TRIMBLE COUNTY.

TriMBLE county, the 86th formed in the state, was estab-
lished in 1836, out of Enrtﬂ of Gallatin, Henry, and Oldham
counties, and named in honor of Judge Robert Trimble. It is
situated in the northern part of the state, immediately on the
Olio river; is bounded w.and N, by the Ohio river for 21 miles,
N, E. by Carroll, and 8. E. and 8, by Henry and Oldham coun-
ties ; und contains about 145 square miles, being one of the smallest
counties (there are but sz smaller). Little Kentucky river lows
northward entirely across or through the E. part of the county,
and ewpties into the Ohio, in Carroll county, one wile below
the mouth of the Kentucky river; among the other streams are
Spring, Corn, Barebone, Middle, and Patton creeks. The val-
leys on the Ohio river are unsurpussed in fertility ; and the up-
lands, though hilly aud broken, are quite productive, The
prineipal productions and exports are tobacco, Elar:kharries, corn,
wheat, oats, hogs, and cattle.

Towns.—The county seat, Bedford, near the center of the
county, ubout 50 miles from Frankfort, and 14 miles from the
Ohio river ut Milton ; besides the usual public buildings, has 3
churches (Methodist, Baptist, and Reformed or Christian), 3
hotels, 4 lawyers, 4 physicians, 3 stores, 4 mechanics’ shops, a
wool carding factory, and a steam grist mill ; population in 1870,
200—a falling off’ of one-fitth since 1860 ; incorporated Feb. 6,
1816. Milton, on the Ohio river, opposite Madison, Iudiana, 46
miles above Louisville and 96 below Ciuncinnati, 1s one ot the
oldest towns in the state, having been established by law of Vir-
vinia i 178Y, thre years belore H!'Illll.l.*"l.._".' became a statbe; it
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of 36. Kingslon, on the Ohio river, had 59 inhabitants in 1870,
and 3 stores. Palmyra, 6 miles from Bedford and 8 from Mil-
ton, is & amall village ; its post office name is Winona.
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Mruprra or TAE Lroistatoer rrow Triwsrx CooMrry.

Senate.—Evan M, Qarriott, 1865-89. [See Henry co.]

House of Representatives.—Daniel B. Jobnzon, 1841, "42, "43, "45, '53-55; Robert
B. Oray, 1844; Samusl 8. English, 1848 : John B. Floyd, 1847 ; Benj. H. Logan,
1848 : Benj. P. McConnell, 1849 ; Ambrose H. Talbott, 1850, '57-59 ; Evan M. Gar-
riott, 1861-85; Georgo W. Lomon, 1865-87, rezigned 1884, succeeded by Richard Bell ;
J. R. Sanders, 1871-78. PFrom Trimble and Carroll conntiea—Ben). Qullion, 1855-57.
From Trimble—Juvhn Preston, 1878-T7.

The Conchitic Marble, from a quarry on Corn ereek, near or at the Ohio
river, in I'rimble eounty, is of & deab-gray eolor, and contnina many frngments
of shells, and very amall portions of cornl cemented hy ‘rure minute crystals
of calenreous apar, It receives n very good polish, and hns indientiona of
great durability. Part of it is quite vnﬁe'Fntad in color—with pink, pinkish
brown, or flesh colored spota or patchea, The corresponding vein in Indiana
wna worked to some extent in 1853, and then pronounced by an able geolo
gist “ the best and most benutiful materinl for constructions and ornamental

urposes that hnd come within his notice from H'ng western locnlity."
atile of the Fire-Brands.—The following is from the autobiography of
Rev. Jacoh Young, n Methodiat minister:

“The costume of the Kentuokiana was a hunting shirt, buckeskin pantaloons,
A leathern belt aronnd their middle, a seabbard, and A hig knife Ilauutened to
their belt; some of them wore hats and some caps. Their feet were covered
with mocenring, made of dressed deerekins. They did oot think themseolves
dressed without their powder-born and shot-pouch, or the gun and tomahawk,
They were rendy, then, for all alarms. They knew but little. They could
clenr ground, rnise eorn, and kill turkeys, deer, bears, and buffalo; and,
when it beenine necessary, they underatood the art of fighting the Indinns na
well ns any men in the United States,

“ Shortly after we hud taken up our residence, I was called upon to nssist
in opening o road from the place where Newaastle now stands, to the mouth
of }&ntuﬂq river. That country, then, was an unbroken forest; there wns
pothing but an Indinn trail passing the wilderness. 1 met the company
enrly in the morning, with my axe, three days' provisions, nnd my knapsnck.
Here | found a eaptuin, with about 100 men, all prepured to lnbor; about
a8 jovial & compnny ns I ever snw, all good-pntured and civil, This wns
about the lnst of Novewber, 1797. The dny was cold and elear. The
country through which the company passed was delightful; it was not a fiat
country, but, what the Kentuckinns called, rolling ground—was quite well
stored with lofty timber, and the undergrowth was very pretty. The beauti-
ful oanebrakes gave it & peculinr charm. What rendered it most interesting
wns the great abundance of wild turkeys, deer, bears, and other wild animals.
The company worked hard all day, in quiet, and every man obeyed the
enptain’s orders punctually,

