let us 
know.

Sincerely,

Charles E. Parrish 
Assistant Director

October 10, 1972
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Date Entered ^ ^ ^9^2

Name Location

m«Mk County Library Covington 
Kenton County

Also Notified

Hon. John Shexioan Cooper 
Hen. tlnrlov W. Cook 

Marion G, Saydar

Director, Southeast Region
PHR NRowland:mm 10/31/72

State Liaiacm Officer 
Mrs. Sineon Willie 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Heritage Caaaisaion 
Office of the Oovemor 
Itoosi 157, Capitol Building 
Frankfort, Kentoeky 40601



Mr. Belting’s Credentials include;

Past Director - 

Former Chairman - 

Member - 

Recipient -

Kentucky Society of Architects 

Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission 

Kentucky Historical Society

First Honor Design Award of American Institute 
of Architects


