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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Kentucky
COUNTY:

Kpnton
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

JUL ^ 4 m~

Mother Of God Roman Catholic Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDNUMBER:

119 West Sixth Street
CITY OR TOWN;

Covington
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

Kentucky 9.1 Kenton 117
3. CLASSIFICATION

z
o

u
z>
0£.

I-
uO

Z

111

lU
l/>

CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District XX Building
□ Site □ Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
Private 

I I Both

Public Acquisition:
□ In Process
□ Being Considered

STATUS

tn Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
IcVPreservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes: 
Restricted

□ Unrestricted
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
□ Educational 
I I Entertainment

I 1 Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I 1 Museum

□ Pork

□ Private Residence 
Religious

I I Scientific

□ Transportation 
I I Other (Specify)

I I Comments

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

wNER s NAME: of Covlngton
Bishop and his successors forfiVRr

STREET AND NUMBER: c/o Rev. Wm. H. Mertes, Admin. 
119 West Sixth Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Covington Kentucky
CODE

M.
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Kenton Countv Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Covington
b. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Kentucky

TITLE OF SURVEY:

___________Survey Of Historic Sites In Kentucky
DATE OF SURVEY: 2_972. MatCh I I Federal S State
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission

'"Ounty al^^

STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Wapping Street

JUL 1 0 1973

CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort ;>2i
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description

CONDITION
□ Excellent □ Good XX P**'''

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated I I Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
□ Altered Unaltered

(Check One)
□ Moved -gy Original Site

□ ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This beautiful Renaissance basilica was begun in 1869 and 
completed in 1871; designed by Waiter & Stuart from the origi­
nal drawings of Father Kuhr in l841. It was built of bricJs 
and stone by Anton Bley and Bros. The building is 87 feet wid^, 
90 feet deep; the trancept is 98 feet and the interior is 200 
feet high. There are two cast iron columns giving support to 
the roof which are consid’ered tbe largest in this part of 
country. At the front entrance is a granite parapet and four 
tall .Corinthian columns. The entrance is enhanced with 
religious statuary and beautiful flowers in season. The two 
tall cl^ck towers can be seen from nearly all parts of the 
city as “well as from across the River in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The interior was designed and executed by Wencelas Thien who 
also made the inarble frescoes which were installed a few years 
later - these are “considered unequal in design and harmony.
The cupola stands 150 feet high and contains a most unusual 
Italianesque mural, possibly dbne by Johann Schmitt who did the 
live beautiful murals in 1890. The cupola provides proper 
lighting for these murals which depict the "mysteries of the 
rosary"and are considered masterpieces of religious art.
Johann Schmitt was called the "first Christian painter in 
America" and is recognized as the first teacher of Frank 
Duveneck, well known artist who worshipped here and taught at 
the Cincinnati Academy of Art as well as in Paris and Italy.

A large crucifix over the center altar was done in 1871 by 
Covington (Ky.) sculptor^ Ferdinand Muer; the Stations Of thfe 
Cross were executed by Paul Deschwanden in 1872. Other notablb 
objeOts include magnificent art glass windows depticting 
various religious themes, all imported from Munich, Germany 
and'installed over a period of years ffoih the original early 
installations in 1871 to 1921^which enhance the beauty of this 
building. Beautifully carved wood communion table and pulpit 
done by Donnenfelser were added in 1891. The relics which 
had been put into the altar of the first church were enclosed 
in a magnificent marble altar in 1903. The Mettlach mosiac 
tile floor was also laid at this time.

A very large and magnificent organ built by Koehnken & Grimm 
of Cincinnati (Ohio) was installed in 1876 at a cost of $7,800|. 
^Present plans include the reworking of this organ, one of the 
few remaining such organs in this area.)
Carrara marble bowls lor holy water were given at an early dat^ 
and modernization of heating and lighting has been done as 
time and finances permitted.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More es Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian', IZ] 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

f~l 18th Century 
19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U Applicable end Known) 1869-1871
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE ('Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal 
‘ □ Prehistoric 

I I Historic 
1 1 Agriculture 

Architecture 
Sc Art 
I 1 Commerce 
I I Communications 
I I Conservation

_ Q Education 
0.0 Engineering.

