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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Washington Opera House is a two-and-a-half-story structure whose upper portion
rises above the older neighboring commercial buildings at the west end of the main
shopping street of downtown Maysville. The sides and rear of the theater are of red
brick, the facade of buff brick trimmed with red brick, stone, and castiron. There
are five main bays of the facade, which is frankly decorative, relating primarily to the
street and ejq)ressive of the festive character of the theater, yet permitting effectively
subordinated shopfronts flanking the lavishly decorated recessed entrance to the
auditorium.

The wider central bay of the three-part composition projects slightly and is distinguished
by a triangular pediment capped by freestanding anthemion. The ground floor has brick
piers with the wide openings for the shopfronts at the sides under a plain continuous
entablature broken only by the central balcony. The plate glass windows of the shop-
front on the left are divided by slender castiron columns flanking the entrance; the open-
ing on the right, which originally housed Fire Company No. 1, is a later addition to
match those on the left. The entrance to the theater has a stone segmental arch with
projecting voussoirs and heavily sculpted spandrels with an applied cartouche under the
truncated center bracket of the balcony. The consoles, balustrade, and upper entab-
lature are of galvanized iron.

The second story, which actually incorporates the third, has two round-arched windows
on either side of the central pavilion, where an elaborate stone doorframe with a
bullseye window above gives onto the balcony, almost as if public appearances to a
crowd below were expected. The redbrick arches of the windows and the central feature
rise into the band of diapered red and buff brick that xmderlies the rich entablature and
modhlioned cornice with brick parapet above.

The unknown architect has managed to create an expressive facade, both decorative and
orderly, within a Beaux-Arts framework. It has recently been sandblasted without ill

£ Effects because of the hard surfaces of brick and stone, and an incompatible marquee
has been removed. The exterior box office, used when the theater was a movie-house,
will soon be returned to its original position in the foyer.

The appearance of the auditorium is very much as it was originally except that a fire at the
rear in 1930 caused the removal of the private boxes flanking the balcony. The dimen-
sions of the auditorium are 56' x 55', almost square. The stage opening within the
proscenium arch is 36' wide and it is more than 30 feet deep. Althou”™ an early

account boasted of over a thousand seats, there are 426 seats downstairs and about 175

in the balcony and gallery. The interior has recently been completely refurbished in
shades of gold highlighted with red. An entertainment hall above the main entrance and
shops measures 28" x 45" with a 22-foot high arched ceiling; a staircase to the gallery

rises to one side.
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Washington Opera House

dignity yet suitably festive demeanor, the facade declares its original functions—an
interesting example of mixed use combining theater, shop, and fire station. This
type of facade, as well as the interior, is the obvious precursor of the later movie
palace, but not yet as florid as the confections Hollywood was soon to provoke.
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frist. of tlift niKkTH house. S'lmrhs fn)rn tfir first fire an- sHf>po.«i-(I to
fiave stiirted the lilaze, wliich was Ix-tween tlic slate roof and txdlintt. In
extinguishing the (lames, the church was damaged to the e.vtent of
ahout 8:t)00. The structure was imii>ediately repaired.

The total loss on the o|K;ra hous<- afid stable was about SoO.fKHf,
with only alauit 8t-2(MKK> insurance-. The buihlings were rephn ed by more
modern structures, the opera house being the pride of the town.

liKctt KKKNcK—On .lune W. IfXX), Mr. FarkerV stable was again de-
stroyed by tire, together with alrmsst the entire spark of Mcllvain <&

NKW \WV.ASHIN(GTOX OPER.V HOI'SK.

Tliis pii tiuc shows the opera lioiise as it appears tooay. The striieture is owned liy the
Washington Fire Company and has a seating capacity of <me thousand.
Humphrey.s' furniture and undertaking establishment, and a part of
Murray & Thomas' marhle works.  All were repaired at once and Mr.

Parker was again forced to rebuild and completely restock his stable.

E X B a a a

FOREST AVENUE FIRE—APRIL 7, IS!«.
Shortly before 2 o’clock in the afternoon of Friday, April 7.
an alarm of fire w'as sounded from the East End. The wind had been
blowing a gale all day and soon dense clouds of smoke were seen whirling
across the Fifth ward from Forest avenue, the highest location in that

part of the city, and where the wind had full sweep.
The afternoon train on the L. and N. had passe«l out only a few

minutes before and the opinion is that a .spark from the engine started
the blaze, which was first discovered on the roof of a stable in the rear of
one of the houses. Fanned by such a wind as was blowing, the Haines
spread with frightful rapidity ami before the Amazon fire company, which
is only two squares away, could get to the scene three houses were burn-
ing fiercely, and pieces of burning wood were raining against the houses
on the opposite side of the street.

Everyone realized the danger and the entire fire <lepartment of the
city was .soon on the spot battling with the blaze. The street was throng-
ed with people and ail lent a helping hand wherever possible. The; wind
carried the blazf* clear across the street at times and the smoke? was un-
bearably hot and stiHing, but against these disailvantages the firemen
worked nobly, throwing stream after stream of wat<-r on the burning
buildings. Burning shingles were carried clear aemss the city to the river,
setting fire to several houses on Second ami al.”o on Poplar street.

This was one of the most destructive tires in the history of the citv,
and a large jnirtion of the Fiftli ward was saved only by the excellent
water works system and the heroic work of the firemen. By 4 o'clock iii
the afternoon the destruction was almost complete, and what ha<l I»eeu
seven happy homes at noon-time was now a mass of smouldering ruins.
The total loss amouiited to about 812,<X)0, with only SfUKX) insiiranee.
At one time fifteen buildings in the path of the Haines were on lire
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401 Wapping Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

May 20, 1975
S"S Receive
Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper may 2 3 1975 \r
National Register of Historic Places national
United States Department of the Interior REGISTER

National Park Service
18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Doctor Murtagh:
Enclosed is the National Register Nomination Form for the Washington Opera
House, 116 West Second Street, Maysville, Mason County, Kentucky. This nomination

was approved by the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board on March 25,
1975. As State Historic Preservation Officer, | recommend it be entered on the

National Register of Historic Places.

The restoration and adaptation of this building is an ongoing community pro-
ject for which additional funding for later phases of the work is being requested
from the National Park Service.

Your early consideration of this nomination will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Eldred W. Melton
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures (see attached list)

cc: Mrs. Robert B. Anderson
Mrs. Frank Wise, Co. Rep.

APPORTIONMENT WARRANT NOMINATION



Doctor William J. Murtagh
May 20, 1975
Page Two

List of Attachments

National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 10-300
Washington Opera House

Continuation Sheet Form 10-300a
Item Number 8 - Page Two

Property Photograph Form 10-30la
Photo No. 1 - facade from northeast
Photo No. 2 - elevation drawing of facade in it original condition

Property Map Form 10-301
An lUustrated Atlas of Mason County, Kentucky

U.S.G.S. Map - Maysville West Quadrangle
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Hon. Tiia Loe Carter
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Hon. Carl ». Parkins

Regional Director, Southeast Region
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Andersen county
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Stanford
Lincoln County

liQJtingtoa
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ISsysviUe
Kasoa County

State Historic I»rGEOxvation Officer

Hra. Eldred W. Holton
Director

Kentucky Horitege CotiKsisoion
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Frard:fort, Kentucky 40601
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AKCIUTIXTUJ*AL style: fSfeVIvXi.

mchitocl/m .builder:

- ) « engineer;
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