' About sundown, the captain, after & short address, told us the night
wans going to be very cold, and we must make very large fires, We felled
the hickory trees in gront abundance; made great lug-heaps, mixing the dry
wood with the green hickory; and, laying down & kind of sleepers under
the pile, alavul.egr the heap and oaused it to burn rapidly, Every man had
a wator-vessel in his knapanck ; we searched for and found s stream of water,
By this time, the fires were showing to great udvantage; so we warmed our
cold victunls, ate our suppers, and spent the evening in hearing the hunter's
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stories relative to the bloody scenes of the Indian war. We then heard
some pretty fine minging, considering the circumatances,

“Thus lar, well; but a change began to take place. They became very
rude, and rained the war-whoop. Their shrill shricks made me tremble,
They chose two eaptains, divided the men into two companies, and com-
menced fighting with the fire-brands—the log-heaps having burned down.
The only law for their government was, that no man ahuulcf throw s brand
without fire on it—s0 that they might know how to dodge. They fought, for
two or three hours, in perfect g pature; till brands became scarce, and
they began to violate the law. Some were severely wounded, blood began
to flow freely, and they were in & fair way of commencing a fight in earnest.
At this moment, the lond voice of the captain rang out above the din, order-
in a'rug man to retire to rest. They :lm;&ad their weapons of warfare,
rekindled the fires, and laid down to sleep. e finished our road according
to directions, snd returned howme in health and peace.”

The Hon. Rosert Trimevrr, in honor of whom this county received its name,
was born in Berkeley county, Virginia, and when three years old, his father emi-
grated to Kentucky. His parents were not affiuent, but occupicd 2 respectable
position in the agricultural population of the country. He recsived but the im-
perfect rudiments of an education,—~such only as could be had in a new settle
ment, 8o distant from the seats of learning in the older States. He, however, im-
ﬁmrﬁd bimself, by teaching for & few years, and reading carefully the scanty li-

raries afforded by his neighborhood. Afier so imperfect a probation, he com-
menced the study of the law, under George Nicholas. That eminent man dyin
before he had compleated his studies, he continued them under James Brown; andg.
in 1803, was licensed by the court of appeals Lo practice his profession. He com-
menced his career in Paris, and in the same year was elected a member of the
legislatore from the county of Bourbon. But the stormy life of a politician not
being congenial to his disposition or taste, he ever afterwarde refused to be a can-
didate for pelitical office—even to be nominated, on two occasions, for the United
States’ senate, when his assent only was necessary to secure his election. He
devoted himself exclusively to bis profession, and rapidly rose to the first class
of juriats. In 1808, he was commissioned second judge of the court of appeals.
He retained this place but a short time, but long enough to greatly distinguish
himself in it by his rectitude, learning and ability. He was appointed chief jus-
tice of Kentucky in 1810, but, in consequence of his limited circumstances, de-
clined the first judicial station in the commonwealth. After retiring from the
bench, he resumed, with great assiduity, the practice of his profession ; and, in
1813, was appointed a district attorney for the State. He continued at the bar,
with eminent and profitable success, until 1816, when hs was appointed by Presi-
dent Madison judge of the Kentocky district. He filled this office unul 18386,
when he was promoted by John Quincy Adams to the supreme court of the Uni-
ted States. He died the 25th day of August, 1828, in the fifty-second year of his
age, and in the full vigor of his powers.

It is not often that the august tribunal to which he belonged, has sustained a
greater loss. His mind was characterized by deliberation, clearnees, expansion
and force. As a forensic debater, he comhined flowing eloquence and powerful
argumentation. He studied law upon principle, and comprehended it as a science.
Such was his ripe though early proficiency, that, in the year 1818, the sole pro-
fessorship of law for Transylvania University was tendered to him by the boa=d
of trustees, and his acceptance earnestly urged upon him by Mr. Clay. A neces-
:gh change of residence induced him to decline a place #o honorable and respon-
sible.

As 2 judge of the highest State court, he had no superior in diligence, learn-
Ing, ability and uprightness; and on being transferred to the supreme tribunal of
the nation, both Chief Justice Marshall and J udlge Story pronounced him to be
not only a lawyer of the first order, but also one of the most improvable men they
had ever known. Had Providence n{ramd his life to ordinary old age, he wounld
have fully vindicated his title to rank with those great jurists. Bnt his privats
virtues, and his simple, noble nature, shed a lustre upon his name above all that
which was derived from great intellect, ripe attainments, and high station.
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