( I Industry 
1 1 Invention 
I I Landscope

Architecture 
(~l Literature

□ Military 
K1 Music

PoJiUcoL . .....
^ ReJiaion/P.hi- . . .

.losojihy _ ^ . __________ ___________

□ Science ________________________

\ I Sculpture ________________________

I I Social/Human- ^_______________________

itorian ________________________

I I Theater ________________________

( I Transportation

Mother of God Roman Catholic Church, built between 1870 and 
1871, is one of the oldest churches in the City of Covington, 
Kentucky. It ,i$ the .oldest,.Catholic Church in_continuous use 
in Covington, and probably in the entire Northern Kentucky 
area:
In the early part of the nineteenth century there was a very 
large immigration of Germans, mostly Roman Catholic, to 
Northern Kentucky, especially Covington. These people became 
and are to this day among the leaders of the community.

St. Mary's parish, the first parish in the city of Covington, 
was established by Bishop Flaget in 1833. In 1834 the parish 
built a frame church, which was one of the predecessors of 
St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption. During the 
first eight years of its existence, St. Mary's parish was a 
mixed, congregation of English-speakinglapd, GermanTiSpeaking 
parishionersv By 1841 the number of German-speaking families 
was large enough to warrant a separate nPay-ish,,; ^yhe .Germans 
were granted permission to establish their.own parish, under 
the name of Mo.thei? of God's Congregation, and theirr..first . 
services were held in a rented hall. Their first pastor was 
Reverend Ferdinand Kuhr who was born in Eslohe, Prussia and 
came to America in 1839 to establish German missions for the 
church. Since he was orphaned at an early age and had no 
money for education. Father Kuhr realized the importance of 
education. Even while the church services were still being 
held in a rented hall, he rented an additional building and 
opened a school. Father Kuhr played a large role in raising 
the money for the first German Church and one-story brick 
school which were opened in 1843.

- Continued -
■ - - - V -



f». MAJOR Bt&LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCSS
History of the Diocese of Covington. Ky.. 1853-1953, by Rev.
Paul E. Ryan, 1954 (privately printed, Compiled from the Archives 
of the Diocese of Covington, Kentucky.)

Booklet "100th Anniversary of the Dedication of Mother of God 
Church" compiled from church records and files of the diocesan 
weekly, "The Messenger"; and "A Centennial Chronicle", 1941 by 
Sister Mary C. Brungs, S.N.D.

CeOGRAPHtCALPATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
0
p

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE ‘ ' LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: leSS than 10 aCrf^H ^ ^ d I [7?.

ILIST ALL. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOU N

COUNTY: r~i M UU
0 Jg-

m

CODE-*

CODfe~

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mrs. Robert M. Rouse. Kenton Countv Representative__________________
ORGANIZATION 'Y 1 i'1. CJ J g.r T'

Kf^ntiickv Heritage Commisaioh j- fJ a r-r -Jhlycl.11913
STREET AND number: L? 7? :.J-'H - ! V ^ • cVo

1 Tiakpslde Avenue t c.-: x - r: ■; t j f •;/ <> . r 
CITY OR TOWN;

Ft;-Mitchell i ( ' i’
STATE

Kentucky ,m i -,
CODE

21

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth%^ the National'RaA S^rvi<i«r; The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State ® Local □

Name cotJ u

State Historic 
Title Preservation Officer

fate July fi 1 97/^

u '.jw- j -:i
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and^jstoric Preservation

i/s4-It2.
Date 

ATTESTT: /

^Keeper of Ttte National.Register 
^ate ^ _______________
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Form 10-300O UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet) # 1

(Number alt antrtea)

STATE

Kentucky
COUNTY

Kenton
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

3DL
#8 SIGNIFICANCE

In 1867 the Mother Of God congregation began a movement for a 
larger church, and by 1870 a lot was purchased and a temporary 
church erected. The present Mother Of God Roman Catholic Church 
designed by Walter and Stuart from drawings made by Father Kuhr^ 
and completed in 1871^is a majestic edifice that makes a lasting 
impression upon visitors. Its dimensions are: 87 feet front,
190 feet deep, 98 feet in transept and 200 feet high. Resembl­
ing a Renaissance basilica, it has a handsome portico and 
Corinthian columns, tall stained glass windows, a cupola 150 
feet in height that illuminates the interior paintings,and 
slender towers with gold crosses that are landmarks which can be s^n from most of the bridges crossing the Ohio River.

