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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE;

Kentucky
COUNTY:

Kenton
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE
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{1- NAME ________________
COMMON:

Riverside Drive Historic District
AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION
AND NUMB-Worch--Riverside Drive; South--Fourth Street; East— iLrekj^ ^ver; %§3t^--A,UevTbetwee?i Greenup & Garr^r.d Streets’,
--OriT'-'■ . ;. - . ■ ■ , . v_-i.-----------------------------------------------------------

CITY rtyvrt'i

Covington

Kentucky Kenton 117
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

a District □ Building 
Cl Site Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
Q Privote 
SCBoth

Public Acquisition:
Cl In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

H Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
^ Preservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted

□ Unrestricted
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
^ Educational 
I I Entertoinment

I I Government 
I I Industrial 
□ Military 

Museum

S Pork
^ Private Resid< 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

toti on l~l Comments

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER’S N AME:

Multiple Public 6e Private
STREET AND NUMBER:

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Govington Kentucky 21
Is. location of legal description

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Kenton County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Third & Court Streets
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Covington Kentucky 21
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Statewide Survey of Historic Places
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 i 1 Federal XX Stote [ I County Q Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Wapping Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort Kentucky



\7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent XX Good Q Foir

(Check One)
I I Deterioroted I I Rums O Unexposed

g Altered
(Check One)

I I Unaltered
(Check One)

I I Moved S Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ifknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Riverside Drive Historic Area is bounded by 4th Street anp 

the alley between Greenup and Garrard Streets and the Ohio 
and Licking Rivers. From the earliest days of Covington 
this area was selected by many prominent people for building 
the finest homes of the city.

The houses that make up the area today date from the early 
1800s. The area boasts 31 structures that are considered 
exceptionally good examples of their various styles of arch­
itecture.

The Thomas Carneal Houi?e, built in 1815 by one of the founder^ 

of Covington, is recognized as one of the finest brick houses 
of its type in the nation. It is of a transitional Georgian 
style with a number of Palladian influences. The brick work 
an^ iron details is of the best quality. This house still 
affords a tunnel leading to the Licking River, once used by 
slaves escaping to the North.
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Several very fine large French Victorian houses are in the 
area as well as a number of houses with Gothic influences. 
Riverside House, built by Charles McLaughlin, was inspired by 
the Southern mansion architecture with white column and doubl 
porch overlooking the Ohio River.

r.-. There are also two separate ^w-houses groups of excellent 
detail, one in the Greek Revival style and the other in Vic­
torian townhouse style.

A small group of Regency houses cluster on the Ohio River 
bank, while several large Greek Revival mansions grace the 
inner area.

The Daniel C. Beard House is the home of the founder of the 
Boy Scouts of America and is a National Landmark.

This small area has an exceptional architectural record.
It has been carefully preserved and restored, largely by 
individuals who live in the area. The majority of the resi- 
dents^ are splidly behind the Northern. Kentucky Heritage Leaguje 
preservation efforts.and have worked consistently for the 
area's protection. College professors of architecture bring 

their students here to learn from what has been called "a 
museum of architectural gems." And artists are a usual sight a 
they capture the grace and color of the area for posterity.

70

c 
e n 

H

O

z



ligSIGNiFtCANCl:;;;;:
PERIOD (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

I 1 Pre-Columbian | □ 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

[5 18th Century 
13 19th Century

( I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Apptieabte and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Abor iginol

r~| Prehistoric 
Historic 

( t Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

\ 1 Commerce 
I I Communications 
I i Conservation

(Check One or More ae Appropriate^ 
^ Education 
( I Engineering

□ Industry 
I I Invention 
( I Londscape

Architecture 
( 1 Literature

□ Military 
til Music IP

□
□
□
□
□

' □'

Political

Religion/Phi­

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Sociol/Humon-

itorion

Theoter

Tronsportotion

I I Urban Planning 
□ Other ('Specify-;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the most popular gathering places along the Ohid River 
in the early days when this country was being settled was the 
point of land formed by the junction of the Licking - River with 
the Ohio River. This land was later to become Covington, Ky., 
and the point is the present Riverside Drive Historic Area.

When the blue grass area at Bryan Station and Blue Licks was 
attacked by marauding Indians from Ohio, George Rogers Clark, 
a Colonel in the Kentucky-Virginia Militia, chose the Riverside 
area to assemble his troops. Clark also used the area as a 
gathering point when he led his mounted men into the Northwest 
Territory against the British. A plague to his memory dominate^ 
the park named in his honor in the center of the Riverside Area

Richard C. Haupt, Director of Cincinnati Historical Society has 
expressed his belief that the very first settlers in the Greatei: 
Cincinnati area chose the Riverside Area for residence. As 
time went .on. Riverside became the site of Covington's and 
Greater Cincinnati's most elegant homes. The Carneal House on 
2nd Street, built in 1815, sTill remains the outstanding manor 
house of the area. The Marquis de LaFayette was entertained 
there in 1825 on his triumphal tour of the United States.

