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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cox-Hord House, designed by Edwin Anderson, sits among smaller™scaled dwellings
on Third Street In Maysvllle, Kentucky. Maysvllle’s post office and city hall are
In close proximity, and the commercial district Is two blocks northwest. Equally
close Is the Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge spanning the Ohio River. The bridge
supplies Third Street with much traffic, making It Maysvllle’s busiest thoroughfare.

This residence, erected In 1880, Is of brick construction and has a high stone
basement. The main facade of asymmetrical arrangement faces northeast. On the
western end of the facade Is a pyramidal-roofed square tower whose first level Is
sheltered by a wooden L-shaped porch. The tower's second level Is pierced by a
single window that has decorative stonework above, and the third level contains a
triple-window composition. Below the roof Is a heavy entablature with a dentlled
cornice and a frieze enriched by rosettes.

On the east of the main facade Is a Dutch-gabled pavilion of moderate projection.
The pavilion, which abuts a rectangular section. Is pierced by pairedwindows on Its
first and second levels. The gable contains a small window, has carving In Its
pediment, and urns on pedestals at the corners—the whole arrangement being placed
In front of a triangular gable. Like those of the tower, the pavilion's openings
are treated with stone bands at their heads and sills, and decorative panels above.
Much of this enrichment Is absent from the side walls.

Distinguishing all other sections from the three-story tower Is a denticulated
entablature above the second floor that continues around to the rear. Projecting
from the hipped roof that half envelopes the tower are three pedimented, large-
scale dormers. There are five brick chimneys with corbeled tops that rise above
the roof ridge.

Spanning the end of the rear ell Is a five-bay double verandah. Arched collar braces
create an arcade on the verandah's first level. Bracketed posts support the upper
level's shed roof, which Is an extension of that covering the ell.

Flanking a hall which partially bisects the first floor on the west are a large
drawing room and an auxiliary dining room. On the east are a library, and the
principal diningroom, and at the hall's end Is a kitchen. These rooms are fitted
with a variety of Imported and domestic woods. Sliding doors connecting the rooms
are spliced to match the opening's segmental pointed frames, paneled shutters, and
mantels that serve coal-burning fireplaces In every room. These woods Include
light and dark walnut, cherry, fruit wood and ebony. William H. Fry, director
of the School of Carving at the Cincinnati Art Musexim, was employed to furnish the
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interior fittings ("Historic Maysville Homes,” The Cincinnati Post, May 7, 1977,
p. 11). The windows almost achieve the height of the 14-foot ceilings, and are
filled with French double plate glass. Each ceiling has an ornate plaster center-
piece, and the hall contains ancpen staircasa with a heavy newel, railing, and
balustrade.

Six chambers with 12-foot ceilings are on the second floor, and four 10-foot high
chambers are on the third. Bathrooms that have retained their late 19th-century
fixtures serve these upper levels. Near the southwest corner of the house there

is an outbuilding used for storage. This one-story frame construction is con-
temporary with the residence. In the front is a fine wrought-iron fence separating
the narrow lawn from the sidewalk paralleling Third Street. The exterior and
interior of this residence are in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cox-Hord House, located on Third Street in Maysville, derives significance
through the integrity of its architectural workmanship and through its associations
with locally prominent persons. The house is visually outstanding among neighboring
buildings due to its larger scale and more forceful character. Third Street receives
considerable pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and the Cox-Hord House is noted as

a local landmark.

Built in 1880 at a cost of $49,000, this residence was designed by Edwin Anderson,
a founding member of the A. I. A. chapter in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he
practiced ("Historic Maysville Homes,” The Cincinnati Post, May 7, 1977, p. 11).
It does not conform to a particular Victorian revival. The exterior polychrome is
like that found on buildings of the High Victorian Gothic, but there are no pointed
arch openings so characteristic of this style. The small porch on the front has
an Italianate feeling, while the arcaded rear porch and the semi-circular lights
with keystones in the tower seem to be derived from the Victorian Romanesque. Despite
its eclecticism, George Roth, A. I. A., former president of the Northern Kentucky
Heritage League, has called the Cox-Hord House "an outstanding example of the Mauve
Decade (1880-90), a period distinguished by use of the finest materials and superb
workmanship” (lbid., p. 11).

The interior fitlings are apropos of the architecture and provide an equal amount
of the building's interest. These were designed and tooled by William H. Fry, a
nationally known craftsman. Expense was not spared as the most costly domestic
woods were purchased while others were imported from Europe and Africa.

This residence was built in 1880 for Andrew Cox who came to Maysville from neigh-
boring Fleming County. Cox was married to Mary Thomas, daughter of 0. H. P. Thomas
of distilling fame (information courtesy of Harriet Hord Cartmell, Maysville, June
1976). The house was sold to Milton Russell, a wealthy wholesaler, in 1897, and
was again sold in 1926 to Ferdinand Hechinger for his daughter, Rebekah H. Hord.
Hechinger and his father owned one of Kentucky's most successful haberdasheries
(The Maysville Independent, July 11, 1977, p. 1).

(continued)
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Rebekah Herd (1899-1977), a life-long resident of Maysville, actively participated
in civic affairs and served as City Conmissioner and Vice Mayor before being
appointed Mayor in 1951. She subsequently sought and won two four-years terms,
and is noted as Kentucky's first elected female mayor (lbid., p. 1). In her
position, Mrs. Hord was instrumental in securing funds for a major floodwall
along the Ohio River in Maysville during the late 1940s (The [Louisville] Courier-
Journal, July 11, 1977, p. B 6).



151,

Form No 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR FOR NPSUSEONEY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECEIVED MAY 301978

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES G 14 1978
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

Cox-Hord House
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 2

Additional information supplied by Harriet Hord Cartmell, Maysville, Kentucky,
June 1976; Mrs. Frank Wise, Maysville, Kentucky, August 1970.
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Cox-Hord House, Mason County, Kentucky
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