The theme of the interior decoration is the mysteries of the 
rosary, with the joyful mysteries depicted in the Johann Schmitt 
murals; the sorrowful mysteries in the plastic work, and the 
glorious mysteries in the windows. The Wenceslas Thien frescoes, 
unequalled in design and color harmony, retain their original 
charm. The artistry of Krienhagen is reprsented by the pictures 
above the windows - a ssmibolism from the Litany of Loretto.
The five Johann Schmitt murals, completed in 1890, are consider­
ed masterpieces of religious art. Johann Schmitt was called 
"The First Christian Painter in America". He also aided poor 
boys and tutored Frank Duveneck and saw him off to Munich,
Speyer and Florence. Duveneck, was later called "America's 
greatest talent of the brush," and for many years he was the 
head of the Cincinnati Art Academy.

In 1879 Reverend William Tappert became the pastor of Mother 6f 
God Church while his brother, Henry Tappert, served as his 
assistant. The Tapperts were born in Dueren, and educated in 
Rhineland. The church prospered under the Fathers Tappert; 
they were universally popular with the members of the congrega­
tion and were men of the widest culture. Father William was a 
thorough German administrator. When he arrived the church had 
a $90,000 debt, but in 1903, every cent had been repaid, as wel] 
as that incurred since his arrival. As a result the church was 
consecrated and blessed.

>feo,ipA,
- Continued -



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet) # 2

Kentucky
Kenton
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

JUL ^
(Numbar all antriaa)

# 8. SIGNIFICANCE

Father Henry Tappert, who had receiyed a classical & musical ed­
ucation in his native land, directed the church choir. The musi­
cal programs at Mother of God Church became famous on both sides 
of the Ohio and Licking Rivers. In a published criticism, 
Professor Elsenheimer of the Cincinnati College of Music, wrote 
a glowing account of the 1890 Christmas program at Mother of God 
Church. In the summer of 1896 the St. Caecilia Society conducted 
its Gregorian Institute in Covington, at the invitation of Father 
William & Henry Tappert. After hearing concerts presented by the 
St. Gregorius Singing Society of the parish. Professor John 
Singenberger, the most famous instructor at the institute, de­
clared the St. Gregorius Singing Society the finest Catholic 
Church choir in the country. After Father Henry Tappert died in 
1929, his able successor in directing the men's choir was 
Professor Edward Strubel who had begun his career as organist 8s 
choir director in 1895 under Father Henry Tappert. One of his 
best known compositions is "When Evening Shadows Fall" which 
was awarded first prize in a national contest for original 
American choral music in Chicago.

Education remained important in the Mother of God parish. In 
1905 they built a modern school, containing an auditorium, gym, 
cafeteria, a specially designed music room. In Bishop Maes's 
opinion. Mother of God was "a model parish."

The Mother of God Roman Catholic Church or "Mutter Gottes Kirche" 
was built by German immigrants over a hundred years ago. Many 
aspects of the church served to remind the immigrants of their 
previous homes - the pastors were German and many of the church's 
beautiful pieces of art work, including stained glass art 
windows, a valuable Mettlach tile floor and stone statues from 
the Mayer Royal Art Institute, were ordered from Germany, others 
were executed by artists of German descent. The Mother of God 
Roman Catholic Church is a magnificent edifice, rivaling many 
fine churches of Europe. It__i.^a s3rmbol representing the German 
heritage of the immigrants who settled infCovington, Kentucky.,
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORl-1 WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE; S ------
name of PROPERTY <->oO ^ ,C. C ff OAd H_---------- --------------------------------

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Descrifition. ______________

Statement of Significance. UltM-T tCAU SfA/>/•*>*c r^e.