Daniel Carter Beard (the first national commissioner of the Boy 
Scouts of America and often called its founder) lived in a brick 
Victorian house on 3rd Street. Beard's first club was known as 
the "Sons of Daniel Boone*' and it was this group which he turned 
into the Boys Scouts organization in 1910. His former home is 
a Registered National Landmark.

Even the names of the streets in the Riverside Area have his­
torical significance. Garrard & Shelby were Kentucky governors 
and Kennedy was the pioneer who first bought the ;land and 
settled on the site which was to become Covington.



f». MAJOR BiBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES

Collins History of Kentucky; Northern Ky. Heritage League Brochure, 1968; 

articles — Cincinnati ENQUIRER, Nov. 9, 1968, and Cincinnati Bell Telephone 

BULLETIN, October 1968; Survey of Historic Sites, published by the Ky. 

Heritage Commission, 1971.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0
D

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER ' "latitude: , , cilUGlTQbE’
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NW
Degrees Minutes Seconds
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY;

11.

<3

aJ
I I

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR

COUNTY

COUNTY

4 i 1971
COUNTY

io\ national
REGiiSTERCOUNTY:

NAME AND T1 TLE:
Mrs. Luella Nash LeVee, President

ORGANI ZATION

Nn•r^hprn Kentuckv Herf&ifaee Leause •^ _lJ—^—_
DATE

. 1 4-15-71
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE CODE

Covington Kentuckv - 21
t2:'"kATE LIAtSON QFFtCERCgRTIFtCAl ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluaje^ according to the cji^eri^ ppd.procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
levjrfmfvsignificance of this nomination is:

Natid^id^ S State □ Local ^

Name

Title State Ltatson Officer

.1. ,IM.,I

April 28, 1971

- c 1 1. . .u \ • J - i . ■

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register,......................... ,i. . ,.l

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

NOV 2 3 1971
r 1-i I 5 ? ;V't;.,: (. <

Date ^ ____________________ __

ATTEST:

" ' ^

eper ol The Ctktional Register

NOV 2 2 1Sh
Date
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

7/003SO

OiJ'htcf'

KttJToCK/

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
mi owner objection
mi appeal
Substantive Review: IHl sample

Working No.__
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due:____
Action:___ ACCEPT __

___ RETURN_
___ REJECT_

Federal Agency:

□ request mi appeal mi NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Desaiption

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? IZ] yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
mi excellent
□ good
□ fair

□ deteriorated
1 1 ruins
1 1 unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance

mi summary paragraph 
mi completeness 
m] clarity
m] alterations/integrity 
I I dates
mi boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CZ] summary paragraph 
im completeness
□ clarity
Q applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

O Maps 
O Photographs 
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918*490

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



4,

PT.EA^F. RETURN THIS ;»MEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE \)QL^ ^ / Ql )
OF PROPERTY 1VL\'^^ W\!>Tc?^iC T>li7^iCT_______ '• '

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to 
your office for clarification of the informa,tion indicated below.

Insufficient locational information.
Ccraments:

Geographical location codes missing or incorrect.

Classification (Item#3) incomplete.
Comments:

V'\ ^AKr^<y'A A
Owner of property/location of legal description necessaryv^
Comments:
No bibliography.'TO tfd ^

A Acreage of nomination not provided.Comments: (flv^ I I ^ *

Longitude and latitude coordinates.
Comments:

Form is not signed by the State Liaison Officer (Item #12).

Photograph/map forms (Form 10-301) required for each photograph/map.

Insufficient map coverage of property.
Comments:

Description (Item #7).
Comments:

•Statement of Significance (Item #8).
Comments:

Xerox forms unacceptable. y
(I\f^P SCfPctT foU^iS 10^7101^ IA 5UP€^6; /

A other.

mftp OITA -XWF. ol^et^PfS
'^0 i<» A lf06LUh6P lOi-fA-i K TA(A Di^-r/t.icr.

AP.d PWr)-TDS of 5T i?e^T ■ AiiAiuAftLir P '"MkA MOOih
Or- fl/0 in)p/it.<iiv/J OF- 'forfiL hisT/tic-f.

Clarification or correction of the items noted above must be made prior to 
the initiation of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors 
or deficiencies does not necessarily insure that the nom.ination v;ill satisfy
National Register criteria in full. Jf) ^

IGNED
ODie. ia)H^a3 th^ Ai^SD&^iTrg:i>.





















