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DESCRIPTION

The Athey Street addition to the Mutter Cottes Historic District, located in 
downtown Covington, Kentucky, abuts the rear property lines of the structures 
on the south side of the 200 block of Sixth Street. Athey is a short, brick- 
paved street running east to west between Russell and the Chesapeake and Ohio 
railroad line with access to Craig Street at the western end of the block.

Like those structures within the original Mutter Cottes district boxmdaries, 
the seven buildings on Athey are mid-to late-nineteenth century residences 
that housed the German immigrant population who settled this neighborhood and 
much of Covington in the latter half of the 1800s (see photo 1). Characteristic 
of the modest, middle-class domestic architecture of the neighborhood is the 
two-story brick duplex on the south side of Athey which displays plain stone 
lintels and a bracketed comice (see photo 2). A similar structure is situated 
at the northwest end of the street. East of this are two one-story frame 
dwellings (see photo 3). On the northwest comer of Athey and Russell is a two- 
story brick structure displaying paired and triple windows, stone lintels, and 
a bracketed comice (see photo 4).

The boundaries are being altered to incorporate these buildings which both 
historically and architecturally contribute to the overall fabric of the neigh­
borhood. With the exception of a parking lot on the southwest comer of Athey 
and Russell Streets and a lot on the north side of Athey, there are no intrusions.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The boundaries of the Mutter Gottes Historic District are being amended to in­
clude the seven buildings on Athey Street, a one block street just south of 
Sixth Street in downtown Covington. Immediately south of Athey, the character 
of the neighborhood abruptly shifts to reflect the commercial nature of the 
buildings on Pike Street, an extension of the Madison Street commercial corridor 
to the east. Thus, this cluster of houses forms a buffer on the extreme southern 
edge of the residential neighborhood which centers around the Mother of God 
Church.

The residences on Athey reflect the same stylistic development and features as 
those within the present district boundaries, resembling the mid-to late- 
nineteenth century brick and frame structures on Craig and Kentucky streets as 
well as some of the brick buildings just to the north on Sixth Street.

Residents view Athey as a viable segment of the Mutter Gottes neighborhood.
This is evidenced by the work of a local corporation which has purchased and is 
in the process of renovating some of the buildings on Athey. It is this same 
community spirit, reflected throughout the Mutter Gottes Historic District, 
that has brought about the revitalization of the entire neighborhood.
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Acreage of Nominated Property: Approximately 1 1/2 acres

Quadrangle Name: Covington Quadrangle Kentucky-Ohio

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24,000

UTM References: Change: E. 16/715090/4328760
F. 16/715000/4328740

Boundary Change shown in red; original UTM References E & F 
have been shifted south to encompass boundary change. Other 
reference points remain as in original form.

Verbal Boundary Description: Following the Mutter Gottes Historic District
Boundaries to the intersection of the rear property line of West Sixth &
Russell Streets, thence south along the west side of Russell to the rear

property line of Athey Street, west along said line to the east side of 
the C. & 0. Railroad property line, northwest along said line to the south side 
of Athey, north across Athey to the east side of Craig, proceeding north until 
rejoining the original boundary.
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Mrs. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper _
National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service - -
United States Department of the Interior,
440 G. Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mrs. Shull;

Enclosed are the corrected verbal boundary descriptions for the Mutter 
Gottes Historic District and the Seminary Square Historic District in 
Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky as requested by Ms. Kristin O'Connell 
of your staff. Also included is the USGS map for the Samuel E. Hill House 
in Hartford, Ohio County with the nominated area delineated. As stated 
in the verbal boundary description, the area is 200'deep (the width being 
120’).

If you have further questions regarding these nominations, please let me 
know as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours.

Mrs. Eldred W. Melton
Executive Director and
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures

beceived
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June 20, 1980

Mrs. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
United States Department of the Interior 
440 G. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mrs. Shull:

The following nominations to the National Register ^ llistoric Places 
were approved at the State level by the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review 
Board on the dates indicated. As State Historic Preservation Officer, I 
recommend they be entered on the National Register. Additional comments on 
the status of the sites may be attached to the appropriate forms.

Date Approved
Name and Location of Site(s) at State level

Hayfield, Jefferson County

Baker-Hawkins House, Jefferson County

The Bray Place, Jefferson County

Mutter Gottes Historic District, Boundary Change,
Jefferson County

Fayette Safety Vault and Trust Co. Building, Fayette County

Sincerely yours.

June 10, 1980

June 10, 1980

June 10, 1980

June 10, 1980

June
appreciated.

10, 1980

Mrs. Donna C. Hopkins 
Deputy Executive Director and 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures (see List of Attachments)
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State Historic Preservation Officer
Mrs. Eldred W. Melton
Director
Kentucky Heritage Commission 
104 Bridge Street 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