9. Bibliography.

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates

b. Acreage..

11. Form Prepared By.

/^>d:ir?er1 /yO rn\rSfAJo..

Map Coverage
C--'

VAvue^
AenA.^‘4*>ef~*- tf

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteria
in full.
Thank you f^r your attention to the above items checked.

SIGNED:



QJu^iL STATE

WORKING NUMBER g. \6.i^jx
TECH REVIEW

Photos 0-' 6/oJ / 

Maps _/

CONTROL REVIEW

- ■ t ~ / / / /

^A- {f Cclcv^cd^aHISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
bu;^<aid

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register write-up y

Federal Register entry ^ 7
Send-back

Re-submit

Entered JUl 2 4 875
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

Kentucky Heritage Commission
CORNER IN CELEBRITIES 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 
MRS. SIMEON WILLIS

STATE LIAISON OFFICER

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
U. S. Department of the Ihterior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:'

1 0 1973
d^V^NAL
^^gister

I\am pleased to resubmit National Register Nomination 
Forms for Mother of God Roman Catholic Church. 119 West Sixth 
Street, Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky. The additional in­
formation requested by your office is provided on the forms.

We trust this nomination may now be approved.

Sincerely,
«

July 6, 1973

Mrs. Simeon Willis 
State Historic 
Preservation Officer
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE UUIUCU

Date Entered JUL ^ 4 673

Name Location

CatteUe Ctenh CaviaftM

'ti£ • *■:

Also Notified
■on. Marlov W. Cook ■m. Unitor D. Bu4dl—t—
■on. Morion 0* fafinr

ftnto lintorlfi ProaormUnn Oliioor 
Mm. llMM WUiin 
401 UoRplat itroot 
Frankfort, Kontoakj 40M1

Director, Southonat lotion
PHR MMOTT; pci 7/26/73
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1. STAIE APPLICAIION IDENllFIER
2. (Reserved for use by State central infonnatum reception agency)

3. GRANTOR; a. Federal ogency
Department of the Interior

b. Orgonizotionol unit
National Park Service

C. Administering office—(1) Nome
Division of Grants

(2) Address —Street or P.O. Ek)x
18th and C Streets NW.

City

Washington
State

DC
Zip Code

20240

4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER : a. Code

21-75-00049-00

b. Title

Mother of God Reman Catholic Church (organ) Dev.

NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do N
U-..'

Th.^
SpcK»^

c. Purpose The r-lother of God Reman Catholic Church is an Italian Renaissance design 
basilica erected in 1870-71. The 1876 Koehnken and Grimm organ is considered one of 
the finest in tMs part of the cq^try. The organ will be restored to its 1876

Kentud<v
b. Address —Street or P.O. Box

401 Stopping Street
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable boxj

City Stole

Frankfort Kentucky
Zip Code

40601

o. Stole b. Inter­
state

□
c. County d. City e. School 

district
f. Special 

unit
g. Cornmunify 

oction
h. Sponsored 

orgonizotion

□
i. Other 

□
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Yeor Month Doy

75 04 15

8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Day Year Month Doy Yeor Month Doy

75 05 09 75 05 09 78 05 08

)1. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

a. New b. Continuotlon c. Supplementol d. Change in existing grant
gront gront gront

(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in durotion
(2) Decreose in durotion

(3) Concellotion 

□
(4) Increose(S) 

□
(5) Decrease(S) 

□
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

o. Federal —(1) bosic .(2) Supplemental

, 22,000
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16)

b. Stote c. local d. Other

,23,900* S $
o. Progrom Number b. Supplemental Progrom Number

15.904

14. AUTHORIZATION

o. Federal Budget Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405
b. Public Lows

Title

89
Sec.

665
Title Sec. PL Tide See.

c. U S. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION; (For facility grant actions only) 

o. City
119 ^-fest Sixth Street, Covington

b. County

Kenton
16. REMARKS

*private cash donations

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054
STANDARD FORM 5
June 1970 Bureoo of ih>- 
Budget Circulor A-98 
240-101






















