(502) 564-3605

0
Kentucky

Program Development Office
The Capitol

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Louie B. Nunn 
Governor April 27, 1971

Dr. WiUiam J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
801 Nineteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am enclosing National Register Inventory-Nomination 
Forms for seven (7) State-owned historic places in the Common­
wealth of Kentucky, entered on the Register, March 11, 1971, as 
advance nominations.

Complete documentation is provided for the following 
properties:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6. 
7.

Old State House
Lieutenant Governor's Mansion 
Whitehall
Federal Hill (My Old Kentucky Home) 
Henry Clay Law Office 
Locust Grove 
Big Bone Lick

I am also recommending upon ixnanimous approval of the 
Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board, the Riverside 
Drive Historic District in Covington, Kentucky, located in Kenton 
County, for entry on the National Register of Historic Places.
For that nomination you will find attached copies of:

1.
2.

Form 10-300 
Form 10-301

ii



Dr. William J. Murtagh - 2 - April 27, 1971

I would appreciate an early and favorable approval of 
this additional information.

yours,truly

1/ Joseph M, Gray
Administrator



Louie B. Nunn 
Governor

Kentucky

Program Development Office
The Capitol

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

August 24, 1971

(502) 564-3605

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
801 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am pleased to transmit the National Register Nomination Forms 
for the Riverside Drive Historic District in Covington, Kentucky. 
This nomination is being resubmitted, with the clarifications and 
corrections made at your suggestion.

We trust this will expedite review of the nomination and a 
favorable reply will be forthcoming.

Sincerely yours.

JOSEPH M. GRAY 
Administrator

Enclosure
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE

Date Entered Mny 2 1071

Name Location

KiMrsite OriTs Bistarie BdUtrioB Corlnftm

Also Notified

Hon. John S. Oooper

■■•1

M

■'V.

•i.

Hon. MMtloirW. OBOk 
Hon. NurlMi 6. Snydor
Director, Southoast Region

IHR^
MCMeansriran 11/23/71

•tnto Ltoioon Ctffloor 
Mr. Joooph M. Onqr 
MniaiotrotMT, Xontoekr Froyti 

Pooolngoiont Offloo 
Coordinator of itato s rodaral 

teUoltlos
Off loa of tho Cooomor
Boon 1S7. CaallcAl SaitaiM

Frankfort^ Kentucky 40601
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KtiUifcki^ ^e/iU*^ Q%mmUHM4t

4fl Wapping Street 

Frankfart, Kentucky 40601

August 12, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Doctor Murtagh:

Two adjacent areas of Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky have 
now been listed on the National Register of Historic Places: the River- 
side Historic District entered November 23, 1971, and the Licking 
RTvei'side Historic District entered July 30, 1975. The former is situated 
at the junction of th^Ohio arid Licking Rivers, lying primarily along the 
Ohio and facing across it toward Cincinnati, Ohio. The latter is located 
above the Licking River only. Therefore, in order to avoid confusion 
between these two districts we hereby request that the former be officially 
retitled the Ohio Riverside District. Will you please inform me by mail 
whether this request meets with your approval.

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Eldred W. Melton
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Ilrs. Kldred ¥. Melton 
Director
Kentucky Heritage Coaulasion 
4Ul Snapping £>treet 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
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Dear Hrs. Fielton:

The Mverslde Historic District has been retltled O^io Kiverslde 

Historic District as requested in your letter of August 12.

Sincerely yours.
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Charlc" A. (Sgd.)

William J. Hurtegh
Keeper of the i-iational Register
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Mr. James H. Allen 
/}04 Hast 2ni Str>ot 
Covin ?;ton, Kentucky 41011

Property: 404 Fast 2nd Street
Covtn;.ton, Kentucky 410.11

De&r Mr. Alien:

Tne Kational P..eg:tster of Historic Places has dc tertalaed that the 
property listed ,.bove does not contribute to the historic significance 
of the i.isfcoric hlvcrr.ide District in CovxngtOK, Kentucky. After 
careful prafessionai reviev,, the National Register, In consultation 
with the Intemah Revenue Service, determined i hat your proposed work 
on the carriage uou.se t;ould probably constituti reconstruction rather 
than rehabilitation end therefore would not be eligible for bO-nsonth 
araortization. This decision was based in pare on the publication 
of :lnterlm regulations on August 30, 1970, by t he IRS on Airortlzation 
of Certain Rehabr litatlon Costs for Certified i Istoric Structures.
A copy of these ::ejpalotions is enclosed.

The National E.egD.ster is aware of your previout centributiona to 
historic {ireservatioa and we boli«:ve that your proposed v.-ork on the 
carriage house wi.ll enhaiice the quality of the total historical complex.

Questions conceriiing this determination should be addressed to the 
Keeper of the National Register, Ferita.ce Constrvation and ilecreaCion 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

d'V

Sincerely,

Robert B. Petti^ '(%d.T

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosure
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Screcc N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005

w ^

OCT 2 ^

Mr. Robert E. Johnson, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
P. 0. Box 536 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This is in reference to the proposed 5th Street Bridge over the Licking 
River from Covington to Newport, Kentucky, an undertaking of the Federal 
Highway Administration that will have an adverse effect on the Ohio 
Riverside and the Licking Riverside Historic Districts, and the Johnthan 
David Heame House, Covington, Kentucky, properties included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. After several on-site inspections, 
a review and assessment of the preliminary case report including your 
March 9, 1978 evaluation of effects to the historic districts, and in 
light of the information obtained at the March 16, 1978, public 
information meeting. Council staff is of the opinion that in accordance 
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's Procedures for the Protection of 
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800) the "no build" 
option appears to be a feasible and prudent alternative to avoid any 
adverse effects. We therefore cannot recommend to the Executive Director 
the execution of a Memorandum of Agreement on your current proposal in 
accordance with 36 CFR Section 800.4(g).

k
In light of this current impasse, we request that you investigate non­
construction alternatives for channeling traffic into Neiqjort. For 
example, consideration should be given to routing traffic across the 1-75 
bridge along the Fort Washington Way (Cincinnati, Ohio) and into Ne^jport 
via theDaniel Bcc.rd Bridge. Furthermore, without the origin and destination
data requested b}- Council staff in our initial December 7, 1977, meeting.
it is impossible to evaluate the real feasibility of alternates^ 6 and 7.’ 
We request that such data be provided at your earliest convenience.

At this time, we can only go on record as stating that it appears that 
the need for constructing the proposed bridge at 5th Street is hardly
justified in light of the potential, irreparable, long range effects on the 
historic areas.

piank you for your consideration. If you have any questions or need 
further assistance, please contact me at 254-3967.

Sincerely,

SIGNED
Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review

* and Compliance
The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act nf 
October IJ, 136& to advise the Fresident and Convm\ •« thr n^l.l n! ______ .



404 E. 2a4 St. Coviagtoa. Hj, 410U
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PROPERTY

HISTORIC DISTRICT Hlaterle Rloaraida Drlva
STATUTE

STATE

Kaatvaky
COUNTY

NAME OF OWNER
laMS B. AUaa

ADDRESS OF OWNER 404 E. 2ai St.
Cwiagtaa. Ky. 41011

DATE CERTIFIED AS^ _____S

I I CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

DATE OF REQUEST 7—S~78

SHPO OPINION:

CONTRIBUTING 

I I NON-CONTRIBUTING 

□ NO COMMENT

REHABILITATION CERTIFICATION
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REMARKS:

rxapflTty balat cwrtlfiad !• a tolek wall - ail that raaatn 
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NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION WASO-155
(9/77)



ItoUlagtM rimem
NAME AND ADDRESS OF P RO P E RT Y J E» JPE 0ll*

HISTORIC DISTRICT
Mimi*

STATUTE i I

STATE COUNTY

NAME OF OWNER
Uiniiigtnii CbipenKiloft

ADDRESS OF OWNER JUI OflCWD1 SIVMt
09vlact4Mi«^l^ MAU

DATE CERTI FIED AS;

CONTRI BUYING [ NON-CONTRIBUTING

DATE OF REQUEST 9/E5/79
SHPO OPINION;

P~1 CONTRIBUTING 

I I NON-CONTRIBUTING 

I I NO COMMENT

REHABILITATION CERTIFICATION
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REMARKS:

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION WASO-155
(9/77)



BIvmtUwb Apto. 22k-2S6 £ast Third St.
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PROPERTY (V
HISTORIC DISTRICT

STATUTE SlrmrmUim Utiym Bistorle Dietrlat 1971
STATE r>atia1rj COUNTY

MiMHVi Kofttcm

NAME OF OWNER

L. Hmnmtuin e/o MU* Flak etarmrhMltt
ADDRESS OF OWNER Of Qnmmap at* 

Gaviastoa. KY klOU

DATE CERTIFIED AS

CONTRIBUTING
JAN 3 1 iSSO

1 NON-CONTRIBUTING

DATE OF REQUEST
12/2d/T9

SHPO OPINION:

irn CONTRIBUTING 

I I NON-CONTRIBUTING 

I I NO COMMENT

REHABILtTATION CERTIFICATION
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REMARKS:

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION WASO-155
(9/77)


